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APPEARANCES
List of Attendees:
Barb Ryder, Citizen
Brian Ritter, Executive Director of Nahan Marsh
Colin Shirk, Marketing and Events Coordi nator
Madel i ne Kull, Nahan Marsh Representative
Lori O Dell McCollum Citizen
Terry Collins, Volunteer
Dan Freeman, Muscatine Community Representative
Dave W llis, Citizen
Dr. Joshua Wayl and, Acting Deputy Director
Al an Tabachni ck, Environmental Analysis Rep.
Al an Summerville, Environmental Analysis Rep.
Martin Oberman, Chairman
Robert Primus, Board Menmber
Lauren Triebert, Speaker
Carol e Enise, Citizen
Carl Birkestrand, Citizen
Dave Bowman, Citizen
Andrew Kida, City Adm nistrator for Camanche

Austin Pruett, Mayor of Camanche

Mol |y Newell, Business Owner
M chelle Solis Russell, Citizen
Robert Clewell, Speaker

P.J. Slobojan, Citizen
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APPEARANCES (Cont'd)
Veronica Bales, Citizen
Lee Shaffer, United Steelwrkers Union Representative
Kat hy W ne, Executive Director of River Action
Kay Pence, Citizen
Max Kauffman, Citizen
Rebecca Howe, Merrill Hotel Omer
Sherry Bl ayblur [ph], Citizen
Frank Grage, Citizen
Terry Bush, Retired City Enpl oyee
Dr. Bruce Peterson, Citizen
Di ane Franken, Citizen
M chael Taylor, Citizen
M chael Hustedde, Citizen
Ni col e Dopl er-Rei man, Citizen
John Gardner, Citizen
Bill Patterson, Citizen
WIIl Panforin [ph], Retired Loconotive Engi neer
M chael Mel oy, Attorney
Ken Croken, Scott County Board of Supervisors Menber
Jerry Freudenberg, Citizen
Curtis Lundy, Citizen

Farrah Peach [ph], Mbderator Assi stant
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: So we are currently on
the record now at 6:01 p. m

Could I ask that you please identify
yourself for the record?

M5. RYDER: Hello. M nanme is Barb
Ryder.

THE REPORTER: Could you spell your
| ast nanme for me?

M5. RYDER: R-Y-D-E-R

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch. At
this point -- sorry, I'mgoing to wait until the
background speaker is done.

MS. TRIBERT: It'll just be another
second or two.

THE REPORTER: |'m going to pause the
record now at 6:02 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. We are now on the
record at 6:07 p. m

Coul d you please identify yourself for
the record?

MS. RYDER: ' m Barb Ryder, R-Y-D-E-R

THE REPORTER: Okay. Thank you very

much. And that's all | needed. Could you please --
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you're now wel cone to give a public comment.

M5. RYDER:. Okay. | live near the
rail road crossing at West Central Park and North
Lincoln, and | use that quite a bit. And it's kind of
hard to predict when the trains are going to cone. |
start witing it down, but then that varies wthin,
you know, 10 to 20 mnutes. And a lot of tines, |
have appointnents | have to get to. And you know,
everything stops and the trains there | counted cars.
They're -- they're between 130 and -- and 150 or nore
at a -- at a -- atine. And nmy nost recent
frustration was the crossing down on West 3rd just
west of Division, there's a bank down there |I needed
to get to before it closed. And unfortunately, the
train there stopped in the mddle of the tracks tw ce,
backed up, unhooked it -- or re-hooked cars, and was
still standing there when | left, about 15 to 20
m nutes later after the bank had cl osed. So things
i ke this happen, you know, | know they have
busi nesses they have to service. But when, you know,
a private person is -- is trying to get across and use
the -- the public streets, it is frustrating. Another
one | use quite frequently is Fairnont at Hi ckory
Grove. And there a lot of the school buses, the

