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IN RE: PROPOSED ACQUI SI TI ON OF THE KANSAS CI TY SOUTHERN

BY CANADI AN PACI FI C

DOCKET No. FD 36500

TRANSCRI PT FROM THE PROCEEDI NG t aken before
the Surface Transportation Board by M CHELLE M
CETKOVI C, CSR, at The Westin Chicago Northwest, 400 Park
Boul evard, Itasca, Illinois, on Septenber 12, 2022, at

5:49 p.m CST.
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MS. ANDRE: Another opportunity to provide a fornal
comment, we do have a court reporter here. She is now
available. If anyone would |ike to say and provide a
verbal comment, we have anot her opportunity avail abl e
now. Thank you.

MS. CALIP: Dorie Calip. That's DDOR-1-E as in
Edward. The last nanme is spelled C as in Charles-A-L as
in Larry-1-P as in Peter.

| ama critical care nurse. | aman |ICU and
CCU nurse, so | know what | amtal king about. | have

lived in Itasca since, you know, 1975. Being a critical

care nurse all of this time, | amjust worried about

the -- this train that's going to pass through Itasca,
and it's going to -- because the train divides the north
and south Itasca. Then the people -- and we have only

four intersections in Itasca. That is Rohlw ng Road,
Cat al pa, Wal nut, and Parkside. That's the only
i ntersections between the south of Itasca and the north

of Itasca. So the first responders, the fire departnment

and the police departnment, are all in the south side, so
the train, if it's -- if there is a train in there,
there is no way for themto go to the south -- to the

north side of Itasca, so if there is an energency for

the residents on the north side, like a heart attack or
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a stroke, those are the two conditions that we really
need an energency, which we cannot get any hel p because
our first responders are in the south side, so the train
wi |l be blocking them so for this kind of situation
here specifically, the time is of the essence. You need
that first responders right away because for the heart
attack, you know, the patient, you need to -- | don't
know, okay, you can tal k about CPR, but it's different
when you have the defibrillator. You junp start the
heart, which is because, you know, it wll kick in right
away because if you get it started, you can get the
defibrillator, it is good. You can kick in the heart

ri ght away rather than you don't even know if you can
get people which are really good in CPR  Anyways,
people that are strong, and to know t he exact how many,
you know, pressure we have to put and, you know, the
oxygen, they don't have that, so you are losing a | ot of
time, you know. And then at the sanme time too, if the
first responders are there, they can start the IV right
away before you lose it because what -- you know, if you
| ose oxygen, once the patient is unconscious, that the
veins collapse. [It's difficult to start an IV, and so
it's difficult, it takes time to discover for the

enmergency nedi cation, so all of those situations is a
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ot of tine if you don't get the first responders. So
that is in the case of a heart attack. Now in a stroke,
time is of the essence too because, okay, with the first
responder, you know, they can check the lungs of a
patient, they can check the patient's -- you know, open
your mouth and check the tongue and if it's going to one
side, also you can check -- you can nake them make a
smle, and then, you know, when the lips were to one
side, let the patient talk and if the speech is slurred,
you know, and then | ook down, you know, you can tel

right away when it's a stroke by they evaluating them
and the first responders are getting very good in that,
you know, so when -- because in a stroke, tine is of the
essence to get to the patient for the history of about
the patient, neurological of the patient. [It's very
fast. You have to know these things. So the first
responder will assess the patient when it's that they
are starting so they know right away, and if they get

to -- they can assess the patient that's starting with a
stroke, they can call the emergency roomright away, and
t he energency room can prepare right away with sone

medi cation. That's very inportant. You have to start
right away. So -- and if we are held, we cannot get to

t hose energenci es because we are on the side that is
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bl ocked, but the -- that we are bl ocked. So if we take

alot of tinme with these patients, either they die or

they' |l be a vegetable because as a patient, people
get -- they just cannot breathe. What happens, they
wll be like this, you know, so time is of the essence

for those two conditions | told you. Those are just
ener genci es. | work, and I ama CCU and I CU for many,
many years, so | know what | amtal king about. And I
live in the north side of town, which we cannot get
first responders. We cannot get them because of the
railroad. The railroad bl ocks our -- our energencies
that go to the other side because the railroad tracks
divided Itasca into north and south, and so if you are
in the south side, that's where the anmbul ance, you know
that's where the police departnent, and they are in the
south side. In the north side of which I live, the
whole train is stationed blocking, the train is
stationed fromend to end of Itasca, the end to end,
because we have four intersections. That is 53, and
then we have Catal pa, and we have Wal nut, and then we
have Parksi de, though the whole |ine was bl ocked. So
before tonight, we feel for the code, no anbul ance can
cone to see us, SO you are wasting your tinme. And this

will be long trains. These are cargo trains, very long
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trains, so that the time is of the essence in this to
save a patient. So the |life of the people, the life of
the people in our area, are in jeopardy. W |lose them
because of the train that's bl ocking our first
responders. | think it's inportant. | think it makes
sense because it's a matter of life and death. They

bl ock the town. This is a matter of nmedical energency.
You bl ock the anbul ance, you block everything. And
that's a very long train. And | knowit. M concern is
t he nmedi cal because of being a nurse, and that's nmy main
thing to say. This is the |life of the people in ny town

because they are bl ocking the whole town. Thank you

very much
MR. BARRY: Dave Barry, B-A-R-R-Y. | ama 15 year
resident of Bartlett, Illinois, and I am speaking

agai nst the nerger.

Il live in the south side of Bartlett, and |
travel nore through the rail tracks on a regular basis
for shopping, business, and to attend church. The
merger will unduly then hinder these activities. | am
also a Bartlett library trustee. Wile the board has
yet to adopt an official position, |I believe that extra
freight trains will unduly interfere with approxi mately

50 percent of our patrons use of the library. As a
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member of the Bartlett Lions Club, we run the July 4th
parade that runs through Bartlett's north side to the
south side across the railroad tracks, and these extra
freight trains could interfere with the parade and hold
everything up. Thank you.

MS. FALCO M nane is Sandra, S-A-N-D-R- A, Falco,
F-A-L-C-O, and ny statenment is we |ive near Ash Drive
and Irving Park Road. Heavy freight traffic will cause
traffic to back up both down residential streets off of
Ash and around the corner on Irving Park Road because
Ash Drive fromthe grade crossing to Irving Park Road is
|l ess than a full block. The traffic is going to be
horrible, the road rage is going to increase, and there
will be cars backed all of the way down the residential
streets in our neighborhoods. There is a street, that
woul d be Potter, and if people are having to wait for a
train, traffic will be backed on Potter either way and
into the residential neighborhoods. Potter is the first
street south of that crossing. Ash Drive is the only
crossing to go south of the railroad tracks between Wod
Dal e Road and Route 83. | appreciate you taking ny
st at ement .

MR. BRI DGVAN. Graham G R-A-H-A-M Bridgman,

B-R-I-DDGMA-N. | have a recording studio near the
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tracks, so additional train traffic would make it
difficult to record in nmy studio. Thanks so nuch. Have
a great day.
ok ok ok ok
MS. ANDRE: Good evening. How is the sound? Can
everyone hear? Okay. Perfect.

Wel |, thank you everyone for participating
tonight. We are really excited to see this much
interest in this project. | just want to say hello and
wel cone to the public neeting for the Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent on the proposed
acqui sition of the Kansas City Southern by Canadi an
Pacific. The docket number for this proposed
acquisition is FD 36500.

Before we get started with the formal conment
section, | would like to introduce Danielle Gosselin,
Director of the Ofice of Environnmental Analysis.

Dani el | e.

MS. GOSSELIN: Hello everyone. M nane is Danielle
Gosselin. | amthe Director of the Ofice of
Envi ronnment al Anal ysis of the Surface Transportation
Board. | wanted to wel conme you all here tonight to the
public nmeeting for the Draft EIS on -- of the proposed

acqui sition of the Kansas City Southern by Canadi an
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Pacific. | amjoined here tonight with ny coll eagues
Josh WAyl and and Al an Tabachnick. Josh is going to do a
very short presentation, and then we are -- | am goi ng
to listen to your coments. Thank you again for joining
us tonight, and we | ook forward to hearing from you.
MR. WAYLAND: Hi everyone. Thank you again for

attending. As Danielle said, ny nanme is Josh Wayl and.
| amthe Acting Deputy Director of the Ofice of
Environnmental Analysis at the Surface Transportation
Board, and | amthe project manager for the
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenment that the Ofice of
Environmental Analysis, or OEA, is preparing for this
proposed railroad acquisition. The main purpose of
tonight's nmeeting is to hear fromall of you to hear
comments fromthe public and from agenci es, and el ected
official, and other stakeholders on the Draft EIS, so I
want to keep this presentation very brief and get
through it as soon as | can because there will be as
much tinme as possible for coments as we do have a ful
house we see and as you can see.

Here are topics | would like to cover very
briefly in this presentation. 1'll start off by
i ntroducing the Service Transportation Board, the

railroad applicants in this case, and the proposed

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Hearing September 12, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 15

acquisition itself. Then, I'll briefly talk about the
environmental review process, where we have been so far
and where we're going to go next. 1'll very briefly
summari ze sone of the findings in the Draft

Envi ronmental I npact Statement. And then, I'Il talk
about next steps and how we can stay engaged in conment
on the Draft EIS.

"Il start off by introducing the federal
agency that we have nentioned. | work for the Surface
Transportation Board. The Surface Transportati on Board
is an i ndependent federal agency wth broad economc
regul atory oversight of railroads, including railroad
nmergers and acqui sitions.

| work for the O fice of Environnmental
Anal ysis at the Surface Transportati on Board. W are
the office at the Board that is responsible for nmaking
sure that the Board neets its responsibilities under the
Nati onal Environmental Policy Act and other related
envi ronment al | aws.

Thi s proposed acquisition is not a project
that is being sponsored by or funded by the federal
government. The applicants in this case are two Cl ass |
rail roads, Canadi an Pacific and Kansas City Sout hern.

Now, | amgoing to refer to the acronyns from here on

Veritext Lega Solutions
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out, CP and KSC. CP refers to Canadian Pacific and its
US rail carrier subsidiaries, and Kansas City -- and KCS
refers to Kansas City Southern and its subsidiaries.

CP and KCS jointly filed an application with
the Surface Transportati on Board seeking authority from
the Board for CP to acquire KCS. If this would occur,
then the two rail networks would conbine to form one new
network to be known as Canadi an Pacific Kansas City or
CPKC, and this would be what we call an end-to-end
mer ger because those two networks do not currently
overlap. It would be the first railroad network to
extend from Canada through the United States and into
Mexi co.

We expect that the proposed acquisition would
result in a nunber of changes that could result in
environnmental inpacts. Those would include changes in
rail traffic on portions of the conbi ned network,
changes in operational activity at the rail yards and
internodal facilities, and the addition of capital
i nprovenents within the rail right-of-way, including
addi ng new passi ng sidings, extending the existing
si di ngs, and addi ng double track or facility working
track within the railroad right-of-way --

According to the applicants, CP and KCS, the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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pur pose of the proposed acquisition is to conbi ne
Anmerica's two smal |l est but fastest-grow ng Class 1
railroads to build a nore efficient and nore conpetitive
rail network. They state that the proposed acquisition
woul d further the need for expanded and nore capabl e and
efficient transportation infrastructure while stil
advancing the interests of current and future custoners
in nore reliable and economical rail transportation
options serving inportant North-South trade flows. The
applicants also state that they expect that the proposed
acqui sition woul d generate environnental benefits by
removi ng nore than 60,000 trucks each year fromthe
nation's hi ghways.

| had nmentioned that | work for the Ofice of
Environmental Analysis, and our job is to make sure that
the Surface Transportation Board is neeting its
responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy
Act. The National Environnental Policy Act requires
t hat federal agencies consider the inpacts of their
deci sions on the environnent. We, in order to neet
t hose responsibilities, are preparing an Environnent al
| npact Statenment, or EIS, and that will exam ne and does
exam ne the potential inpacts of the proposed

acqui sition on the environnent. W have prepared a
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Draft Environnental |npact Statenment that we issued in
August, and after the process of getting comments is
conplete, we will prepare a Final EIS. It is also our
job to make sure that the Board conplies with other

rel ated environnmental regulations and statutes and
executive orders, including Section 106 of the Nati onal
Hi storic Preservation Act and the Endangered Species
Act .

This slide shows the generalized schedul e of
the environnental review process. This process started
back | ast fall when we issued a Notice of Intent to
Prepare an Environnmental |npact Statenent. At that
time, we held public neetings, gathered input from
st akehol ders and the public about the scope of the
Environmental | npact Statenent. W had asked what the
potential im -- or potential issues that people were
concerned about, what we should | ook at in our analysis.
After the end of scoping, we began preparing the Draft
Environmental | npact Statenent, and on August 5th, we
i ssued that Draft Environnmental I|npact Statenent for

public review and comments, and that's where we are now.

We will be accepting public comments on the Draft EIS
until October 14th, and after that tinme, we will prepare
a Final Environnental |npact Statenment that will respond
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to each and every comment and nake any necessary changes
to Draft Environnental |npact Statenent based on those
comrents. After the Final EIS is issued, the Board w ||
issue it's final decision on the proposed acquisition.

So the Draft EIS focuses on the nunber of
potential inpacts, including increases in rail traffic,
changes in vehicular traffic near internodal facilities,
and, as | have nentioned earlier, capital inmprovenents
within the rail right-of-way.

The Draft EIS also sets forth our prelimnary
recommendati ons for environnental mtigation. A Final
EIS, that we will prepare at the end of the process,
we' |l make our final reconmendations to the Board about
potential environmental mtigation. And we certainly
want to hear fromall of you, nenbers of the public,
el ected officials, agencies and ot her stakehol ders,
about the recom -- any mtigation that we recomended
in the Draft EI'S and for other types of mitigation that
m ght be appropri ate.

The Draft EI'S focuses on |ocations where
increases in rail traffic would neet or exceed the
Board's thresholds for environmental review. The
general threshold that the Board has for conducting an

environnental reviewis an increase in train traffic of
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eight or nore trains per day. 1In areas that are in
nonattai nnment under the Clean Air Act, there is an
additional threshold of three trains per day for air
quality inpacts. So the Draft Environnmental | npact
St at enent focuses on | ocations where rail traffic would
i ncrease by eight or nore trains per day, and that is
shown on this map here with darker colors representing
| arger projected increases in rail traffic.

These are the topics that the Draft EIS
di scusses. We anal yzed and assessed a nunber of
potential inpacts, including freight and passenger rai
safety, grade crossing safety and del ay, noise and
vibration, air quality and clinmate change. |'mgoing to
go through each of these. 1'mgoing to go over the next
few slides, again, very briefly because we want to
reserve as much tinme as possible to hear your comments.

Now, the Draft EI'S concludes that the major
i npact of the proposed acquisition would be noise
i npacts from passing trains.

We define an adverse noi se inpact as being an
i ncrease in average noise levels of 3 A-weighted
deci bel s or nore and reaching a day-ni ght average sound
| evel of 65 decibels or above. W identified many

receptors across the conbined network that woul d
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experience a noise inpact. And when | say receptors,
I"'mreferring to different | ocations that are
particularly sensitive to noise. These are places like
resi dences, schools, nursing hones, and pl aces of
worship. Across the entire network, we identified 6,307
receptors that woul d experience an adverse noi se i npact
as a result of the proposed acquisition.

During our analysis, we specifically assessed
whet her the proposed acquisition would result in
di sproportionately high and adverse inpacts on
environnental justice popul ations, including mnority
and | ow i ncone popul ations. W concluded that those
acqui sitions would not result in disproportionately high
and adverse inpacts on those environnental justice
popul ations. When it comes to noise, that is in part
because the mpjority of adverse noise inpacts would
occur in non-environnmental justice popul ations.

The Draft EI'S al so di scussi ons passenger and
freight rail safety as well as safety at
at - grade/ roadway grade of crossings. Because the
proposed acquisition is projected to result in increased
rail traffic, that nmeans that the potential for a
rail-related accident or incident, including derail nments

and spills or collision, would increase on many rai
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lines as a result of this transaction. There also wll
be an increase in the potential for a collision at grade
crossings that would involve notor vehicles or
pedestrians. However, we found that the absolute risk
of such accidents occurring across the system would
remain | ow.

In terms of delay, average delay would
i ncrease at many grade crossings across the conbi ned
network. And we expect that based on the information
provi ded by the applicants, that the average gate down
time where that is the ampunt of tinme that it would take
the average freight train to pass through the crossing
woul d actually decrease on many grade crossings across
t he network because the applicants project that train
| engths would al so -- would decrease. However, due to
t he increased nunber of freight trains passing through
t hose crossings, the anount of vehicles del ayed at
crossi ngs woul d increase.

One of the reasons that the proposed
acquisition is projected to increase rail traffic is
because it is expected that sone frame that currently
nmoves by truck would nove by rail instead. The proposed
acquisition is projected to divert approximtely 64, 000

trucks annually to rail. This local truck traffic could
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i ncrease near certain internodal facilities, but we
expect that those inpacts would be negligible.

Because of the diversion of trucks-to-rail,
t he proposed acquisition is expected to increase overal
energy efficiency, and it's not expected to increase
overall air em ssions. It could result in an overal
decrease in air em ssions, including greenhouse gas
em ssions. However, it would affect where em ssions
occur, and we did find that em ssions of nitrogen
oxi des, which is a precursor chem cal for ozone, would
increase in three nonattai nnent and mai nt enance areas
for ozone across the rail network.

The Draft EI'S concludes that other types
i npacts would be mnor. W do not expect that the
proposed acqui sitions would adversely affect historical
bui | di ngs, structures, or archeol ogical sites that are
eligible for listing or listed in the National Register
of Historic Places.

We don't expect that the proposed acquisition
woul d have a mmjor inpact on hazardous naterials rel ease
sites, biological resources, or water resources.

And we al so consi dered whet her the proposed
acquisition could result in inpacts when considered

al ong with other reasonably foreseeable planned future
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actions and did not identify any major inpacts that the
proposed acqui sition would contribute to.

Again, this is a very high level and very
brief summary of the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenment. | encourage you to, if you are interested in
| earni ng nore about how we conducted our assessnment or
what our conclusions are, to review the Draft EIS itself
and the correspondi ng appendi ces.

Currently, as | have nentioned, in the public
commenting portion of the environnmental review process,
the Draft EI'S was issued back on August 5th, and we wl|
be accepting coment until October 14th. After the
conmment period closes, we will prepare a Final
Environnmental |npact Statenment, a Final EI'S, that wll
respond to every coment that we receive and nake any
necessary changes to the EIS based on these comments.
That Final EIS will set forth our final conclusions
about the environmental inmpact to the proposed
acquisition to the decision nmakers, to the Surface
Transportation Board nenmbers. It will also make our
final recomendati ons for potential mtigation to
address sone of the environnental inpacts of the merger.

After the Final EI'S, the Board will consider

the entire record, including the entire environnental
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record -- that includes the Draft EIS, the Final EIS,
and all coments that we received -- in making its fina
deci si on on whether to approve the proposed acquisition
or not and, if they decide to approve it, whether to

i mpose mtigation.

Al right. Now, | would like to turn now to
review the different ways in which you can comment on
the Draft EIS. O course, the purpose of tonight's
meeting is to hear oral comments, and we have many
people who are pre-registered to deliver those conments
this evening. W are also accepting witten conments on
the Draft EI'S, and witten and oral comments are treated
exactly equally. If you would like to submt witten
comments, there are a nunber of ways in which you can do
so. We do encourage you to submt your comments
electronically, if possible. You can do so through the
Boar d- sponsored project website, which is shown up here
on the screen, www. CP- KCSMergerEl S.com or you can do so
t hrough the Board' s website, www. stb.gov. |[If you would
like to mail your comrents, you can send themto ne at
t he address shown on the screen here. Please note a
couple of things. Any coments that you submt wll be
made public on the Board's website. Please note that

any comments have to be postnmarked or received by
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Cct ober 14th. And, finally, it would make our jobs a
| ot easier if you would please reference the docket
number in any comrents that you submit. The docket
nunber for this proposed acquisition is FD 36500.

So | nentioned our project website. That
woul d be www. CP- KCSMergerElI S.com |t contains a |ot of
information that m ght be of interest to you, including
the Draft EIS itself and an interactive map show ng the
potential inpacts of the proposed acquisition across the
network. It also includes this, a public involvenent
page, where you can submt your witten comments
directly into the screen shown on your right.

If you would like to submit comments as an
attachnent, as a Word file or a PDF file, then you can
do so through the Board's website, www. stb.gov. This
slide shows the environnmental comnment formon the
Board's website.

"Il leave this slide up as we nove into the
formal commenting portion of tonight's neeting. Here
are the different ways that you can stay engaged
t hroughout the remai nder of the environnental review
process. Again, you can visit the Board-sponsored
project website, the Board website. You can join in our

e-mail list to receive project updates by e-mail. W
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have an online interactive neeting roomthat sort of
meant to replicate this space, but virtually.

Again, if you have questions, contact us at
Cont act @CP- KCSMer ger El S.comor call the information |ine
shown here on the screen.

So with that, I'"'mgoing to turn it back over
to Candice to facilitate tonight's public conmment
portion of the neeting, but very quickly, | did want to
recogni ze the presents of two of our Surface
Transportation Board menbers. That's Surface
Transportati on Board Chairman Martin Ooberman i s here and
Board nmenber M chelle Schultz. Thank you both for
joining us. | thank you all for attending.

MS. ANDRE: Okay. Gve us just a mnute to
transition, please. | know that everybody is anxious to
be able to have a little bit of time for their comments.

A few things as we begin tonight's coment
session portion of the public nmeeting. First, we
brought in a couple of nore chairs. |If you hear a
noise, it's us trying to bring in sone additional
chairs. There is a couple of sporadic chairs throughout
that | see. W have several people that have
pre-registered to coment and then al so people that have

regi stered out at the registration table tonight to
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comment. We had advertised this neeting to run until 8
p.m, but we are going to extend the neeting until 9:30
to try and hear as many coments as we possibly can. So
with that, | just wanted to nake sure you al so knew t hat
the restroons, if you wal k out the doors are to your

ri ght down that hallway. We really don't have any
breaks planned so we can get as many peopl e upon at the
m ke toni ght as possible.

A couple of other ground rules for tonight.

So please treat your fellow attendees and the Board
staff with respect. Respect the opinions of others,

i ncludi ng those with whom you may not agree. Disruptive
behavi or, including yelling, chanting, protesting, and
threatening others will result in renoval fromthe
nmeeting, so please let's be fair. G ve everybody a
chance at the m ke and |isten.

This coment session is for the community to
provide formal comments. This is not a venue for
guestions and answers. We will be taking all of these
coment s back, as Josh nentioned, and providing
responses to those. Respect the time limts that we
have tonight so we can get as many people up to the m ke
as possible. W have a three-minute time for each

commenter. M coll eague Kara Peach is going to be
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hel ping me nonitor that so we nmake sure we get as many
commenters up as possible, and we'll have a tiner

di spl ayed and a warning card. Wen you see a yell ow
card, that nmeans you have one mnute renmaining in your
t hree-m nute portion.

As a rem nder, Josh nentioned this, al
comrents witten, oral, transcribed, or electronically
filed are all carrying the sane wei ght, and we respond
to all of those the sane; so please keep in mnd that
you -- there is lots of different ways to provide
comment s.

So to kick off tonight, I'd |like to ask first
if there are any federal, state, or |ocal elected
officials that are not registered to speak that woul d
like to make a comment? And we'll start with federal.
Federal elected officials that are not registered to
speak, if you can please cone to the m ke

One other inportant thing that | forgot, you
can cone to a mke right here in the mddle of the
group.

Ckay. Any state elected officials?

ATTENDEE: Her e.
MS. ANDRE: Okay. Cone, please.

MR. LEWS: H there. Good evening, everyone. | am
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Seth Lewis, State Representative, 45th District, which
represents five communities here that are going to be
affected by this potential merger.

On behalf of Illinois and conmmunities we
represent, we want you to know that Illinois is a
wel com ng state. W want comrerce. W know t hat
railroads come to Chicago. W understand how i nport ant
it is that we keep a vital infrastructure, that we have
commerce, and we enpl oy people such as the railroad does
in the ancillary jobs; however, this nmerger wth what
you're asking the residents to do, to volunteer to
contribute to the greater good of the nation, seenms to
be a little bit unjust. W have billions of dollars
bet ween these two conpanies. W have hundreds of
mllions in profit. Yet, for residents, | think the
current offer is $10 mllion for mtigation. That is
unjust, it's unfair, and we need the Surface
Transportation Board to | ook at what is fair to our
communities if you're going to approve this nerger.
Cars cannot sit for 15 to 20 m nutes as we know t hese
trains will conme in at 20 mles an hour into the yard.
Qur first responders will have to find alternate routes,
which is unfair to those who need their help

i mredi ately.
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So | ask once again if you are going to
consi der approving this nerger, please think of the
sacrifices that the residents in these conmunities have
to endure and at least try and make it just. Thank you
very much

MS. ANDRE: Any other state elected officials?

Yes, to the m ke.
If there is any other ones, you are welconme to
get yoursel f ready.

MS. PAPPAS: Good evening. M nane is Diane Pappas.
| amthe Illinois State Senator fromthe 23rd District
whi ch represents Wod Dal e, Itasca, Medinah, Roselle,
Hanover Park, and Bartlett, all of which are along the
railroad line that's being considered as part of the
merger. |In addition to everything that ny col |l eague
just said, all of which | agree with, during the
presentation, | have heard a | ot about averages al ong
the entire system

THE REPORTER: Excuse ne. Just a little | ouder so |

can hear.

MS. PAPPAS: Sorry. |'mshort.

THE REPORTER: That's okay. | know the m crophone
is too high.

MS. PAPPAS: | have heard a | ot about averages al ong
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the entire system but what we have here is just a very,
very small part of the system where you really need to
consi der the cunul ative effects of the air and noise

pol lution that we face along this corridor.

We have mmj or hi ghways, and we have the
airport. When you're considering the noise inpact, you
can't consider railroad noise in a vacuum It's al
cunul ative. When you have an airpl ane goi ng over head
and a train going by, those noises do not exi st
separately. They stack on top of each other.

Simlarly, with funes and exhaust and air
pol lution, all of those different nodes of
transportation are cunul ative.

So | would respectfully ask that in addition
to the inpact on our enmergency services, on the wait
tinmes, the increased traffic and the problens that that
causes in the area, that you also considered the
cunul ative effects of both air and noi se pollution.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Any local elected official that are not
pre-regi stered?

Yes, ma'am

MS. OZOG. Hello, everyone. M nane is Mary

FitzGerald Ozog. | am a DuPage County Board Menber from
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District 4, Gen Ellyn, Weaton, et cetera.

| amthe chair of the DuPage County Public
Transit Commttee, so | would first |ike to address how
this will inpact Metra. Metra, of course, in the | ast
two years with the pandem c has seen its ridership
deci mated, and this nmerger will very likely affect both
M | waukee lines, and it will be difficult in terms of
schedul i ng, et cetera.

And | also want to address the group and the
Board as a 36 year honeowner who has been directly
affected by a nmerger. |In 1996, the Union Pacific
pur chased the Chicago and North Western. M hone is
directly next to that railroad in dowmntown den Ellyn.
Wthin a year of this nmerger, a woman was killed on the
tracks a mle fromm honme. She was just beside
herself, entered the tracks to yell at the engineer
because his train had been parked there for hours wth
the engine operating. | nyself have experienced this.
Labor Day weekend several years ago, a train operated
with its engine running and no -- nobody in the cabin
for two days. Calling the Union Pacific, they didn't
even acknow edge there was a train there. That's the
kind of thing that we put up with because ny house,

unfortunately, is where there is -- a mle to the east
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where there is no crossing, and so they park the trains
on the three track non-sighting area. That has gone on
now for over 25 years.

There is also trains that are regularly
bl ocking traffic in dowmmtown G en Ellyn. Downtown
VWheat on, the sanme situation, but especially Aen Ellyn
because we do have this mle | ong area.

We are at -- we have a high school right in
our downtown area. We have trains bl ocking, we have
traffic, et cetera, so it can be very inconvenient. And
downtown A en Ellyn has one underpass which was built
over well over a hundred years ago and only all ows one
| ane of traffic at times, so we can have is sone really
bad situations in Gen Ellyn.

Metra service is often disrupted by, quote,
freight train interference.

On top of that, nmy house has been deval ued.

We stayed in our home. We had just had our fourth baby,
and | had just built an $80,000 addition to ny home, but
my honme two bl ocks away woul d probably be worth a
quarter of a mllion dollars nore. The assessor in ny
townshi p has added a speci al evaluation to our hones

al ong the tracks, so our property taxes have been

reduced, but at what price. | have been in ny hone for
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along time. 1 don't knowif I"mgoing to be able to
sell it and don't know what price it's going to cost or

it's going to get ne.

But at this point, nmergers may be great for
railroads, but they're not necessarily good for our
communities. And trust ne, there will be negative
inpact. And it's really inportant that those of you who
are maki ng these deci sions understand that and
understand that as Illinois and Northeastern Illinois
residents, we are already very inpacted by railroad
operati ons, and whatever happens, it has to be
mtigated, and it's just really inmportant to our
comruni ti es.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: O her local elected officials?

Ckay. | don't see any nore. Geat.

Al right. So we're going to start with
Kurtis Pozsgay.

Kurtis, are you in the roon? Geat. Wile
Kurtis is getting ready, one nore remnder. |If there is
anyone that does need any assistance with Spanish
transl ati ons, we do have two translators here that are
sitting just to the right, so please, before you

comment, if you need any assistance with that, they are
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happy to hel p.
Kurtis, go ahead, please.

MR. POZSGAY: Yes. Hello. So | amhere with the
Coalition to Stop CPKC, and I amthe Community and
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent Director for the Village of
Bensenvil |l e.

| am al so an urban planner, and ny topic
tonight is essentially tal king about the Chicago

Metropol i tan Agency for Planning and all of the work

t hey have done in our communities. | have been a urban
pl anner for about two decades. In ny time in Chicago, |
have worked extensively with CMAP. | sat on the

Econom ¢ Devel opnment Commttee of CMAP from 2014 to
2018. | amvery famliar with their work. And
unfortunately, they couldn't be here tonight to speak on
their own behal f.

So the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Pl anning is our region's conprehensive pl anni ng
organi zation. They are the region's federally mandated
MPO. They are essentially the pass through for federal
dollars to get spent in our area. So the agency and its
partners devel oped and are now i npl enenting On To 2050.
It's the | ong-ranged plan for the netropolitan area, and

it focuses on, you know, inplenmenting strategies that
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address its reputation, housing, econom c devel opnent,
open space, the environment, and other quality of life
i ssues. So CMAP has created this | ocal technical

assi stance program and the local technical assistance
programis essentially what they do to pass through a

| ot of these federal dollars to the local comrunities.
It's pretty technical assistance for these communities.
And so many of the communities along this proposed
merger |line have gone through the Local Technical

Assi stance. So they have done planning for the

downt owns, for their corridors, for the nei ghborhoods
along this, you know, stretch of line. The comunities
in our coalition, CMAP has worked on those gauged
projects with DuPage County in Bartlett, Elgin, Hanover
Park, Roselle, and Bensenville, and added rel ati onshi ps
with other communities at sone point or another. O the
projects in the communities, many involve transit

al ready in devel opnment. Essentially, many of our
downtowns are |l ocated along this transit |ine, and
you're essentially going to with this nerge affect and
essentially cut off downtowns of many of the
communities. So nost of the tinmes on the expense, it
will be essentially split in half, meaning any increase

intrain traffic or an increase in train length wll
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have a drastic expense on how t hose downt owns operate.
So the proposed nerger could potentially waste hundreds
of thousands of dollars, of federal dollars, already
spent on planni ng the devel opnent projects in these
downt owns. Each affected conmunity nmay need to revisit
and revise their plans at a significant cost. CMAP has
al ready expressed the agency's concerns to the STB in
terns of transit services, blockages of rail yard
crossings, air quality considerations, noise and
vibration within the STB oversight period. CMAP is also
preparing their own Environnental |npact Statenment. One
of the coalition's major concerns with the Draft EIS is
that our communities in the Chicago regi on were not
gi ven proper consideration. This sectional line is just
different, and it deserves special attention. Perhaps
if we could nove that to be to work with CMAP on
Chi cago' s specific concerns.
Thank you for your consideration. Thank you.
MS. ANDRE: Thank you.
Krista Kefauver, Krista Kefauver.