trains cone during the rush hour and the after-school
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buses. Then -- fromthat crossing, the one from Wst
Central Park and North Lincoln wake ne up several
times during the night, when they're blaring their --
their whistles. | nean, there's many other -- staying
in their sections or when they -- even when they run
under the street, close to different places where |
go, like, for exanple, Genesis East Medical Center.
Not only do they have their own anbul ances but East
Rush Honme near Eastern -- Eastern Avenue, it goes
under the -- under the street but still that's very
noi sy. And in 2012, ny husband and | purposely did

not buy a house in that area because of the noise. So

|"m-- appreciate thoughtful ness of thinking this
project and or would it -- the inconveni ences going to
cost the private person. | personally will not be
voting for the mayor -- the current mayor again
because of his decision in -- in, you know,
railroading the -- the city to vote for this nerger

earlier this sumer. Thank you for your tine.

THE REPORTER: Okay. Thank you very
much.

Now going off the record at 6:10 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. We're now on the
record at 6:11 p. m
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Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?

MR. RITTER  Yes. I"mBrian Ritter,
B-RI-A-NRI-T-T-E-R

THE REPORTER: Okay. Thank you. And
you are now open to give a public comrent.

MR. RITTER Yes. |'m concerned about
the noise inpacts and vibration inpact to Nahant Marsh
Education Center. Nahant is spelled NNA-H A-N-T
M A-R-S-H Education Center. W're |ocated right next
to the C.P. Rail Yard at 4220 Wapell o Avenue in
Davenport. And we were listed in -- well, when we
pul l ed up the map, Section 3.6 did not address us
specifically, but we have concerns because we serve
22,000 people a year with our education program and
our building especially was listed as the area
above -- above the decibel |level for inpact. And
that's all | have.

THE REPORTER: (Okay. Thank you very
much.

At this point, we're going off the
record at 6:12. Thank you very nuch.

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. We're now on the
record at 6:15 p. m

Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?
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MR. SHIRK: I'mColin Shirk. That's
COL-I-Nlast name, S-HI-R-K, and | amthe marketing
and events coordi nator at Nahant Marsh in Davenport --

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.
You are now wel cone to give the public coment.

MR. SHIRK: Alrighty. | would just
li ke to voice ny concerns over the vibration and noi se
| npacts on Nahant Marsh Nature Preserve. W do have
the Rusty Patched bunbl ebee, which is a federally
endangered species, that nests in the ground. So
vibrations will have a large inpact on that. W also
have a | arge wild popul ation of Blanding's turtles,
which is a state threatened species in lowa and a
st ate endangered species in Illinois. Those woul d
al so be inpacted. W have several species of
sensitive birds. W have nesting green herons and
nesting sandhill cranes, all of which are very
sensitive to noise pollution. Things like that.

We al so have access issues. So we have
a property that we've just acquired that is
cattycorner fromour property that happens to go
across the railroad track. So the merger will bring
the closing of Buffalo Avenue at the railroad tracks,
which will essentially cut off access to that. So any

sort of equipnment or anything like that is going to be

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Meeting September 13, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 9

very, very difficult for us to get across. But ny
mai n concerns are going to be the ecol ogi cal concerns.
So with sensitive species, with potential derail nent
and oil spills, stuff |like that, and how that could
i npact Nahant Marsh, Nahant Marsh is a very big part
of the M ssissippi Flyway for mgratory birds. So
every spring and every fall, we have hundreds of
t housands of birds that are mgrating through and
utilizing the marsh, and, you know, any -- anything
t hat goes wong with the railroad could severely
| npact those mgrating birds. And | guess that's al
| got for you.

THE REPORTER: (Okay. Thank you very
much.

Goi ng off the record at 6:17.

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. We are now on the
record at 6:20 p. m

Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?

MS. KULL: My nanme is Madeline Kull,
MA-D-E-L-1-N-E K-U-L-L.

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.
You are now open to give a conment.