ATTENDANT: She is not com ng.

MS. ANDRE: Ckay.

THE REPORTER: | didn't hear that nane.

MS. ANDRE: Krista Kefauver, K-E-F-A-U-V-E-R
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Next, Tom W cox, and the next one, just to
prepare, is Carie Anne Ergo.

THE REPORTER: If they could speak a little nore
clearer because | amgetting like a vent noise and it's
affecting ny hearing.

MS. ANDRE: Us or --

THE REPORTER: Them

MS. ANDRE: Maybe just a little bit |ouder, please.

THE REPORTER: Very loud for ne so | can hear you
over here. Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane clearly for the record
al so.

MR. WLCOX: Sure.

Good evening, ny nane is TomWIlcox. | am
counsel for the Coalition to Stop CPKC of Washi ngton,
D.C. On behalf of the Coalition, | thank OEA for
hol di ng these public nmeetings, and we very mnuch
appreci ate Chairman Obernman and Vi ce Chairman Schul tz
for being here observing.

"Il try to be succinct in ny three m nutes.
In a nutshell, the eight coalition communities of DuPage
County are stunned and di sappointed that the Draft EIS
essentially concludes, based on what appears to be an

anal ysis that heavily relies on statistics nodeling in
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mat hemati cal formnulas, that the inpact of the proposed
merger on their comunities will be, quote, negligible,
m nor, and/or tenporary.

As you have already heard and you will hear
it, nunmerous representatives of communities in the
county are here tonight to express they believe that
concl usi on fal se.

The Coal ition believes OEA nuch take a much
harder | ook at the environnental inpacts of this nerger
on the Coalition communities and actually observe and
measure potential inpacts as opposed to them estimating
themfroma far. There are anple grounds for OEA to
conduct additional analysis of the merger's inpacts on
the Chicago area and issue a supplenment Draft
Environmental | npact Statenent for conveying on that
addi ti onal analysis and appropriate mtigation matters.

As for just a few specific points supporting
that position, the Draft EIS wongly accepts as true the
applicants' track of projections over the Elgin
subdi vi sion despite the fact that these projections are
highly contested and |likely significantly understate the
actual post-nmerger of freight train |evels.

The Draft Environmental |npact Statenent

accepts as true the applicants' proposed operating plan
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despite the fact that the Coalition and the other
parties, especially the Canadi an National and Metra,
have denonstrated it is severely flawed.

The OEA conducted no anal ysis of the adverse
i npacts of the proposed nmerger on the ability of first
responders and emergency vehicles to serve the Coalition
communi ti es.

And on the one hand, the Environmental | npact
St atement bases its conclusions of note that inpacts on,
as Josh nentioned, on the applicants saying 64, 000
trucks will be renoved from North Anmerica's highways on
the fly, but on the other hand, it adversely ignored the
adverse of inpacts fromthe 163,000 trucks that woul d be
added each year to the roads around Bensenville and the
Schiller Park yards. And while OEA gave notice of the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent to the |ocal
communities, there is no evidence that before today OEA
has actually engaged in a dialogue with any of the
transportation officials or first responders.

On that score, the Coalition notes that in the
EJE proceedi ng, OEA s predecessor held eight open house
nmeetings in the Chicago area to assess the environnental
i npact of that nore limted transaction.

Okay. |'Il stop right there. Thank you.
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MS. ANDRE: Okay. Next, it will be Jeff Pruyn, if
you' d like to get ready.

THE REPORTER: Can you spell that for ne, please,
who i s speaking, the nanme and speaki ng?

MS. ANDRE: Yes. He'll announce his name at the
nm ke. Sorry.

M5. ERGO. Yeah. Carie Anne Ergo, E-R-G O

Good evening and wel cone to Itasca. M nane
is Carie Anne Ergo. | serve as Village Adm nistrator in
|tasca and as chairperson of the Coalition to Stop CPKC
representing the communities of Bartlett, Bensenville,
El gin, Itasca, Hanover Park, Roselle, Schaunmburg, Wod
Dal e i n DuPage County, all of whom are here tonight.
Qur communities total 300, 000-plus residents,

but because of our proximty to Chicago and O Hare
| nternational Airport, we have mllions of commuters who
traverse our roadways. OQur communities are full of
school s, small and | arge busi nesses, comunity centers,
hospital s, and senior centers, and when we first heard
t hat Canadi an Pacific was | ooking at increasing freight
on Metra's commuter tracks through our communities, we
were worried. And when we |learned that it was part of a
$31 billion merger that would create the only continuous

rail system | eaving Mexico to Canada, we united.
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This line cuts right through downtowns. Most
days our conmmunities see only two freight trains. |If
approved, we could see 14 freight trains daily running
t hrough our comunities in just three years. Wat wll
that do to anbul ance runs, police rushing to service
calls, parents taking their children to school, or
busi nesses maki ng deliveries? You don't know because
nobody at the STB bothered to visit our towns or consult
a single local authority.

We are comunities which exist on small
t axpayer funded budgets facing two Class | railroads,
and | can't help but feel we are being railroaded. W
do not have big corporate dollars to hire dozens of
| obbyi sts or pay for expert testinony like the big
for-profit railroads. For our residents, we are doing
everything we can to point out the actual inpact the
mer ger woul d have, i mreasurable harmto our comrunities
and this region.

Today, we will present facts from our own
railroad crossing delay analysis that shows that CP,
what they are proposing, will have life-altering and
life-threatening inpacts in our communities. Up to
23,000 additional vehicles could be bl ocked daily,

i ncludi ng cars, buses, trucks, and, yes, energency
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vehicles. This is not negligible, mnor, or tenporary,
as you indicated in your Draft EIS.

We stand here with the backing of the Illinois
federal del egation, Senators Durbin, Duckworth, and
Congressman Kri shnanmoorthi, who share our concern about
this merger. W stand here united when we say the Draft
EIS did not do its due diligence in considering our
communi ties' concerns.

So in closing, | respectfully submt this
railroad crossing delay analysis for your review, ask
t hat you hear our concerns, and conduct additi onal
anal ysis of the environmental inpacts on our area before
any further action is taken.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: And next, we have Jeff Pruyn.

THE REPORTER: | didn't hear you.

Pl ease state your nane.

MR. PRUYN. Good evening my nanme is Jeff Pruyn, |
have the privilege of being the mayor of Itasca. Thank
you all for com ng here.

When a mayor takes its oath of office, we
recite in part, I wll equally, fairly, and inpartially,
to the best of my ability and skill, exercise the trust

reposed in me. Now, those words "exercise the trust
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reposed in me" nean that those who had voted us as
mayors into office trust us to do what is best for them

As a father, a husband, uncle, friend, and
mayor, the nunber one thing for ne is safety, safety for
those | |ove, care about, and put their trust in ne.
And as the mayor, ny number one concern for nmy community
is safety.

VWhen we first heard about this potential
merger, all | could think about was the dangerous
j eopardy we would all be in with all of these additional
freight trains. |In Itasca, we have four at-grade
crossings. Qur police and fire station is on the south
end of the tracks, but the mpjority of our community is
on the north side of the tracks. Under the proposal,
freight trains could be nore than 2 mles long, and it's
reported that the frequency could increase from3 tines
a day to 8 and to as many as 14 tinmes a day. |In Itasca,
one of these longer freight trains could block all four
of our at-grade crossings at the sanme tine.

In a few m nutes, you will hear from our

communities' police chiefs and fire chiefs who wll
provi de testi nony on safety.

Still, | have one point, one inportant thing.

In this Draft EIS, you conpletely ignored in |ooking at
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the safety of our communities and how this first of its
ki nd merger would harm our conmunity and ot hers.

Toni ght, you will hear testinony from our
communi ties on why you shouldn't have ignored our
communities. | speak for our residents, business
owners, and community |l eaders in Itasca when | say |
strongly oppose this nmerger as proposed because of
saf ety concerns.

MS. ANDRE: Do you want to see if we can pause just
a mnute? This congressman was able to cone, and he
just arrived.

Good afternoon, M. Congressman.

Good afternoon. Yes, please. Go ahead.
Thank you for attending.

MR. KRI SHNAMOORTHI :  Good evening. M nane is
Congressman Raj a Krishnanoorthi fromthe 8th District of
Il'linois. | represent all of the conmmunities from
Bensenville all of way to Elgin that are going to face
guadrupl e their current volune of freight traffic under
t he proposed nerger.

| am extrenely concerned that the Draft
Environmental | npact Statenent does not, does not
adequat el y address data accuracy or public safety

concerns, and I will take you to those two issues in
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turn.

First, Metra, Canadian National, and a
coalition of conmunities in our district have all filed
their concerns that the Canadian Pacific data with
regard to train counts as well as the volunme of freight
that is proposed to flow through the communities under
the merger are unreliable, inconsistent, and fl awed.

For exanple, CP projects that the nmerger woul d
increase freight traffic in our communities from 3
freight trains per day to 11 freight trains per day.
Metra and communities in ny district have projected that
there could actually be closer to 18 freight trains per
day. The Draft EIS fails to reconcile these figures and
wi t hout ensuring the reliability of CP's data, the STB
cannot accurately assess the inpacts of the proposed
nmer ger .

Now, | et ne address the public safety
concerns. The Draft EIS does not adequately address the
merger's negative public safety inpact, nanely, from
energency vehicle del ays caused by bl ocked crossings.
The Draft EIS emergency response analysis only eval uates
28 crossings across the country, none of which, none of
which are in Illinois, even though Chicago is by far the

| argest nmetropolis affected by this nerger. Here in our
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communities, local responders nust cross train tracks
frequently to respond to energencies. |Indeed, the
density of crossings in our comunities, | would -- |
woul d wager to say, is far above average across the
entire set of tracks covered by the nerger. There are
54 crossings over approximately 20 m |l es of track.

As Itasca has already inforned the Board
t hrough the mayor and others, freight trains traveling
this route often averaging 10,000 feet in length are
| ong enough to block all of the crossings in sonme
communi ties sinmultaneously, including the four in
|t asca.

As you will hear shortly, these bl ockages
del ay our energency responders. In Itasca, 60 percent
of the nearly 13,000 energency calls that the Itasca
police received in the |last two years cane fromthe
ot her side of the tracks fromwhich the police
departnment was | ocated. Responders of Itasca already
experience delays with the nere 3 freight trains
coursing through the community each day, but as Metra
and ot hers have noted, there could be al nost 15 nore
freight trains per day, totaling 18 over the course of
the day. That neans nore bl ockages and nore del ays for

everyone, including anmbul ances and police.
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In the Final EI'S, the STB nust, it nust
consi der energency vehicle delays at the crossings in
our comunities, and it nust consult the | ocal
responders in our communities in order to assess the
mergers full safety inpacts, and that has not happened.
Let ne just repeat. It has not happened. You have not
consulted with our fol ks and our |ocal responders.

Thank you. | look forward to foll owi ng up
with a witten conmment, and thank you for visiting ny
congressional district to hear our concerns tonight.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Hi. Thanks, Chris. Please state your
name for the record.

MR. SNYDER: Good eveni ng, everyone. M nane is
Chri stopher Snyder. | amthe Director of Transportation
and County Engi neer for DuPage County. | have been
doing that for the last 10 years.

Before we received the Draft EIS, the
Coalition initiated a tinme delay study hiring a
reputable traffic engineering firmw th specialized
expertise in this area. The tinme delay study relied
upon actual field observations of freight train down
gate tinmes, noting that on multiple occasions, only two

freight trains were observed on any given day. W
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| ooked at average daily traffic volunes at grade
crossings, and we projected the inpact of the proposed
merger using a fundamental traffic engineering del ay
model . The nodel determ nes the m nutes of delay due to
an isol ated bl ockage, a train passing, taking into
account the cumul ative effect of vehicle arrivals as
wel | as departures on del ay.

We are here to present evidence fromthis tinme
del ay study to prove the Draft EIS is a
m scharacterizati on of what would be the actual inpact
for the hundreds of thousands of vehicles that cross
t hese tracks every day through Elgin and Bensenville.
The actual inpacts are astounding. Qur study eval uates
fam liar nmeasures to all of us: the tine gates are
down, the increase to the nunber of bl ocked vehicles,
and finally, the increase in blocked vehicle del ays.

Aggregating the results of each of the 30
crossings, the proposed nerger will result in the
followi ng inpacts: an increase in gate down times of 20
and a half to 36 hours each day; an additional 15,000 to
23,000 vehicles blocked each day, including cars,
trucks, school buses, and energency responders; an
additional 862 to 1,285 hours waiting at grade crossings

each day not being home with your famly, tardy to the
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kid's soccer practice, mssing a doctor's appoi ntnent,
and nost critical, delaying emergency responsers.

The Draft EI'S conclusion that the proposed
merger would have only a mnor inpact on increased del ay
at grade crossings is flat out wong. Qur study results
clearly indicate quite the opposite.

I f approved, the nerger will have a
significant inpact blocking an additional 4 to 6 mllion
vehi cl es each year

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: The next -- the next speakers, just so
we have sone people ready to go, is Karyn Robles, G eg
Vesta, and Steve Herron. Karyn, Greg, and Steve.

Pl ease state your nane clearly for the record.

MS. ROBLES: Sure.

Good evening. | am Karyn Robles. | amthe
Director of Transportation for the Village of
Schaunburg, and | amalso with the Coalition to Stop
CPKC and speak on behalf of themas well.

The Draft Environnmental |npact Statenment for
t he proposed nerger includes an evaluation of the
i npacts of the proposed nmerger on the CP of at-grade
railroad crossings, including an eval uation of

trai n/pedestrian crashes. The Draft EIS notes that al
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1,134 roadway rail at-grade crossings in the study are
were anal yzed, but the Draft EIS fails to account for
the at-grade pedestrian crossings that are | ocated
t hroughout the study area, including the 11 conmmuter
railroad stations |located in the Stop CPKC Coalition
comruni ties.

| want to point out sonething very inportant.
CEA overl ooked the fact that these at-grade crossings
represent sone of the highest vol unme pedestrian
crossings in the study area, the potential safety issues
associ ated with the increased freight traffic, and the
mtigation that we need due to the proposed increase in
t he nunber of freight trains.

Qur rail stations serve alnost 18, 000
commut ers each day. Every day conmuters nust cross the
railroad tracks in order to assess parking, bus
stations, and boarding platfornms. Although these
crossings often have lights and bells to notify
pedestrians when a train is approaching, this segnent of
the rail line is double tracked, which neans the
additional freight trains running through these stations
bring additional risk and potential inpact on pedestrian
safety. When a commuter or freight train is operating

on one of the tracks, the second track can be bl ocked

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Hearing September 12, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 53

fromview by the train on the first track. This gives
pedestrians a false sense of security that it's safe to
Cross.

The failure to account for these at-grade
pedestrian crossings as part of the DEIS anal ysis nmeans
that the risk to pedestrian safety as a result of the
merger i s underestimted.

Further, the DEIS only includes one voluntary
mtigation neasure in which CP says that they will work
with communities in support of those conmmunities
securing funding for crossing mtigation projects.

Thi s proposed nerger should ensure pedestrian
saf ety and should require CP to fund mtigation nmeasures
that will increase pedestrian safety, such as adding,
pedestrian gates at these crossings to mnimze
trai n/ pedestrian accidents.

According to the DuPage Rail Safety Council,
pedestrian gate installations are effective nmtigation
measures that can have a direct inpact on reducing
pedestrian injuries and fatalities at at-grade
Crossi ngs.

On behalf of the Stop CPKC Coalition, | am
requested that the Final EIS include an anal ysis of

pedestrian safety at all at-grade pedestrian crossings
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| ocated in the study area and that the Final EIS include
additional mtigation that will require CP to fund
pedestrian safety inprovenents such as pedestrian gates.
The safety of our pedestrians at these crossings is too
i nportant to ignore.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Greg Vesta.

MR. VESTA: Good evening. M nane is Geg Vesta. |
amcurrently the Police Chief for the City of Wod Dal e,
[11inois.

Thank you for allowing nme to speak tonight
regardi ng the inpact the proposed nmerger woul d have on
our public safety. Simlar inmpacts would not only be
felt in Wod Dale, but across the entire corridor.

So a .7 second delay for the average car
doesn't seem very reasonable for a resident, comuter,
or a public safety professional to be concerned about.
Right? But for the 24,500 vehicles that are crossing
our railroad tracks on Irving Park Road and Wod Dal e
every single day, that's the same as 285 ninutes, or
al rost 5 hours delay, that are experienced at our
current rail levels. For the thousands of cars that
pass when there are no trains covering -- crossing the

tracks, they m ght not feel the inpact that our
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residents will feel with the significant increase in
freight traffic, but tonight I'm not seeking about the
average car. M concern is our police cars. M concern
is the ability of our first responders to be able to
respond to life-threatening enmergencies that our
resi dents experience on a regular basis. M concern is
the safety of our officers who may be left to fend for
t hensel ves while their backup officer is sitting waiting
for a tanker or a cargo container to cross the crossing
in their town so they can resume their route to assi st
their officers.

| don't have to go far back in the nmenory
banks for many exanples of this. Just in February of
2022, our officers were given energency dispatch tones
to respond to a resident on the south side of the
tracks. It was for a gun threat. The cars on the north
side of the tracks and the supervisor were del ayed by a
freight train for 4 mnutes and 26 seconds while an
officer was alone with a reportedly arnmed subject. Once
t he backup officer arrived 1 mnute later, the officers
that were north of the tracks were still outnunbered by
suspects until they cleared the freight train over 3
m nutes | ater.

And then just a couple of weeks ago, in August
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of 2022, our officers responded to a report of several
subjects fleeing a | ocal gas station wearing full face
masks and believed to be conmtting a robbery or a
burglary in the area. The officers that were respondi ng
had cl eared the building after finding sone of the
suspects. They were stopped at a train crossing for
over 7 mnutes and 15 seconds when two freight trains
failed to clear the intersection.

So in addition to these specific incidents, a
review of our 2021 train delays that were docunented
i ncl udes delays for nultiple mnutes for donestic
batteries, burglaries, nental health crises, accidents,
suspi ci ous persons, fights, and nmany other incidents; so
when precious seconds count in saving a life or
confronting a threat to our residents, the m nutes
waiting for the trains to pass feel |like hours for our
of ficer.

A significant increase in train traffic is
only going to result in many nore of these incidents
that may not be resolved safely due to the inability of
responding in a tinmely manner.

So while the railroad stated in a recent
opinion article in the newspaper that the nmerger would

result in |ess populated -- |ess pollution and inproved
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safety on the roads for everyone, for the residents that
live in these communities, delayed energency response
wi Il not beconme safer.

So with that, | urge you to think -- not think
about the average commuter or the average responder, but
consi der what would be the real |ife delays for our
residents and the communities if this is allowed to
pr oceed.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Pl ease state your nanme clearly for the
record.
MR. HERRON: Sure.

My nane is Steve Herron, HE-R-RON. | am
the Chief of Police with the Roselle Police Departnent.

I thank you this evening for allow ng nme an
opportunity to speak. | know you're going to talk --
we're going to hear a | ot about testinony about
congestion at the crossings and of the trains. | am
here to tal k about sonmething a little bit differently,
is what happens when the road is bl ocked, what do cars
do. We have seen it routinely. What they do is they
find the path of |east resistance, and what | nmean by
that is that they're going to try to find the way around

t he bl ockage through our side streets and, in a way, to
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find a path, again, to the road that they were going on.
As you can see from our map, nost of where we
go is Roselle Road, Roselle Road north or south, and
I rving Park Road east and west. \When a car cones north
on Roselle Road and is bl ocked by the train, they're
going to find one of the side streets. They're going to
find Main Street, Central Avenue, Maple. Wen they're
com ng down Irving Park, they' re going to wind up
| ooki ng for Maple Avenue because that's a natural route
back over to Rosell e Road.
Wel |, what does -- where does that take thenf
That takes themdirectly into our residential
nei ghborhoods. That takes us into our library parking,
our baseball fields, our skate parks, the places where
our kids play, the places where our famlies walk their
dogs, walk their famlies, they take an evening stroll,
they go out on bike rides with their kids. So what
we're going to wind up seeing is we're going to see
maybe a frustrated driver -- because |'ve been there
myself -- a frustrated driver waiting for a train,
finding an avenue to get around the train because |I'm
| ate or because of another reason, I'mgoing to be in a
hurry, I'mnot going to know the area, which is just a

di saster waiting to happen.
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Thank you for the opportunity.

MS. ANDRE: Bill WIf and Robert O Connor. Pl ease
address with Bill Wl f and Robert O Connor.

Just so everyone knows while those people are
getting up, please note that if you have deci ded you
don't want to speak, soneone said sonething that you
feel was sufficient for your comrent, just feel free to
rai se your hand when | call your nane and say you no
| onger want to speak.

Yeah.

THE REPORTER: Did soneone say sonething? | didn't
hear that. Okay.

MS. ANDRE: Okay. | don't see any of those group
speakers.

Oh, you're there. |I'msorry.

MR. O CONNOR: Good evening. M nane is Robert
O Connor, and | amthe Director of Police for the
Village of Itasca.

| want you to imagine a square box, and near
the bottom of the quarter of that box, there is a |line
that cuts through it. Below that line is our one police
station. Above that line are our schools, the majority
of the residents, and the bulk of vehicular traffic

within the nunicipality. I|magine our village is
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bi furcated with what could be as long as three and a
half m nutes by one freight train. Now, take that del ay
and multiply it by at least 8, if not 14, trains per

day. This is a police responder's nightmare.

This side of our village does not represent
the large anount of calls for service we take. 1In a
two-year tinme period from August 30th, 2020, to August
30th of 2022, the Itasca Police Departnent had nearly
13,000 calls for service. O those, nearly 60 percent
were north of that rail line. There were hundreds of
times when those calls for service were delayed by Metra
and freight trains, and that's just for two freight
trains per day. |Imagine if we have up to 14 and then
nearly 3 mles |ong.

As Mayor Pruyn stated earlier, we have four
at-grade crossings in Itasca. One of these new freight
trains could cover all four at-grade crossings at once.

When you consider this railroad merger, please
t hi nk safety first.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Andrew Johnson, Daniel Schul ze, Ana
Lal | ey.
Okay. Thank you.

Just a rem nder, please state your nane
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clearly for the record.
MR. SCHULZE: Hi. M nane is a Dan Schul ze,
S-CHUL-Z-E. | amthe Chief of Police for the Village

of Bensenville.

Currently, we have about three trains that
cone through our town each day. Like nobst towns in the
M dwest, our town is a small town. It's about 5.5
square mles and about 18,000 people. The railroad
track cuts our town right in half in which the police
station is on one side of the tracks, just like Itasca.

Currently, when a train does pull into the
yard, it sits for a nonent, probably exchanges sone
paperwork and clears sone tracks. The traffic will back
up about four blocks down York Road and onto G een
Street and right past my office. | notice the backup
quite often, and that's only three trains a day. W're
going to currently go up to about 14.

You can see the chart behind has got it
bi furcating the town and cutting it alnmost in half, so
those trains when they pull in, they stop us. The
Village of Bensenville has four grade crossing, just
li ke Itasca. They're about a bl ock apart, and one of
themis about two bl ocks.

In preparing to speak to you today, | | ooked
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at the GAO s report from 2017 to find out what the
average train in Anerica is and found out it was about
5500 feet long. 5,280 feet in a mle, so that puts it
at just over a mle. It would easily block all of our
grade crossings and probably bl eed over into a good deal
in ltasca as well. Those trains would be going to 14 or
18 a day as Chief O Connor has said. It would block al
of our crossings and keep the police departnment on one
side and half of our popul ation on the other.

I woul d encourage you to take that into
consi derati on because there is only one other way for us
to get around. We'd have to go all of the way to the
edge of our town and go over the Route 83 overpass, but
there is only one exit and one entrance. |'mon -- of
course, it's the opposite end of the police -- that the
police departnent is | ocated on.

Thank you for your tinme today.

MS. LALLEY: Good evening. M nane is Ana Lalley,
and | amthe Police Chief for the City of Elgin.

Thank you for allowing ne to provide a
perspective regarding police services specifically as it
relates to the City of Elgin.

The Elgin Police Departnment serves and

protects nearly 115,000 residents in the city covering
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38 square niles.

VWhile the issues | will be describing are
El gin specific, the other Coalition nmunicipalities share
simlar concerns, although the specific inpacts in their
respective communities may be different.

A police officer's tinely and safe response is
paramount. Seconds, not m nutes, can nmake a difference
in the outcome. The Elgin Police Departnent's concerns
can be predicted with reasonable certainty. There may
be many ot her unintended consequences or concerns that
w |l arise that cannot be anticipated. Predictable
concerns allow the Elgin Police Departnent to create
mtigation strategi es when there are known vari abl es,
such as the speed of the train or the times in which the
trains will be passing throughout the city. But even
with this information, there is no guarantee these
strategies will mtigate delay responding to a call for
help when a 2 mle freight train is blocking four of the
city's six river crossings that link the east and west
sides of the Elgin.

This |ine goes right through high-traffic,
hi gh-density commercial areas. Delays in vehicle and
possi bl e pedestrian traffic will occur as a 2-mle |ong

freight train sinultaneously will block four of the six
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bridge crossings linking the Elgin's east and west sides
of the Fox River.

The downtown city streets are not designed for
significant backups that will be regularly occurring at
all four crossings in the dowmntown area. The presence
of such freight trains will not only generate high
traffic density negatively inpacting vehicles and
pedestrians, but also public safety vehicles needing to
travel to either the east or west side of Elgin
responding to calls for service.

The safety of both community nmenbers and first
responders will be placed in an uncertain position by
the elongated freight trains sinultaneously blocking the
city's river crossings.

Al t hough not every call for police service
warrants an i medi ate response, it is inpossible to
antici pate when and where the time sensitive or high
priority calls will occur. This can result in
responding police units being del ayed by crossing
trains, thereby increasing response tines and needed
assi stance or service.

VWi le police officers rely on support from
ot her police officers located throughout the city for

backup, during significant high priority calls, an
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entire shift of police officers can be depl eted when
responding to an incident. In situations requiring
addi ti onal assistance and resources, this delay in
provi di ng an adequate police response because of a
freight train blocking the river crossings places both
of ficers and conmmunity nenmbers in precarious situations.
El gin responds to approximately 150 calls for

service per day on the average. Sonme of these calls
require nmultiple officers and resources to resol ve.
Having four train tracks crossing and bl ocked nmultiple
times throughout a 24-hour period will have a
significant inpact on the officers' safety.

The police departnment's headquarters on the
city's east side of the Fox River is the central
| ocation's resources, such as an arnored vehicle,
speci al i zed equi pnent, and ot her specialized vehicle
responses. Mre than half of Elgin's population is now
| ocated west of the Fox River. Delays caused by these
long freight trains will inpact the i nmedi ate response
of the resources being deployed into an incident that
can cause serious consequences.

As the nature of police and fire services is
not predictable, any efforts to elininate potenti al

ri sks shoul d be taken.
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Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you.

Geoffrey Pretkelis, James Burke, and Mark
Bozi k. Geoffrey, Geoffrey Pretkelis, Janes Burke, and
Mar k Bozi k.

MR. PRETKELIS: Hi. Good evening. M nane is
Goeffrey Pretkelis, and | serve as the Chief of Police
for the Village of Bartlett.

Thank you for this opportunity.

The proposed Canadi an Pacific acquisition of
Kansas City Southern would have a major inpact on public
safety within the Village of Bartlett. The public
safety's first priority is and should always be to
protect the interests and the needs of our residents and
busi nesses. Increased rail traffic and average freight
train lengths would traumatically, if not fatally,

i npact enmergency response if nultiple and at-grade
rail road crossings where to be sinmultaneously bl ocked
during normal and routine daily train operations.

There are several at-grade railroad crossings
within the Village of Bartlett. It is estimted that
the daily freight rail traffic would increase by 18 to
14 freight trains on the M| waukee District West Metra

line.
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It is also estimated that the average freight
train Il engths woul d i ncrease anywhere from approxi mately
2 to 3 mles long. There is a great potential for some
or all of our at-grade railroad crossings to be bl ocked
at the same tinme creating delays of approxi mately a
m nute and 47 to a mnute and 48 seconds due to new
freight rail traffic.

This will increase hazardous bottl eneck choke
points for police and fire personnel responding to
energency situations at Bartlett Elenentary School,
| ndependence Center for Early Learning, Eastview M ddle
School, 3,180 affected residential units, and several
busi nesses | ocated north of the railroad tracks --

During at-grade railroad crossing bl ockage, do
energency personnel wait for the train to pass, or do
they attenpt to drive further down to use anot her
railroad crossing and hope that the train is not
bl ocking that | ocation as well? When tine is of the
essence, you can't afford to ganble on our energency
response.

Let's take the guessing out of it. |If the
merger i s approved, as part of mitigation efforts, the
Village of Bartlett and Fire Protection District are

requesting Canadian Pacific to provide train track and
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technology to track the novenent of freight trains.

This technol ogy woul d greatly reduce energency response
del ays and all ow assess for energency personnel to have
realtime information to know when the railroad crossings
are bei ng bl ocked.

Thank you.

MR. BURKE: Good evening. M nane is Janes Burke.
| amthe Fire Chief of the Wod Dale Fire Protection
District.

| am here to explain why the District is
agai nst the proposed nerger and to try and expl ain why
the Draft EIS report conpletely ignores Wod Dale's
critical EMS and fire needs.

The nost critical and nost often used at-grade
crossing in Wod Dale is |ocated at Wod Dal e Road and
Irving Park Road. This crossing is unique in that it --
the tracks cross both Irving Park and Whod Dal e Road on
an angle within a hundred feet of each other. So the
crossing lies in the center of our District. W have
one fire station on the north that houses our single
paranmedic unit and one fire station on the south that
houses our single engine conpany. On average, we run
about 2700 calls a year. Both the engi ne conpany and

paramedi c unit respond to all calls together throughout
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the District. What that neans to us is that of the
approxi mtely 2700 calls annually, one piece of

equi pnment needs to cross the tracks on every single
cal | .

The EI'S study does not address an additional 8
to 14 freight trains and the increase of |ength of
trains up to 9,000 feet or longer and its inpact on
energency response. A single 9,000 foot train is |ong
enough to block all three at-grade crossings we have in
Wod Dale at the same time. Instead of addressing
ener gency response tines as they relate to energency
services, the EIS study tal ks about the average del ay
per vehicle, which is neaningless for a first responder.

Wth the additional freight trains of sone
stated up to 14 in nunmber, the gates will be down for an
additional 90 mnutes a day it is estimted.

The National Fire Protection Agency standard
for a response is 5 mnutes or less for EMS calls and 5
m nutes 20 second for non-EMS calls.

The DEI S study states that the inpact on
enmergency vehicle response tines is -- and | quote --

m ni mal given the fact that there are alternate routes
t hat can be used.

Currently, the closest overpass for use by
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first responders that we have available to us is |ocated
on Illinois Route 83, which is on the far east side of
the District's border. Uilizing this overpass is not
realistic is that it nore than doubles, and in sone case
triples, both response tines and travel distances to the
farthest points north and south of the District. To
suggest that these delays are mnimal is sinply untrue.

As was mentioned earlier, the EIS commttee
| isted 28 energency grade crossings in their study. It
does not |list Wod Dale Road and Irving Park Road
crossing as an energency vehicle crossing or reconmend
any mtigations for this intersection even though it has
t he highest car volune in the county and given the fact
that the Wood Dale Fire District crosses those tracks
over 2700 tinmes annually on energency responses.

Mut ual aid from nei ghboring towns has been
menti oned as a possible way to provide needed coverage
to our residents in the event of train noise. Let ne
start by explaining what nmutual aid is and what nutual
aid is not. Mitual aid is designed to hel p nei ghboring
towns during a | arge scal e energency event such as a
fire, weather event, or a mass casualty incident that
exceeds the normal day-to-day ability of fire departnment

resources. Mitual aid is not designed to address
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probl ens such as train delays by sendi ng our neighboring
fire departnent staff and resources into our community
inlieu of or in addition to our own staff and

equi pnent. It is incunbent upon us as the District to
address the issue of train delays and solve the problem
wi t hout over burdeni ng our nei ghbors as the taxpayers in
t hose communities are the ones paying for the service.