M5. KULL: | was interested in what the

mer ger had planned for a lot of the flooding that
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would -- at least for -- at |least in downtown
Davenport, especially where the Canadian Pacific
Railyard is. | work for Nahant Marsh, just a nature
preserve that's going to be greatly affected by the
merger in a negative way; as well as | |ive on South
Concord which -- which neets River Drive and Buffalo
Avenue and Utica Ridge. M biggest concern as a
resident on that street is the flooding and the

cl osure of Wapello at the Wapell o Avenue crossing
because, as a resident of that street, that is the

hi ghest ground. Wen it floods, all of the -- all the
other residents will park along that road, their cars,
and then take their boats to that area because it is

t he hi ghest ground. Where South Concord neets River
Drive goes under incredibly quickly. Were Uica

Ri dge nmeets South Concord goes under incredibly
quickly. | have a |lot of concerns about just our
safety. And our access to either our vehicles or, you
know, not -- not stranding us out there when it

fl oods; as well as some of the issues that come with

the flooding as well. GO spills, you know, stuck
railroad -- rail cars. Essentially, it would nmake us
a island on South Concord and -- to be incredibly

dangerous. We woul d not have access to either

emergency services or fire or police activity. So
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that is one of ny base concerns for the nerger. As
wel |l as a whol e bunch of environnmental factors when it
cones to the river, as well as the nature preserve,
work for. But nostly, |I'mvery concerned for ny
nei ghbors and nyself on that South Concord. Thank
you.

THE REPORTER: Okay. Thank you very
much. At this point, we're going off the record at
6: 23.

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. We're now on the
record at 6:23 p. m

Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?

MS. O DELL MCCOLLUM  Sure. M nane is
Lori O Dell MCollum

THE REPORTER: And could you spell that
for me pl ease?

M5. O DELL MCCOLLUM L-OR1 ODE-L-L
MCCOL-L-UM

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch. At
this point, you are now free to | eave a comment.

MS. O DELL MCCOLLUM  Thank you. Well,
| have several concerns at this nerger. One of which
I's an environnmental justice issue. The tracks are

predom nantly in the city of Davenport, passing
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t hrough margi nalized communities with nostly peopl e of
color. And | believe that the noise and potential air
pollution or potential accidents would nore adversely

affect that than other people in our community.

Secondly, |I'm concerned about a
potential spill inpacting particularly a native
habitat that we have spent mllions of dollars
restoring, called Nahant Marsh. | was trying to

review the environnental inpact statenment and | didn't
see any nention of the fact that there are endangered
species in that marsh and the railroad track runs
right through it, right through the edge of it. And

If there was an accident there, particularly an oil

spill, it would have a very negative affect on plants,
animals, and -- and as | said, these endangered
speci es.

Of course, I'malso concerned about the

econom ¢ i npact on our conmunity. We have just
established river cruises that dock here, there on the
other side of the track. And if these people had to
sit and wait to get to their buses to go on all of
their established tours when they arrive, | think
they're going to be canceling all their contracts with
our community. And they bring in mllions of dollars.

And so this | think would al so have a very negative
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affect on the community. So econom cs, environnent,
and environnental justice issues, | think all are
things that | have not seen addressed in the
envi ronment al inpact study, which | understand from
soneone | spoke with really was | ooking nore at
construction sites then at the full distance from --

As an aside, | would also say |I don't
qui te understand why we are putting Anmerican |ands at
risk for a Canadi an conpany that's going to ship oi
to Mexico. And while | understand that there's going
to be sone jobs created, | don't think that that
offsets the environnental risks. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.
We're now going off the record at 6:2 --

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: (Okay. we are now on the
record at 6:27 p. m

Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?

M5. COLLINS: MWy nane is Terry Collins,
T-EFR-RY COL-L-1-NS. I'mfrom Davenport.

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.
And | just ask that when you do speak, that you speak
up just a little bit |ouder so |I can hear you. But
ot herw se, you are welcone to | eave a public coment.

M5. COLLINS: What if | get closer to
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this thing?

THE REPORTER: | think that'd be
perfect. Thank you.

Al'l right. You're now welconme to |eave
a comrent .