Realistically, the fire service has two
options for mtigation to ensure that crews can reach
those in need in a tinely manner. Replace the grade
crossing at Wod Dal e Road or provide us with the
funding to duplicate equipnment at both of our stations,
i ncludi ng staffing and equi pnent.

Tinmely response to EMS calls, structure fires,
hazardous materials, technical rescues, and the patients
trapped in vehicles are paranount to a successful
outcome. W thout sone sort of mtigation, the proposed
nmerger is going to ultimately cause slides by del aying
our response to critical 911 calls.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. BOZI K: Good evening. M nane is Mark Bozik,
B-OZ-1-K. | amthe Fire Chief and Emergency Manager
for the Village of Roselle.

Two of ny primary functions of nmy position is
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to nmanage risk and mtigate incidents. Years ago,
Roselle had a fire station on both side of the tracks.
A deci sion was nmade to consolidate stations to one
central location to better serve the needs of the
public. It was realized that if there was a potenti al
del ay on crossing the tracks of with mninmal freight
traffic and commuter trains blocking the grade crossing
for less than a mnute, the risk was mnimal. |If there
was an extended bl ockage of a grade crossing, energency
vehicles could detour and use the Irving Park Road
under pass. At one point, we even had a light in the
station that indicated when crossing at Rosell e Road was
bl ocked. During crossing upgrades, the light was

di sconnected by the railroad and never reconnected
despite nmultiple requests.

Today, the two at-grade crossing we routinely
utilize, Roselle Road and Medi nah Road, are bl ocked
anywhere fromtwo to three mnutes a couple of tinmes a
day with freight trains. The approval of the nerger
woul d increase freight train activity by an estimted 14
trains per day with the at-grade crossings of both
Rosel | e Road and Medi nah Road being bl ocked an average
of 3 minutes and 35 second per train. |f emergency

units are at the Rosell e Road grade crossing, they nust
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go around utilizing the Irving Park Road underpass that
adds three mnutes to the response.

If emergency units are notified prior to
| eaving the station and utilize the Irving Park Road
underpass, it still adds 2 m nutes and 20 second to a
response.

VWhat does a 3 mnute delay to energency
servi ces caused by freight trains nmean to the Village of
Roselle? It means that a house fire that doubles in
size ever eight mnutes or every mnute will be eight
times bigger because of the delay. It neans that a
person having a stroke will spend an additional three
weeks in rehabilitation because of the delay. It means
that a witnessed cardiac arrest patient will have a 27
to 30 percent |ess chance of surviving the event. It
means that our pediatric trauma patient woul d have
wai ted three additional m nutes for an anbul ance
potentially changi ng the outcone.

From a risk managenent standpoint, the easiest
way to avoid these additional risks is not to increase
the train traffic by not -- denying the nerger.

If it is the intent of the Surface
Transportation Board to recommend approval of the

merger, then the appropriate |evel of funding nust be
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provided to the Village to mtigate the increased risks
with the nerger. The Village should not have to endure
t he additional costs brought on by the railroad nmerger
to provide the sane |evel of protection that our
residents currently receive.

Thank you for your tine.

MS. ANDRE: The next three speakers are John
Schnei dwi nd, Eric Fors, and Jim Wl ters.

And just a rem nder, please state your nane
for the record. Thank you.

MR. SCHNEI DW ND: Good evening. M nane is John
Schneidwind. | amproudly the Chief of the Itasca Fire
Protection District.

13 mnutes, that's howlong it will take our
fire departnent to respond to a house on the north side
of town if had a nearly 3 mle freight train crossing
all of our at-grade railroad crossings at once. 13
nm nutes can destroy a house by fire. More inportantly,
13 mnutes can literally put sonebody's life in jeopardy
if they call 911 for a |life-saving situation. Wy 13
m nutes? Please |look at the map. As Mayor Pruyn
describes, the train literally cuts through the mddle
of our town. Qur only fire house is on the south side

of the tracks. The hone | ocated at 563 Center Street is
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north of the tracks, and when no trains are present, it
takes a total travel tinme of 1 mnute and 15 second from
our station. If a train were to block all of our
crossings, the alternate route would take 13 m nutes.
This is clearly not an acceptable tinme -- response tine.
| ndustry standards are 5 mi nutes or |less, which we abide
by. Equally inportant, the northern end of our town is
home to two of our three schools, several high-rise
bui | di ngs, busi ness parks, and into our daily popul ation
of nearly 20,000 people. A nerger that increases our
response tinme will be an unfair burden to our community.

We staff one fire engi ne, one anbul ance, and
one battalion chief. W respond to approximtely 1700
calls per year in town. The call volune is split al npost
in half with 48 percent of the calls being north of the
tracks. A large percentage of our calls are for nedica
services, and a delay reaching victins with heart
attacks, strokes, overdoses, or respiratory distress
will greatly inpact the survival and recovery of those
peopl e we serve.

| would be remss if | did not address the
fact that fire doubles every m nute, and responses that
leads to a fire will have dire consequences.

The health and safety of our comunity nenbers
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are at the utnost concern to our District.

One long-termmtigation if this nmerger goes
t hrough woul d be an overpass at Prospect Avenue. An
overpass in town would allow us to serve the entire
popul ation of Itasca regardl ess of when a train
approaches.

| strongly encourage the consideration of
all ocating funds i medi ately for the construction of an
over pass at Prospect Avenue. However, this mtigation
process will take years, so the need for a new fire
station north of the tracks will need to be considered.
The long-term cost of a new fire station wll
undoubt edly be a heavy burden for the taxpayers.

The sentinment | have heard from our community
repeatedly is we should not be burdened by a for-profit
nmer ger .

| am agai nst the nerger

Thank you.

MR. FORS: Good evening. M nane is Eric Fors, and
| amthe Fire Chief of Hanover Park. | have been
serving ny community as a firefighter and paranedic for
25 years.

As you have heard fromthose before me and you

will continue to hear fromthe group that is speaking
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after, response tinmes will dramatically affect this --
if this nmerger is allowed to continue.

The Il1linois Departnent of Public Health

mai ntai ns records on pre-hospital energency care. These
are reports that our paranedics conplete for each EMS
request. In 2019, an IDPH report on response tines
found that in DuPage County, 57,900 incidents reveal ed
an i mredi ate response tine of 5 mnutes. |In Cook,
roughly over 504,000 responses al so noted an i medi ate
response time of 5 mnutes. This is the |evel of
service provided, which is not only necessary, but is
what comes expected. Either making these extra trains
use an alternate route or separating grade crossings to
all ow travel over or under the tracks are the only
realistic ways to ensure that energency responders can
reach those in need in a tinely manner.

Each fire departnment understands and nonitors
this critical tinme frame and will be closely watching
changes if the nerger is allowed to continue its
pr oposal s.

According to the Journal of the American Heart
Associ ation, the survival to 30 days after a w tnessed
out -of -hospital cardiac arrest is worse as the ambul ance

response tinmes increase. This correlation is seen
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i ndependently of initial heart rhythm or whether or not
CPR has been done before EMS arrival, thus increasing
the EMS response tinmes is directly linked to increasing
survival in these critical patients.

Additional to cardiac arrest, the stroke
patient is extrenmely tine sensitive. The American Heart
Associ ati on again has public research that shows 1.9
mllion brain cells die every mnute that that brain is
deprived of blood flow. Longer trains and nore frequent
trains will only increase this critical response m nutes
and will certainly decrease the positive outcones of
t hese patients.

As expected, response tines will have a
dramatic effect when responding to a structure fire. To
key conponents are the rate that the fire grows and the
type of materials that burn. You have heard prior to,
fire grows at great speed. 1In certain conditions fire
can nearly double in size every mnute. The speed of
fire is in conmbination with the fact that today, we al
fill our hones with nostly synthetic goods. 30 years
ago, using the majority of natural nmaterials such as
cotton, wood, and wool, you can have as much as 15 to 20
m nutes to escape your horme if it was on fire. Today,

due to plastics and our use of synthetic fabrics, this
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tinme is decreased to only 5 mnutes. This also
decreases the anmobunt of time before a floor collapses or
the structure beconmes too dangerous for us to even
enter. You can now see that the nere delay of 1 to 2

m nutes can have very dire consequences.

Besi des these EMS calls and structure fires,
hazardous materials incidents, technical rescues, and
patients trapped in vehicles are all critical calls
where energency response tine is integral to a
successful outcone.

Thank you again for allowing nme briefly to
speak tonight on only a few of the obstacles that would
af fect enmergency services if you allow the nmerger to
nove forward.

MS. ANDRE: Jim Walters.

Ckay. The next three are WIIliam Gabrenya,
Robb Cagann and M ke Spain. WIIliam Robb, and M ke.

And As a rem nder, please state your nane
clearly for the record.

There are a couple of nore seats over here if
people can't see across the room |If you want to take a
seat, go ahead.

MR. GABRENYA: AlIl right. Good evening. M nane is

WIlliam Gabrenya, G A-B-R-E-N-Y-A, Fire Chief of the
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Bartlett Fire Protection District.

| stand al ongsi de the imge of a very
dangerous situation that happened in our comrunity not
once, but twice. Bartlett has experienced two
derailnents in the last 10 years, one on the sanme tracks
in our downtown that the Canadi an Pacific and Kansas
City Southern intend to use. One derailnent required
100 firefighters over three days to control the fire and
hazardous materials mtigation. W know all too well
that these accidents happen. |It's only a matter of
tinme.

Currently, freight trains carry various
hazardous materials throughout the communities posing a
substantial possibility of a hazardous materials
rel ease. A proposed nerger will present a 32 percent
increase in greater potential exposure to hazardous
material s incidents.

The inmpact of additional freight train traffic
on public safety agencies and community nmenbers cannot
be underestimted. The nore commodities and material s,
hazardous or not, transported through densely popul at ed
areas, the greater the chance for significant incidents
to occur.

Regar dl ess of reassurances fromthe railroads
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about their safety record, there are no guarantees.

If the proposed increase in freight train
traffic is approved, each of these communities
represented by this coalition would require substanti al
i ncreases in hazardous materials training vehicles and
equi pnment. Currently, fire service personnel in
II'linois are trained in the hazardous materials
operations at the hazardous nmaterials technician |evels
and certified through the Ofice of the State Fire
Marshal . The railroads proposed to provided safety
training, but that training is already a requirenment.
They need to increase their comnmtnment as they are
increasing the threat of hazardous materials incidents
for our first responders and our residence.

The conmmunities represented in this coalition
operate within four different MABAS divisions and expand
area of approximate 33 mles fromElgin to Bensenville;
t herefore, four regional teans that are appropriately
equi pped and trained for hazardous materials response
needs to be built to ensure adequate resource
availability. Building these teans as regi onal response
teans are the nost cost-effective way of providing the
necessary and appropriate response capabilities. These

regional teans, if appropriately trained and equi pped,
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woul d be able to provide inmmediate and initial scene
assessnent and recognition and take initial actions to
begin contai nments of the event. Additionally, each
regi onal team would be able to provide nutual aid

assi stance to the other represented conmunities building
a conprehensi ve hazardous materials response.

Stipulates, the railroad provide specialized training

and equi pment required for hazardous nitigation

response.
Through this nmerger, the conpany stands to

make mllions in profits. They can afford to make this

investment in our communities, but they will only do it

if you require themto do so. These expenditures shoul d
not be borne by the comunities, but by the railroad
conpani es creating this need. W ask that you do
everything you can to help keep our communities safe.
Thank you.
MS. ANDRE: After M ke Spain, we are going to have
Jeff Mernuys, Jason Bielawski, and Brian Townsend so
t hat you can get ready.
Ckay. Thank you.
MR. CAGANN: Good evening. M nane is Robb Cagann.
| amthe City of Elgin's Fire Chief.

The communities represented here tonight
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share i ssues and concerns about the negative inpacts
that will occur under the proposed railroad nerger.

The uni que nake up of each conmmunity,
i ncl udi ng geographi cal inpedinents and | ong-established
strategi c decision and policy nmaking, will be made with
recognition of the rail lines running through the hearts
of these cities, thus the negative inpacts of this
proposed rail nerger are far reaching.

The Elgin Fire Departnent provides in al
hazards an enmergency service delivery systemto just

under 115,000 residents. There are nunerous inpacts and

proposed increases in freight train traffic we'll have
in Elgin, but I will be focusing on three critical
areas.

First, the City of Elgin is a progressive
muni ci pal organi zation that has strategically deployed a
network of seven fire stations to guarantee efficient
and effective energency response in a city
geographically divided on the east and west by the Fox
River. This fire station network has been designed to
provide an internal nmutual aid, while also neeting
nationally recogni zed i ndustry standards for the arrival
of an effective firefighting force.

In Elgin, the MIwaukee District West rai
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line -- railroad lines parallels the Fox River on its
west bank. Elgin operate two fires stations on the east
side of railroad tracks and five on the west side where
t he population is slightly greater and where the city's
road continues. Elgin's fire station network design has
been effectively functioning because the fire
departnent's energency vehicles can readily traverse the
city relatively uninpeded despite having to endure

del ays caused by up to 19 Metra trains per day, plus
freight trains.

The need directly to deploy fire suppression
resources to enact a fire and contain the damge is
sinply a matter of physics. [In other words, the |onger
it takes for a fire departnment to arrive at the scene of

an active fire, the greater the |ikelihood of greater

damage fromthat fire occurring. |Introducing 2-mle
long freight trains that will be sinultaneously bl ocking
four of Elgin's six railroad -- river crossings wll

only increase the probability of delay in fire
suppression response that it can |lead to greater damage
or even the loss of life.

Secondly, Elgin's two hospitals are both
| ocated on the west side of the city. Both hospitals

are Level 2 trauma centers and critical not only to
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El gin residents, but those comunities surrounding Elgin
who rely on rapid and efficient transport to these
facilities. The need to get critically ill or injured
people to definitive care is sole based on the issue of
bi ol ogy. Sinply saying the anbul ance will only be
del ayed by X minutes will not inhibit brain or cardiac
cell death.

The Elgin Fire Departnent already confronts
t hese delays from 19 Metra trains per weekday pl us
multiple freight trains. Adding 2-mle Iong freight
training that are | onger and slower than a Metra
commuter train will absolutely have a negative inpact on
the health and welfare of Elgin's residents.

Finally, the City of Elgin relies on the Fox
Ri ver to provide drinking water to the City and the
nei ghboring community. As | described earlier, the
M | waukee District West train tracks in Elgin parallel
the Fox River on its west bank. This put the Fox River
directly under the threat of hazardous materi al
contam nation should a derail ment occur. A chem ca
crude oil or other type of hazardous material released
into this crucial waterway w Il have significant
detrinmental inpact to the health and welfare of Elgin

and all of the communities downriver. VWhile the City
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lives with this threat every day with the existing train
traffic, the significant increase of 8, 11, or 14 nore
freight trains per day significantly increases the
potential threat to this critical waterway.

Thank you.

MR. ROVERO Hello. Hello. M nane is Enrique D.
Roner o.

Real fast here, union jobs. No union jobs,
elimnpating union jobs is -- | amagainst it. Keep the
same traffic amount that is being now Nothing changes.
If it changes, we fine the CEO. You've got the --

t hey' ve got the right to make noney. Change all bridges
and traffic all of the way from Canada to Mexico, put in
new tracks, new wood all of the way, brand new, because
they' re 50 years old. They're probably already rotting
out. And if trains go over them nost of the day, there
is going to be accident. Mve housing a mle away from
the traffic. Don't nove them next to -- whenever you
buy a house, the realtor should be find $10, 000 for
putting sonebody right next to the railroad tracks. So,
you know, if you live next to the railroad tracks you're
not going to sleep that good.

Have a good day everybody. Have a good day

now.
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MR. PIELSKI: And Jason Biel awski kindly yielded at
this tine to nyself for his response; so ny nane is
David Pileski, P-1-L-E-S-K-1. | amthe Mayor of
Roselle. | amhere tonight on behalf of ny comunity's
approxi mtely 23,000 residents.