M5. COLLINS: | amvery concerned about
this railroad nerger and how it connects with the City
of Davenport. From what | can understand, there wll

be -- there are eight trains that go by Nahant Park

down in the southwest portion of Davenport -- the
wet | ands. They have lots of wild -- animals and ferns
and things like that down there. | volunteer down

there. They've also had about eight trains a day.
But with this nmerger, it's going to go fromthe eight
trains to twenty-two trains a day. That's al nost one

an hour. That is not going to do, you know, give the

people there and the -- animals. [It's not going to do
them any good. it's going to be very detrinenta
to -- to themand to their health.

|'ve al so been told that they're going
to -- they're going to close the Wapell o Crossing and
that would -- that would in effect cut Nahant Marsh's
property in half. W'd have to go all the way around.
Now, they've tal ked about building an overpass. Yeah,

maybe soneday. But in the neantime, the property is
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cut in half. |I'mvery concerned about that. | think
that the railroad is trying to maybe do sonet hi ng
that's not in the city's best interests and we need to
do sonething about it. So that's why |I'm here.

THE REPORTER: Okay. Thank you very
much.

We' re now going off the record at 6:29.

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. W are now on the
record at 6:31 p. m

Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?

MR. FREEMAN: Yes. M nane is Dan
Freeman. First nane spelled D-A-N. Last nane,
F-R-E-E-M A-N, Freeman, 517 Roscoe Avenue, Miscati ne,
lowa. And | just wanted to make sonme coments. |Is
now the tine to start that?

THE REPORTER: Yes, it is.

MR. FREEMAN: | would say in a nutshel
that regarding this rail nmerger, | am 100 percent
totally opposed to it as it stands. But | wll
concern ny comments with just the city of Miscatine
and the area of Miuscatine since | ama comunity
representative and a nenber of a political party and
canpai gn coordinator for elected officials in the

Muscati ne ar ea.
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But first of all, I -- | want to say
t hat people are very upset wth the strongarm
I ntimadation tactics used by the railroad to coerce
the cities to agree with their agenda. You know, for
exanple, the city of Miuscatine | requested informtion
six nmonths in advance of any resolution vote and was
stonewal | ed at every corner, up to and including when
the resolution in City Council was adopted, it passed
four to three in favor of the resolution, but many
city council menbers are upset because they were given
an information dunp three or two days before the vote.
They didn't have time to deci pher the information or
figure out what the heck was going on.

" m al so upset with the fact that the
railroad didn't have any community invol venent in
Muscati ne, and basically, what's going on here is the
railroad is going to channel all that rail traffic
t hrough one rail line for the benefit of the railroad.
So financial benefit of the railroads, and there is
absolutely no benefit to any citizen in the state of
lowa or Illinois. So | don't think |I really need to
say any nore than that. Just that | am 100 percent
opposed. And thank you so nuch for this opportunity
to officially go on the record.

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.
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We're now going off the record at 6: 33.

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Okay. W are now on the
record at 6:37 p. m

Coul d you pl ease introduce yourself?

MR. WLLIS: Hi . |''m Dave WIIlis,
WI1l-L-L-1-S from Camanche, | owa.

THE REPORTER: Thank you very nuch.
You're now free to | eave a public coment.

MR. WLLIS: So I can tal k?

THE REPORTER: Yes, you may.

MR WLLIS: Ckay. So we're here to
oppose this nmerger bigtine. W' re also here to reject
t hat environnmental statenent, which |I don't think was
really done in person. |t seens like nore like it was
Google Earth. W're fromright here in this area. W
have so many wetl ands, marshlands, that lead to the
M ssi ssi ppi River and the WApsipinicon River, that |
don't think we're taking into account, essentially
with the length of the trains, the speed of the
trains, the weight of the trains, carrying the
hazardous material. So that's one of our big things.

The other thing that's kind of catching
my mnd is, this is 26,000 mles from Mexico through

our U.S., through ny little honmetown, and all the way
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up into Canada ports of entry. Now, we all know or
hopefully we know what's going on in Mexico with the
cartels shipping out drugs -- fentanyl, neth and then
al so possibly human trafficking. | feel -- | feel
that this is a perfect superhighway for themjust to
| oad up drugs, people, whatever, down in the southern
regi ons, send anything up north, and then come up
right through ny little hometown. |'m sure the
cartels have already got a lot of this stuff figured
out .