According to the Draft EIS report, adverse
noi se i npacts fromthe proposed nerger are unavoi dabl e,
yet it is the lack of identified mgration -- of
mtigation to address the negative noise inpact that is
nost concerning. Should this merger go forward, Canada
Paci fic should be nmandated upon these mtigations. The
failure of the Draft EIS to mandate qui et zones is an
injustice to Roselle residents.

There are five at-grade crossings that inpact
Roselle. One is a federal railroad adm nistrative
approved 24 hour quiet zone. Another has no quiet. And
then three crossings in our downtown have a qui et zone
between m dnight and 5 a.m Qur attenpt to attain a 24
hour qui et zone in downtown Roselle, an area that is
home to a greater concentration of residents and
restaurants that rely on outdoor seating has been
unsuccessful .

The thought of an additional 8 to 14 daily

freight trains sounding their horns throughout all hours
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of our entire downtown is beyond an annoyance as noted
in the Draft EIS. The noise will destroy our

communi ty's ongoi ng outgrowth for greater residential
density with transit-oriented devel opnent and
investnments for enhancing the vitality of our downtown
busi nesses, sone which are just |ess than 50 feet away
fromthe railroad tracks.

To conplicate matters, the FRA's train horn
rul es does not apply to certain Chicago regions,
hi ghway-rail grade crossings, which are found to be --
and | quote -- a puzzling anonaly.

Rosel l e's three downtown crossings are not
subject to FRA rules and are deferred to the Illinois
Commerce Commi ssion. In 2021, CP refused to conply with
an | CC request that it stop sounding its horns that the
village ordered installed in necessary safety neasures
that woul d otherw se qualify for an FRA qui et zone.

The STB nust inpose cl ear mandates upon CP to
fund and fully cooperate with communities as it relates
to qui et zones and other inprovenents to mtigate the
avoi dabl e increase in sound and vi bration.

In the case of Roselle, they nust be ordered
to work with the village and the I CC on establishing a

24-hour quiet zone in our downtown area, and mtigating
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the noise for the residential areas near the Rodenburg
and Medi nah Road crossings.

As Mayor, | can tell you that the npbst compn
conmplaints | receive fromresidents is the negative
i mpact fromtrain horns that sound 19 hours of the day
in our downtown. | share residents' frustration,
particularly when | know that Canadi an Pacific has been
unwilling to work with the Village on establishing
24-hour qui et zones.

The Draft EI'S includes additional mtigation
measures, such as requiring that CP pronptly respond to
communities interested in establishing quiet zones. In
the case of Roselle, they pronptly responded no.

Now, | am for the STB to inpose noise
mtigation of far greater significance than is included
in the Draft EI'S and ensure that a $30 billion conpany
has accountabilities to STB and the residents of
Rosel | e.

Thank you for your tine.

MS. ANDRE: The next three speakers, Juliana Mller,
Ri chard Kozal, and Evan Summers.

MR. SUMMERS: Good evening. M nane is Evan
Sumrers. | serve as the Village Manager for the Village

of Bensenvill e.
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Wth our proximty to O Hare, | know a few
t hi ngs about noise, and | want to tal k about some of the
met hodol ogy of -- that the EI'S had and raise the
concerns of the OEA.

Through our review of the Draft EIS, | would
like to draw the Board's attention to four key areas of
the OEA' s net hodol ogi es which may be fl awed.

In Section 3.6.1.3, Noise and Vi bration
Measurenents, OEA states that vibration nmeasurenents
frompassing trains were taken at 7 locations in the
study area. OEA notes that these | ocations offer a
variety of soil and ground conditions. \What these sites
do not account for is winter conditions. The coalition
communities are |located in the Mdwest, and during the
winter, the ground is known to freeze solid for nonths
on end. OEA's analysis does not to appear to have
consi dered how frozen soil transfer vibration over
di st ance.

Secondly, in Section 3.6.1.4, Passenger Train
Noi se, COEA assunes passenger train volune | evels on
Metra's train schedul e dated July 12th, 2021. What OEA
fails to note in the D-EIS, very prom nently displayed
at the top of the schedule is Metra includes the caveat

whi ch reads, quote, Due to COVI D-19 Pandem c, unless
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ot herwi se specified, the foll owi ng schedul es are
tenporarily in effect. This is noted as inportant
because by Metra's own adm ssion, this schedule is
tenporary in nature. OEA should consult with Metra to
determ ne their plans to return to a post-COVI D 19
Panden ¢ schedul e.

Number three, in Section 3.6.1.4, Freight
Train Noise, it does not appear that a 10 deci bel noise
penalty was properly attributed to trains operating at
nighttime. The day-ni ght average | ogarithm c sound
|l evel, DNL netric, applies a 10 deci bel penalty to noise
occurring in the nighttinme hours as considered 10 p. m
to 7 am Gven that the applicant did not submt a
sufficient operating plan, it is inpossible to know when
the increase of trains will be operating and, therefore,
i npossible for OEA to apply the noise nodel that
accurately nodels the inpact.

DNL is the neasure at which OEA determ ned
which areas will be significantly inpacted throughout
the studying area. To inaccurately apply the 10 deci bel
penalty to the DNL analysis is to conpletely defeat the
pur pose of neasuring sound. | ask the OEA to rerun the
nodel and with precise tinmes on the trains in order to

correctly apply the nighttime standard. Subsequently, |
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ask that actual sound neasurenents be taken due to
i ndustry standards throughout the observation period to
ensure the nodeling was correct.

In Section 3.14.4.5, Noise, the Draft EI S
states that since receptors are already insulated for
aircraft noise or are eligible for insulation as part of
the CDA's ongoing RSIP, no cunul ati ve noi se inpacts are
anticipated. For OEA listed in the City of Chicago's
Resi dential Sound Insulation Programis sufficient to
mtigate the rail noise inpact is both unproven and
i nadequate. Unproven because there is no evidence that
sound insul ation provided for aircraft is equivalent to
insulating for vibrations forwards on to the inpacted
structures.

Finally -- I know I'm not supposed to do
this -- is CP even here? Are there any representatives
fromCP tonight with regard to the inportant neeting? |
see none.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Brian Townsend, Richard Kozal. Ckay.
Paul a Schumacher .

Hell o. Pl ease cone on up. Sorry.

M5. GOVIND: H . M nane is Shubhra Govind. | am

the Director of Community and Econom c Devel opnment for
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the Village of Hanover Park.
THE REPORTER: Excuse ne. can't hear. | did not
get her nane.
MS. ANDRE: Slowy state your nane.
M5. GOVIND: My nanme is Shubhra Govind. | amthe
Director of Community and Econom c Devel opnent for the

Vil l age of Hanover Park. |

of Juliana Ml ler.

The Vill age of Hanover
strategically working on creating a downtown at
north of the historic core of our
al ways been around our train station.

ongoi ng effort for the past 20 or

encour age devel opnent al |

using transit-oriented devel opnent

order

t aken severa

created our Village Center TIF District.

around our

to create a vi brant downt own,

corrective steps since 2001.

am here speaki ng on behal f

Park indeed has been
t he
community and has
There has been
S0 years now to
train station and
principles. And in
the Vill age has
2001, we

2010 and 2012,

conprehensive plans specifically adopted for the Village

Center to encourage residential
devel opnent s.
We have invested about
i nduce private sector

that wll

2018, we started our

devel opnent .

and commer ci al

streetscape project.

$7 million already proactively to

We now have an RFP

be out on the streets to encourage devel opnent
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at the South Commuter Lot. 2020, we expanded our TIF
District, again, to include our conmuter |lot to see nore
devel opnment. 2022, we just finished adopting major
changes to our zoning code, again, to seek devel opnent
around our Village Center. W currently have | ow incone
housi ng, we have an el enentary school, we have a
satellite canmpus for a comunity college, we have a
health care facility all adjacent to the railroad tracks
which are all going to be inpacted by an additi onal
| evel of freight trains passing through our downtown.
And the addition of all of these freight trains wll
have a significant detrinmental inpact to all of our past
endeavors that | just mentioned because it will inpact
the quality of life making living next to a train
station undesirable. W have been diligently trying to
add nore residents and commuters to our -- using our TOD
principles which are now all going to be inpacted.

We have been working with Metra throughout our
processes for safe and -- |ocating safely and of
par ki ng, and the addition of all of these freight trains
w ||l have a significant negative inpact on the viability
and success of our future downtown. Needless to say, we
are opposed to adding nore freight trains to our Village

Center.

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Hearing September 12, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 95

MS. ANDRE: Pl ease state your nane clearly for us.
MR. KOZAL: Thank you for providing the opportunity
to provide information to CP.

| am Rick Kozal, K-O-Z-A-L, Elgin's City
Manager .

Earlier this evening, you have heard from
Elgin's fire chief, Robb Cagann, and its police chief,
Ana Lall ey, each who nade their respective concerns
about how the added daily presence of 8 to 14 2-mle
long freight trains in addition to the existing 19
weekday and 12 weekend Metra commuter trains crossing
t hrough the city will negatively inpact Elgin's econom c
vitality and effectiveness of its fire and police first
responders. In a nonment, you will hear fromElgin's
mayor expressing simlar concerns.

Their observations on the negative inpacts
that will be occurring fromthe pervasive presence of
2-mle long freight trains simultaneously blocking four
of Elgin's six river crossings are not subjected. This
is objectively conpiled information with traffic data
backi ng their resurgence.

Ri ght now, Elgin's railroad crossing gates to
col l ective drop down for a freight train is about one

and a quarter hours a day. Wth the proposed nerger's
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plan to initially add 8 freight trains daily, the
collective gate crossing's down tinme increases 340
percent to four and a quarter hours a day.

At 14 daily freight trains contenpl ated under
this nmerger, Elgin's crossing gates collectively will be
| owered for seven and a half hours a day, a 600 percent
increase of the current freight train traffic today.

The daily freight train traffic for bl ocked
vehicles is currently about 937 vehicles a day under
t hat one and a quarter hour conbi ned crossing grade down
time. Wth 8 additional trains, 300 -- 3,249 vehicles
wi Il now be delayed for a tine period of four and a
quarter hours a day, an al nost 350 percent increase from
t he nunber of vehicles stopped now. 5,000 vehicles wll
suffer delays when 14 additional freight trains pass
t hrough El gin and throughout the crossing gates for a
collective time of seven and a half hours, a 525 percent
i ncrease. Today, freight train vehicle delay passing
t hrough Elgin collectively generates 34 hours of del ay.
Adding 8 trains, bunps this to 97 hours, and with 14
nore trains, it goes to 147 hours, a 432 percent
increase fromtoday. The inpacts on a dense and popul ar
city like Elgin are i mense.

The plan for nmerging two Class | railroads to
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create a single line service |inking Canada and the
M dwest with Texas, the Gulf Coast, and Mexico is
certainly desirous, but not at the expense of a broad
swat h of communities in the Chicago netropolitan area
that are deci duously planned for their continuing
econonmic vitality and growth with the understandi ng that
the rail lines crossing through these communities are
there for the primary benefit of the region's commuters.
There are viable options for routing
additional freight train traffic around the Chicago
metropolitan area instead of inposing that burden on the
region's existing commuter |ines and fundanentally
altering the character of nunicipalities |ike Elgin.
The STB nust neani ngfully consider those
options as part of its analysis of the CP-KCS nerger.
Thank you.
MS. ANDRE: Nunzio Pulice, David Pil eski, and Rodney
Craig.
Thank you, Paula, for being patient.
M5. SCHUMACHER: Hi. |'m Paula Schumacher. | am
the Village Adm nistrator for the Village of Bartlett.
Si nce 2006, Bartlett has been working to
establish quiet zones throughout our comrunity. The

| ast quiet zone was established just this past Decenber.
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We know t he val ue of these designations to add to the
quality of life of our residents.

The EIS states that the proposed nerger would
result in the renoval of quiet zone designations at four
grade crossings in Bartlett. These crossings are in the
heart of our downtown transit-oriented devel opnent area
whi ch focuses on new residential devel opnent in close
proximty to public transportation. The nerger wll
make our existing quiet zones invalid and negate decades
of work to create these zones for our residents just as
the daily increase in train traffic junps up
dramatically. Many of the communities along this |ine
of quiet zones they wish to preserve. W have struggled
for many years and made significant financial
investnents to create them

The increase in train traffic and rel ated
noise my |lead to the need for the establishment of new
gui et zones or costly safety neasures to be installed to
mai ntain existing quiet zones. The nerger is causing
this negative change, and you should require that the
railroad conpletely fund mtigation inprovenents
necessary to reestablish or create quiet zones our
resi dence have demanded and deserve. Do not put this

burden on our communities. It should be placed squarely
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upon the conpany causing the hardship, the railroads.

We |istened when our residents told us of
train horns waking you them up each night or preventing
t hem from opening their wi ndow on a sumer day. W need
you to listen now.

| have a recording froma daily nonitor that
was sent to us before our quiet zones were established.
It illustrates better than the posters or the words the
i nportance of these quiet zones for our famlies.

(Wher eupon, a recording was played of a train

siren sounding and then a baby crying.)

Thank you.

MR. PULICE: Good evening. M nanme is Nunzio
Pulice. | amthe Mayor of the City of Wod Dale. |
have been serving ny conmmunity for over 15 years and a
resident for over 34 years.

How woul d you like it if your community had an
F grade in anything, let alone a safety of a rai
crossi ng? In Whod Dal e, we have three vehicle at-grade
crossings along the Metra M| waukee District West |ine.
O the three, two are intersecting al nost at one point
just 100 feet away from each ot her al ong Whod Dal e Road
and Irving Park. This unique configuration not only

bi sects the conmmunity in half north and south, but also
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east and west. This area is a geographic centerpoint of
Wood Dale and is well transversed by vehicular traffic
and pedestrian traffic every day. These two crossings
have historically been a major |life safety concern for
the City of Wod Dale, the Illinois Conmrerce Comm ssion,
and the Federal Railroad Adm nistration.

According to Illinois Departnment of
Transportation, on a scale fromA, free-flowing, to F,
gridlock, the intersection operated at a | evel of
service F in the norning rush hour and E in the
afternoon rush hour. Levels below D are failing
operations. How did we achieve this critical rating?
There is an accident rate and frequency rate for a
mllion vehicles entering an intersection. The
intersection was rated 1.82. The critical rate and
frequency for accidents should be just 1.262 in
Nort heastern Illinois. The intersection was consi dered
a high accident |ocation. The west approach to the
intersection is considered a high accident segnent. The
accident rate and frequency are 5.93 accidents per
mllion vehicles entering, and 56 -- 56 for the western
approach to the intersection. The critical rate and
frequency for accidents in Northeastern Illinois are

3.85 and 40.6, according to IDOT. Trains stopped at the
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Metra station or just passing through the intersection
cause over 100,000 hours of vehicle delays per year.
There is an 11 percent chance of train-vehicle crashes
on Irving Park Road in any given year. There is a 5
percent chance of a train-vehicle crash on Wod Dal e
Road in any given year. 46 train versus auto crashes
occurred at at-grade crossings along Irving Park Road
since 1955 with one fatality. 128 crashes occurred
within the intersection over the recent three year

peri od.

In early 2000, Wod Dale took on a | arge
capital expense to reconstruct the intersection of Wod
Dal e and Irving Park Road. The project took al nost 10
years to finally be conpleted. While the grade
separati on was consi dered, the cost and di sruption nade
It unfeasible at that tine. Instead, we focused on the
smal | er scale safety inprovenents for roughly $15.

Whod Dal e daily was able to bring the intersection from
an F rating by governing the agencies to a D.
Fast-forwarding to the present tinme, you could only

i mgi ne the future delays that woul d now be caused by

t he added freight trains that are substantially | onger,
which will surely present instances where vehicul ar

traffic is put at great risk and where it noves back
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down to an unacceptable situation putting lives at risk.

Currently, 50 trains per day, plus freight
trains, at-grade railroad crossings experience
tremendous delay now. Moire and |onger freight would
exasperate this.

Specific to Wwod Dale, the intersection of
Il'linois -- Wod Dale Road is -- and the town is
literally bisected north and south, east and west
because of how the tracks cut off both roads. There is
direct negative inpacts for emergency vehicles and road
commut ers, access to schools, and novenent of commerce.
Desire to increase freight traffic and use |onger trains
t hat increases the anount of hazardous material shipping
through the city increases the chances of | eakages,
spills, and m shaps. Wth any railroad, derailnments are
possi ble. Increasing rail traffic and train |length
woul d seemto increase the potential for derail nent.

More train traffic and longer trains lead to nore driver

frustration. It can cause erratic and unsafe driver
behavi or. Enmergency response tines would be severely
i npacted. When seconds matter, mnutes -- tens of

m nutes can be added, and the unknown of the energency
is going to happen. The risk is --

MS. ANDRE: Mayor Pulice, please finish up.
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MR. PULICE: |I'mon the |ast paragraph.

-- 1 s unacceptable. For our residents, it
woul d need whatever energency response a situation
dictates. Longer and nore frequent trains would cause
substantially | onger delays and increased idling and a
negati ve i npact.

Thank you for allowing me to briefly speak
t oni ght about the intersection.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you
MR. CRAIG Well, good evening, and I'd |ike the STB
for com ng to our suburban area.

My nane is Rodney Craig, and since 2007,
have had the honor of being the Mayor of the Village of
Hanover Park, and since 2014, | have had the privilege
of serving on Metra's Board of Directors and the DuPage

Rai | road Safety Council.

Pl ease take a | ook at the imge beside ne. In
the circle are children under the crossing gates. In ny
tenure on Metra's Board, | cannot tell you how many

times | have been briefed on incidents simlar to this,
many of them not ending well. This is a concern that
affects every -- every one of us in this room (gates
can be down too long, children going under a gate, and

then being hit by a train they can't see. Wth an
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increase of 8 to as many as 14 trains a day, freight
trains, oddly, odds greatly increase that children and
others will be tenpted to go around the gate. This
cannot happen.

CP has a wel | -docunented history of
prioritizing novenents of its freight trains over
nmovenment of schedul ed passenger trains. Safety factors
intervene when CP will optim ze frei ght novenents.

Oten it allows freight traffic to operate on the tracks
normal |y occupi ed by schedul ed passenger trains at the
time of those trains are schedul ed diverting the Metra
trains to the opposite track. This requires passengers
waiting for those trains crossing the regular platform
to the opposite platformcrossing both tracks on
crosswal ks at the sane time that the freight may be
beari ng down on them

| support strongly the dispatch and the
operations with Metra. As you have heard earlier from
Shubhra Govi nd, our Econom c Devel opnent Director, the
Hanover Park Metra station connects pedestrians with our
Village Center, which is currently under devel opnment.
Pedestrians and cyclist traffic will be using the
station as an access point to the new Village Center and

its future anenities. The Metra station is used to
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connect the Cook County bike path systemto the proposed
DuPage County bi ke path currently being funded. This
anpunts to many nore pedestrians and cyclists with
crossing the railroad tracks. This neans that many nore
people will be tenpted to go around safety devices at
the surface crossings.
Thank you very much.

MS. ANDRE: Dave Kaptain, Tom Dailly, Kevin Wall ace.
Dave Kaptain, Tom Dailly, Kevin Wall ace.

ATTENDANT: He's not here.

MS. ANDRE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. KAPTAIN:. Hello. [I'm David Kaptain, Myor of
the City of Elgin, Illinois.

Elginis ariver city of 115,000 people

di vided by the east and west by the Fox River. All
50, 000 people live on the east side; 68,500 people live
on the west side. W have six bridges, and four of
those river crossings are located within the heart of
our city and our historic downtown. These four
crossings are within one mle. The concentration of
river crossings within a small geographic area
predictively generates a great anount of vehicul ar
traffic by residents, businesses, and visitors seeking

to access Elgin's east and west sides. Wth the
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M | waukee West line running parallel to the river on the
west bank, traffic at these bridges is conpletely halted
when a freight train or a Metra train passes through our
city. The proposed CP-KCS nerger and its plan to have
openly comonpl ace freight trains of 2 mles or |onger
in length and up to 8 to 14 trains a day will entirely
prevent east-west vehicul ar novenent at Elgin's four
Crossi ngs.

For a generation now, Elgin has been making a
substantial infrastructure and redevel opnent investnent
to establish a transit-oriented residential and business
environment. Three Metra conmmuter train stations serves
both Elgin residents and residents from nei ghbori ng
suburbs, and two of Metra's three comercial -- three
conmmuter stations are in the city's downtown central
core along the Fox River. Metra is the fourth busiest
commuter rail systemin the United States by ridership
and the | argest and busiest comruter rail system outside
the New York netropolitan area. Wth Metra's
substantial commuter train presence in Elgin's downtown
already inpacting its four river crossings with traffic
del ays and warning horns, if including a pervasive
freight train presence will certainly derail Elgin's

successful efforts in reestablish- -- establishing
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econonmic vitality to the downtown core.

Peopl e adapt their driving, shopping, and
entertai nment patterns to avoid traffic conditions that
regularly create delays in reaching their intended
destinations. Wth a substantial freight train presence
bei ng added to the Metra regular conmuter schedul i ng,
people will quickly begin avoiding travel through
downtown Elgin in realization of the consistent traffic
del ays and backups that are now being caused by 2 mle
l ong or longer freight trains entirely blocking the
four -- four of our six crossings.

Elgin"s comunity current tradeoffs and
Metra's traffic del ays and warni ng horns are both an
of fset and accepted with the recognition of the
significant and highly sustainable anenities and
measures provided to Elgin and surroundi ng communiti es.
But running these |onger freight trains, and nore of
them offers no such benefit, only significant
di sruption, reduced quality of life in Elgin and its
nei ghboring conmunities, and reduced flexibility in
Metra's ability to adapt its scheduling to the new
post - pandem ¢ work and community practices. Elgin does
not want to go backwards in its devel opnent. W want to

move forward. Thi s extension will set us back decades.
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| see you have the red flag, but | have to add
one thing.

El gin has just suffered the death of a
pedestrian on the railroad tracks in the City of Elgin
on Monday. It has brought up here many tines that
safety is a priority for us. Every nmayor that serves
here swears that safety is the nunber one purpose in our
lives and our goal in the City of Elgin and the
cities -- other cities. Please do not trade for the
lives of our residents and the well-being of our
residents to the railroads for the benefit of business
and -- their business, their futures, and they're
| ooking -- they're looking at this as just a tradeoff of
peopl e as part of doing business, a process of doing
busi ness, and | don't want to | ook at our residents and
these fine people sitting here as coll ateral danmage.

Thank you.

MR. WALLACE: | think that's very well put by Myor
Kaptain --

THE REPORTER: Could I have just a mnute? Could I
have just a mnute? | need just a mnute.

MS. ANDRE: Pl ease state your nanme clearly.

MR. WALLACE: Yes. Kevin Wallace, Mayor of

Bartl ett.
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THE REPORTER: Could | have -- wait, wait. Wit one
m nute. Sorry.

MR. WALLACE: | think that's a great point, and
Mayor Kaptain --

THE REPORTER: Hold on one minute, one mnute. Hold
on. Sorry. |I'munplugged here, and | need a mnute to
shake ny hands out.

MR. WALLACE: Do you need a break?

THE REPORTER: "1l be fine.

M5. ANDRE: There is -- after M. Wallace, there
Frank Di Si nrone, Mary Ferrill, and Janmes MCarthy.

THE REPORTER: Okay.

MS. ANDRE: Are you ready?

THE REPORTER: Yes.

MS. ANDRE: Pl ease state your nanme clearly.

MR. WALLACE: Kevin Wallace. | have been the
Village President in Bartlett for the |ast nine years.

Again, just so it's on the record, I'd like to
reiterate what Mayor Kaptain has nentioned about the
dozens of first responders that have testified here
t oday about how unsafe this is and sone of the
unbel i evabl e ways that you have tried to prove that is
saf e.

But so 149 years, our community was built
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around the rail system Bartlett has |ong coexisted
with Metra running through our village and has been our
partner in creating a comruter-friendly and wal kabl e
downt own. Nearly 400 residential and conmmerci al
bui l dings are within 300 feet of our railroad tracks.
We have recently approved a five-story 90-unit apartnment
bui | di ng and an adj acent site also earmarked for
residential TOD. Bartlett is now on the verge of
realizing a kind of vibrant pedestrian and
commuter-friendly dowmntown that we have been working for
for decades, and | know that every nmayor in here has
been working for that for decades as well. 1In a five
year span culmnating in 2024, we project in excess of
$55 million of investnment in our downtown; however, 128
percent increase in daily gross tons of freight will be
traveling through Bartlett with this nerger. The train
wi Il simultaneously bl ock, as everyone has said, every
crossing in our dowmtown. The trains -- the disruption
of noise, vibration, and gridlock created by 8 to 14
trains daily is just too nuch

Bartlett has always recogni zed that we have to
find conmon ground with the railroad, but this tine, it
is just too nmuch for our residents and our businesses.

| encourage you to take the Metra train
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sonetine and see for yourself how much we have worked as
nei ghboring communities for transit-oriented devel opnent
al ong these rail lines. | would encourage every one of
you to do that. There has been hundreds of mllions of
dollars spent in TOD plans, and this could possibly
potentially weck themall.

Approval of this nmerger w thout any

operational mtigations |ike our coalition is requesting

wi || negate years of planning, hundreds of thousands of
t axpayer dollars, if not mllions, in significant |ocal
i nvestnment, turning our com -- nost of our communities
along the rail lines into a liability instead of the

assets that we have created for them

| do thank you for your consideration.

One | ast point because | have 30 seconds. |
woul d like to know -- a lot of these signs have shown us
hundreds -- or thousands and thousands of hours of
sitting and waiting at these gates. Have we thought
about how that's going to bal ance out, the 60,000 trucks
that are going to be on the roads, because they're going
to be sitting there idling for tens of thousands of
hours. |I'mnot sure how we're figuring that out, but
there is going to be nore pollution flowing up from

every tinme they're sitting there for tens of thousands
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of hours, so you m ght want to consider that as well.
Thank you for your consideration.
MS. ANDRE: Thank you.
MR. Di SI MONE: Good evening. M nane is Frank
Di Sinone. | amthe Mayor of the Village of Bensenville.

In addition to my responsibilities as a mayor,
| have served the past 23 years as a police officer in
t he nearby comrunity of Schiller Park. Wth these two
si mul taneous carriers, | believe that | can offer a
uni que prospective to the Surface Transportati on Board
on the Draft EI'S being discussed this evening.

Sinply put, the Draft EIS failed to accurately
represent, nodel, or analyze the inpact that this nmerger
wi Il have on public safety. In ny comunity of
Bensenville, the M| waukee District West |ine cuts our
community in nearly equal halves and what are uniquely
| ocated adjacent to the Bensenville yard. As a result,
the inpact of 8 to 14 freight trains per day traversing
the rail line will have a disproportionate amunt of
i npact on our crossings due to the freight trains having
to slow and often stop outside of the Bensenville yard
as a train is broken up.

Currently as illustrated by the board behind

me, Bensenville railroad crossings experience one and a
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hal f hours of down gates per day. At 8 additional
trai ns per day, the nunmber grows by 458 percent. At 14
trai ns per day, that number grows by 800 percent. In
real tinme, my community is facing a total of 11.25 hours
per day of blocked rail crossings. Just how does the
Surface Transportation Board or the Canadi an Pacific
expect ny conmunity to provide police and fire services
to ny residents when 11.25 hours a day are spent with

t hose crossing gates down?

Bensenville is hone to some of the finest EPS
police officers in this country. Unfortunately,
however, no ampunt of training or tactics can overcone a
freight train blocking all possible enmergency routes
during a call.

| could tell you from personal experience it
is absolutely gut-wenching to hear a police officer
call for backup over the radio and they're being -- as
they' re being battered or otherwi se risking their lives
whil e you, as the responding officer, are forced to sit
and wait for a freight train to start noving again. W
can only expect that these types of calls would grow
substantially due to this merger.

The Draft EI'S should have -- should have

identified response tinmes for conmunities, and the
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STP -- STB shoul d have placed mtigations on the nerger
to ensure that current response tines for both police
and fire should be nmaintained at prenerger |levels. |

i npl ore the STB to consider the inpact that this nerger
wi Il have on the public safety and include appropriate
mtigations in the Final EIS.

That concludes ny testinmony. Thank you for
your tine.

MS. ANDRE: Mary Ferrill, Janmes MCarthy, and Thonas
Fox. Do any of you people still wish to speak?

Ckay. Wl liam Benz, Raynond Castell ano, Sarah
Al brecht.

MS. ALBRECHT: | am Sarah.

H . Thank you so nuch. | am Sarah Al brecht.
| just want to speak as a resident of downtown Roselle
and echo everything that has been shared here toni ght
and really about the proximty and intimcy of these
communi ties.

Beyond the matters of life and death that have
been di scussed here today, there is the proximty and
the intimacy. M front door is roughly 70 feet away
fromthe train tracks. | live on Main Street, Roselle,
above storefronts. There is an apartnent buil ding next

to me. Another one over here. There is another condo
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buil ding in developnent. And that's just one bl ock that
| am describing of the entirety of our comunities.

The trains that go past ny front door are 92
deci bel s, which | measured on a sound neter that |
downl oaded on nmy phone. Also, for sone reason, the
nodel i ng that you show on the conputer for the noise
itself shows ny address, which is 117 Main Street, to be
no change in sound, which nmakes absolutely no sense to
me and defies the |laws of physics; so that shows ne that
your analysis is untrustworthy and to not to be taken
for granted.

It's also indicated that you' re not having
conversations and consultations with our comrunity
| eaders, all of whom have spoken here tonight. Every
single one of my community | eaders fromthe local to the
county to the state and federal have spoken out here
toni ght, and that heartens nme and makes ne feel so proud
and | ove nmy community even nore so. | thank you, all of
you, for being here and for standing up and speaking
out .

And it would just destroy the communities, and
| invite you to conme and see. | hope that while you are
here in town, you go to these conmunities yourselves.

Ri ght now, after this neeting, you can grab a drink in
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downt own Rosell e or any one of our communities and see
for yourself what it would do. Beyond the life and
death matters, the sound, the idea of this freight
traffic increasing is just appalling to ne as a
resident, and I am wonderi ng what you are asking of the
railroads. You are asking us to sacrifice so much
seem ngly at our own expense. You are also asking us to
trust you that our concerns will be accounted for, which
remains to be seen. And these are huge asks that you
are asking of us. What are you asking of then? Can you
ask themto rel ocate the depot away from our communities
somewhere in a non-residential area west of Elgin? Wat
are the practical innovative strategies that are being
di scussed? We don't know. | look forward to hearing
t hat .

And thank you once again for everyone who has
spoken out today.

MR. BENZ: M nanme is WIlliamBenz. | amthe Chi ef
Ethics O ficer and Special Projects for the Northeast
I11inois Regional Commuter Railroad Corporation, nore
commonly referred to as Metra.

Metra is a commuter rail provider for the
Nort heast I1linois-Chicago area. W are one of the

| argest public railroads in the country, serving a
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popul ation of alnmpbst 8 mllion people. W thank the
Surface Transportation Board for the opportunity to
comment on the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent for
t he proposed nerger.

As you know, rail service in the Chicagol and
area is one of the nost conplex in the nation.
Currently, six of the seven Class | railroads conpete
with shortline railroads, Amtrak, each other, and Metra,
for tinme and space on Metra tracks. This proposed
merger stands to conservatively bind comuter rai
service to the additional nerger-related traffic on the
Metra- owned M | waukee District lines. In their regional
application, applicants failed to protect
i ndustry-standard RTC nodeling to show the inpact of the
merger to our region. Instead, Metra conducted this
model which shows that applicants significantly
understated the increase in traffic, a degradation of
Metra's lines. This was not considered in the Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent, which only reviewed the
applicants' subjective traffic increases and inpacts.
Metra urges the Board to consider the inpact indicated
by Metra's rail traffic nmodeling which Metra submtted
to the Board.

Further, the Draft Environnental | npact
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St at enent does not address serious safety concerns

rai sed by Metra and the Chicago area comunities
regardi ng the inpact of the merger on the many grade
crossi ngs and passenger rail stations on the M| waukee
District |ines.

And to earlier coments to the Board, Metra
denmonstrated that the Canadian Pacific's current
di spat ching operational practices create unsafe
conditions at Metra stations. This is because the
Canadi an Pacific at tinmes blocks the Metra's -- bl ocks
Metra's lines or dispatches freight and passenger trains
on the tracks in a manner that forces passengers to
cross tracks unnecessarily, dodgi ng oncom ng freight
trains, or circunventing idling freight trains at Metra
stations. The Environnmental I|npact Statenent does not
sufficiently address increased safety risks caused by
this practice.

In light of the additional traffic, the del ays
fromMetra's nodeling shows it will result fromthe
merger. It is vitally inportant that the Board force
environnment al anal ysis conducted using accurate
information in order to properly determ ne the |evel and
extent of the inpact of the proposed nerger. Metra

requests that the Board take into considering these
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poi nts.

Thanks to the Board again for the opportunity
to speak. Metra will also be submtting witten
comments on the Draft Environnental | npact Statenent by
t he deadl i ne.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: The next speakers, we have Kari Harris,
Dougl as Hal verson, and Davi d Webb.

MR. HALVERSON. (Good evening. M nane is Dougl as
Hal verson, and | have the privilege of being the Chief
for the Bensenville Fire Protection District.

I want to take everyone back to the late
1970s. Two crucial fires had a significant inmpact due
to profuse delays by trains. The |oss of the Montgonery
Ward's building and the Watrous fire resulted in a total
|l oss, and it affected several businesses that surrounded
them All taxing bodies in Bensenville |ost tax
revenues and sal es revenue as neither business rebuilt
after the fire. Mentioning these fire is significant
because the inpact to the | ocal taxpaying comunity felt
conpell ed to build another station on the north side of
our tracks.

| am here to advocate for the Bensenville Fire

Protection District, the City of Bensenville, its
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t axpayi ng community, and the nen and wonmen who protect
it. This nerger will cause a burden and, once again,
fall on the taxpayers, as history has proven. This
merger directly affects the local residents due to
constraints on the staffing and apparatus to mai ntain
reasonabl e response tines and the shared resources that
we offer. OQur fire district is already short-staffed
and uses both the north and south stations to suppl ement
each other to provide the best service possible.

This merger is projected to create 50 percent
more train traffic by adding trains as well as the
expansive train cars and extra tinme prohibiting us --
prohibiting us to do -- effectively do our job.

Bensenville is the first town bordering the
west and directly connects to the Canadi an Pacific yard
which imediately inpacts the traffic and directly
del ays response to energency calls, specifically when
trains sit at the crossings waiting for authority to
nove forward or restrictive block signals that require
reduced speed before passing.

This will also have a significant inpact on
the insurance rates with the comrercial and industri al
bui | di ng seeing the biggest increase. Fire service |SO

ratings are heavy inpacted by response tines, and with
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the projected 50 percent increase in train traffic, our
SO ratings will inevitably elevate cost in our
conmuni ty once agai n.

We operate fromtwo stations, one on each side
of the tracks, full staffed 24/7/365. Station 108 is
| ocated on the north side and staffed with a squad
conpany only able to carry out initial EMS services, and
it only consists of three personnel. W have a
battalion chief and a junp conpany on the south side.

Qur district is 6.4 square mles and do
respond to an average of 3900 calls a year. G ven our
limted staffing, a vehicle fromboth stations that do
on the majority of responses is causing our crews to
cross the tracks nmultiple tinmes daily to suppl enent each
station. |If crews are delayed by trains, that |eaves
the north side of the district without an avail able
medi c, even a delay in the paranmedic's care and
transport to the hospital.

Utimtely, we need an underpass on York Road,
and at a mininmum we would require six additional
personnel, two a day to staff in a central needed
anbul ance on the north side, the lack of funds to do so.
This is what our fire district requires to run

uni npai red, and these funds should not derive fromthe
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| ocal taxpaying conmunity. This inmpact was created by
CP and should be resolved by CP at their expense which
they -- in good faith in repairing previous askings for
damages to the entire community. This nmerger is the
| argest of its kind, and the ramfication will be felt
by the community for mllenniuns to come and shoul d not
cone at the expense of our taxpayers who have paid not
only in revenues, but quality of life. As the rail way
is the only establishnment that stands to profit
significantly, the railway, they should render the
capital and make the appropriate changes for a safer
Bensenvil |l e.

We have a strong saying in the fire service:
The first 5 mnutes dictates the next 5 hours. This can
be a difference between a rescue of a victimversus
recovery or an offensive attack versus a defensive. W
cannot wait behind a freight train and watch entire
busi nesses go up in flanes literally.

Thank you.

MS. HARRI S: Good evening. M nane is a Kar

Harris, and | amthe Manager of Environnental |npact for
the U S. operating railroad subsidiaries of the Canadi an
Nati onal Railroad Conpany doing business as CN. | am

based at CN's U.S. headquarters in Honmewood, Illinois,
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and | live in Kendall County

At CN, we take our role as a neighbor very
seriously. Wth that role comes the responsibilities
that will require us to be open, honest, and present in
the comunities we serve. | am here on behalf of CN
toni ght to enphasize two points fromCN s coments that
we submtted on Septenber 6th on the Draft EIS for the
proposed nerger.

First, there continued to be pervasive issues
in the accuracy of CP's and KCS's traffic data that they
submtted to the STB, and these issues are reflected in
the Draft EIS. Accurate data is vital to an adequate
ElI'S, but the data keeps changing with al nost every CP
and KCS subm ssion. This is not a revival basis for the
Board to assess the environnental inpacts of the
proposed nerger. Proper base year data, for exanple, is
i nportant to understandi ng the environnmental and
operating inpacts of a nerger. Here, CP -- CP and KCS
sel ected 2019 as the base year, but they did not use any
actual 2019 data. Instead, they nodel ed a 2019 base
year using nonthly snapshots of traffic from 2020 and
2021. The nodeling produced nunbers that are plainly
i naccurate and that change from subnission to

subm ssion. That is not a reliability approach for an
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envi ronnent al analysis. The STB recogni zed t hese
problenms in April and directed CP and KCS to provide
anended operating plan data that were consistent with
t he data they gave to the STB's environnental office.
The STB expected that the data woul d be essentially the
sane, but in May, CP and KCS subnitted yet another set
of data in their anended operating plan. [It's not
essentially the same as the data used in the EI'S, and
none of these different nodel ed sets of data represents
actual traffic for the base year of 2019. 1In its
comments, CN has given nultiple exanples of |ine
segments where the CP and KCS nunbers inaccurately
reflect traffic on the line. Wthout accurate and
reliable data, OEA cannot determ ne whether and where
rel evant thresholds for significant environmental
i npacts may be triggered and what the extent of those
i npacts will be.

Second, there are missing line segments in the
Draft EIS. Specifically, the Draft EI'S does not include
analysis of CN' s |line segment between the Franklin Park
and Schiller Park yard. CP uses CN s track to reach the
Schiller Park yard. CP disclosed that the nmerger wl|
increase in truck activity and carload activity that

exceeds the STB's environnental thresholds at the
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Schiller Park yard, yet CP never disclosed any data for
the line segnent owned by CN between the Franklin Park
and Schiller Park yard. The |line segnent is absent from
CP's operating plan, anended operating plan, and
envi ronnmental subm ssions. CN has no idea of how nuch
nmerger-related i ncrease and post-nerger's traffic CP
projects to nove over CN s track; however, since CP's
increase in activity at the Schiller Park yard exceeds
the thresholds, it seens likely that CN -- CP's traffic
on the track to the Schiller Park yard could al so exceed
the thresholds and that should be at |east be studied.

| see I"'mout of tinme, so in conclusion, CN
does ask STB's environnmental staff to perform additional
analysis in a supplement EIS and allow for public
comment on the full scope of potential actions before
t he STB.

Thank you for your tinme, and we w |l be
subm tted additional comments on the -- in witing for
the record. Thank you.

MR. VWEBB: Good evening. | am David Webb, W E-B-B,
and | amthe Deputy Village Manager for the Village of
Hanover ParKk.

As proposed, the quality of the air we breathe

and the inpact on human |ives out of this $31 billion
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nmerger by giving one freight railroad access to Mexico,
the United States, and Canada and all stops along the
way i s nonnegotiable. For sone cities that already
endure a lot of air pollution, it will nmean even nore
resulting in serious health risks, particularly for
people with heart and | ung di seases.

The vast increases in rail and truck traffic
will increase the burden of pollutants in areas of a
concentrated rail activity, such as internodal
termnals. Air quality analysis should be required at
rail yards, grade crossings, and junctions.

The potential inpact on [ ow income and
mnority communities along the M| waukee District West
line nust be mtigated appropriately by environnmental
justice requirenments. The inmpact on these conmmunities
must be cl ear because, according to the Environnental
Protecti on Agency, exposure to diesel exhaust can weaken
severe health conditions |like asthma and respiratory
illness and can worsen existing heart conditions, |lung
di sease, and special needs in children and the el derly.
These conditions can result in increased enmergency room
visits, hospital adm ssions, absences from work and
school, and prenmature deaths.

Further, the environnental inpact on | ow
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income and mnority communities from di esel engine
em ssions contributes to the production of ground-|evel
ozone whi ch danages crops, trees, and other vegetation.
Also created is acid rain which affects soil, |akes and
streans, and enters the human food chain via water,
produce, neat, and fish. These em ssions al so
contribute to property damage and reduced visibility.
The merger cannot cone through our conmmunities
ri sking human |ife and the environnment, particularly
when the nost significant price will inpact our | ow
inconme and m nority popul ations. You cannot overl ook
our nost vul nerabl e residents.
Thank you for your tine.
MS. ANDRE: The next speakers are Shubhra Govind and
M chael Wbl fe.
ATTENDANT: She al ready spoke.
MS. ANDRE: Ckay. And then Wayne Ri chards.
MR. RI CHARDS: Good evening, everybody. M nanme is
Wayne Richards, a resident of DuPage County here.
A | ot of things have been said, you know, the
360 degree curve that will alter lifestyles and safety
and everything else. The one thing, Anmericans with
Disabilities Act, | have not heard anything with that.

These poor soles will be standing there with crutches
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and wheel chairs waiting for these land bridges to go by
with tickets.
Anot her thing, if CP clains to be such a good
nei ghbor, as they have enphasized in the newspapers,
t hey shoul d be responsible for people's property val ues
that will decrease due to the lifestyle change -- nobody
wants to live by the tracks or in the area, period --
and the infrastructure that will be needed to add to the
safety of the existing communities. | nean, duplication
of police stations, fire, and maintenance to the way of
meani ng the public works and things and what not.
That's all 1've got to say.
MS. ANDRE: Thank you.
MR. WOLFE: Good evening. M chael Wlfe, WO L-F-E
a long-time resident of Itasca.
Let nme begin by saying, A that the draft
i npact study is underwhelm ng. No credible eval uation
depends on averages to characterize data. Your analysis

is irresponsible and ignores the reality nurturing

t oni ght.

As one who |ives apparently on the wong side
of the tracks in Itasca, | shutter to imgine traffic
when multiple crossings are down at the sanme tine. |If

you have driven in that area, you would see why. At two
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of the crossings at Wal nut and Catal pa the crossings are
just a few car length off of Irving Park Road, a mjor

t horoughfare through the area; so when the crossings are
down, you can't turn off of Irving to clear traffic. |If
the crossing gates are down for an extended period of
time, you would block Irving entirely in both

di rections.

Thi nk beyond the nunmbers. How long will it
take an energency vehicle in Itasca to get across the
tracks when the vehicle can't even get out of the
station on Irving Park Road? How long will it take them
to get around the traffic if a driver has unwittingly
bl ocked the shoulder trying to get out of the way of
traffic on Irving?

This plan demands significant mtigation to
deal with these issues, and it should be by CP at their
expense, not m ne.

Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: The next speakers are George Foran

(phonetic), CGeorge Foran. The next one, | apol ogize, |
cannot read your l|last nane. |It's probably ny eyes, but
John Ciesdal. 1It's CGI-E-S-DA-L?

MR. Cl ESLAK: Is that Cieslak?

MS. ANDRE: Maybe. |Is that you? Cone on up.
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MR. CIESLAK: Hi. As you have found out, | am John
Cieslak. | live in Wod Dale. | have been in Wod Dal e
since the late '70s, 1978. | currently live south of

the West line, less than a city block |ength, and ny
concerns are with all of the chiefs said about public
safety, delays in energency responses, and | am here to
advocat e t hrough nmy nei ghbors.

We have been subjected to noise fromO Hare's
expansi on project. Tal king about mtigation for noise,
we have none. They're using an outdated map that
doesn't include O Hare's expansion to decide who gets
any type of noise mtigation, so that's another concern.

| have noticed as a resident nore trains
carryi ng hazardous chem cals through town, tankers cars,
cars with hazardous warning signs on them flammbility
signs on them and | am concerned about spills along the
tracks there.

And finally, for those of you who have |ived
| ong enough and use Irving Park Road as an east-west
t horoughfare past the airport and has had to deal with
CP rails and their railroad crossings there, | don't
believe a word that conmes out of there nouths because
we' ve sat at crossings at Irving Park and York Road for

20, 30 mnutes at a tinme, and to ne, they are in
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violation, and | think this has to be docunmented of
state laws that allow trains to block highways in
I1'linois.
So those are ny concerns. | just wanted to
voi ce them
Thank you.
M5. ANDRE: Mary FitzGerald Ozog.
M5. OZOG |'ve al ready spoke.
MS. ANDRE: Okay. Geat. That's what | though. |
just wanted to make sure.
And Enrique Ronero, Enrique.
ATTENDANT: He al ready spoke.
M5. ANDRE: He did? Okay.
Okay. | just want to go through a couple of
names just to make sure | did not m ss soneone.
Mary Ferrill, James McCarthy, Thomas Fox, and
Raynond Castel |l ano, anyone here with those nanes who
wants to speak?
Ckay.
Well, that is all of the pre-registered
speakers.
MR. KASZYNSKI: | have a brief comment.
MS5. ANDRE: Onh, okay. Are we taking a few? 9:30.

Yes, we have a hard stop at 9:30, so please just state
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your nanme for the record.
MR, KASZYNSKI: My nane is Ed Kaszynski. | live in
Wood Dal e.

And | was just investigating when the speaking
was goi ng on about the Keystone XL pipeline that was
cancel ed, and that was to nove tar sand, oil, the dirty
oil, the worst oil west. |If you | ooked at the map of
where that was originally proposed, it's eerily simlar
to what this route will be, and they supposedly cancel ed
that because it wasn't environnentally friendly, but
pi pelines are a hell of a lot safer than rail cars. And
better yet, supplying that open fracking again on
federal lands. | know that's out of the scope, but |
had to say that.

MS. ANDRE: Anyone else interested in making a
formal record -- I'"'msorry, coment for the record?

So just a couple of rem nders. First of all,
| just want to say thank you for hanging in there with
us tonight. It was really, really wonderful to see al
of you here.

A couple of rem nders. One, as Josh
menti oned, we do have an online public neeting on
Monday, Septenber 19th, so it's a very simlar

presentation given by OEA and then a very simlar feel
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wher e people can have three m nutes to nake their
comments; so please tell other people in the comunity
that may not be able to have been here toni ght that we
woul d I ove to see them at that online neeting.

Agai n, making conments electronically, filing
them el ectronically, we have coment sheets over there.
If you want to take them home with you, mail themin.

So pl ease, thank you again for everybody's
comments tonight, participating, and please tell the
rest of your community to wite in or participate in
Monday' s onli ne.

Anyt hing you want to close with?

Okay. Thanks so much, everyone. | hope you
have a wonderful small rest of your evening and rest of
t he week.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ng concluded at 9:11 p.m)
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STATE OF ILLINOS )
) Ss:
COUNTY OF C OO K )

The within and foregoing proceedi ng was taken
before M CHELLE M CETKOVIC, C.S.R, and Notary Public,
at the place, date and tinme aforenentioned.

| do hereby certify that | reported the
proceedi ng before the Surface Transportation Board
regardi ng Docket FD 36500 and that the foregoing is a
true and accurate transcript of my stenographic notes
and is a true record of the testinony given during the
f oregoi ng heari ng.

| further certify that I am not enployed by or
related to any party to this action by blood or marriage
and that I amin no way interested in the outconme of
this matter.

Wtness ny official signature and seal as
Notary Public in and for Cook County, Illinois, on this

Cct ober 26 2022

M CHELLE M CETKOVIC, C S. R
Notary Public

Li cense No. 084-002406

One North Franklin Street
Suite 3000

Chi cago, Illinois 60606
(312) 442-0987
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