Al so, the safety regards. |'mnot sure
how many people actually man the train, if there's
two; if there's four. |If we have a mle long train
that's carrying hazardous nmaterials, we don't have a
caboose. We don't have anybody in the back end of the
train nmonitoring the trail of the train. If there's
sonet hing |l eaking, the cities are going to have to see
it. And then, when will they see it? And then what
Is it? So the safety aspect; the environnental
aspect; the drug aspect; and then they're talking
about possibly trying to get rid of, |ike, 60,000 sem
rigs. Sems are so nmuch nore safer. |It's the
I ndi vidual s that have to stop every so often; get out
of their rig; and they -- have to go around and check

ties, |leakage, the lights. They're also nonitored on
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t he hi ghway by the Departnent of Transportations, and
they're seen by us in the public. So the trains,
they're pretty well hidden. So let's just keep it
like that. And I'mgoing to call it quits because |I'm
going to talk for three m nutes. But --

THE REPORTER: (Okay. Thank you very
much for your comment.

We are now going off the record at 6:40

p. m

(OFf the record.)

M5. ANDRE: (Good eveni ng, everyone.
Thank you all for comng tonight. It's great to see

such a large crowd out. Please, there are seats over
here if anyone wants them If you can't find a seat,
pl ease find sonebody with a nanme tag if you need a
seat and we will find you one.

So | would |ove to wel come you tonight
to the public neeting for the draft environnenta
| npact statenent statenent -- Kansas City Sout hern by
Canadi an Pacific. The docket nunmber for this proposed
acquisition is FD36500.

But first, | would like to introduce
Dr. Joshua Wayl and, Acting Deputy Director of the
O fice of Environnmental Analysis and project manager

for this environmental review process. He's going to
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cone up and give a brief presentation. And then we'l
start the formal comment process period. Thank you.

DR. WAYLAND: Thank you, Candice.
Thank you all for attending this evening, and wel cone
to this public neeting for the draft DIS for the
proposed acquisition of Kansas City Southern Rail way
by Canadi an Pacific Railway.

As Candice said, nmy nanme is Josh
Wayl and. | amthe Acting Deputy Director of the
Surface Transportation Board's Ofice of Environnmental
Anal ysis. The Surface Transportation Board is the
federal agency that is reviewing the proposed
acquisition, and we are hosting tonight's neeting.

| also want to recognize ny coll eagues,
Al an Tabachnick also fromthe O fice of Environnental
Anal ysis and the Board and Alan Summerville is here.
He works for VHB, our third-party contractor, who is
assisting us in preparing the environnmental inpact
st at enent .

| also want to recognize that we're
going to have two of the Surface Transportation Board
members with us for the formal commenting portion of
tonight's neeting. They're not here yet but wll be
here to listen to your comments. That woul d incl ude

Surface Transportation Board Chairman Martin Overnman
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and Surface Transportation Board nmenber Robert Prinus.

Before we nobve into hearing everyone's
comments this evening, |I'mgoing to give a very brief
presentation, summarizing the federal agency's role in
this project; our environnental review process; and
sone of the mmjor findings of the environnental inpact
statenent. But | do want to do this briefly, so we
| eave plenty of tinme to hear your coments, which is
why we are here tonight.

Here are the topics that I'mgoing to
be covering in the presentation: First, I'll briefly
I ntroduce ny agency, the Surface Transportati on Board.
"1l briefly introduce or tal k about the applicants in
this proposed acquisition, Kansas City Southern
Rai | way and Canadi an Pacific Railway. And I'll talk a
little bit about the proposed acquisition itself.

Then 11l provide an overview of the environnental
review process. And | will briefly sumarize sonme of
the major inpacts that the draft DI S includes the
proposed acquisition my have. And finally, | wll
tal k about next steps and options for comrenting and
stayi ng engaged for the rest of the process.

"Il start with an overview of the
federal agency. As | nentioned, | work for the

Surface Transportation Board. The Surface
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Transportation Board is an i ndependent federal agency
t hat has broad econom c regul atory oversi ght of
railroads, and it is the federal agency that is
responsi ble for review ng and deci di ng whet her or not
to authorized proposed railroad nergers. | work for
the Ofice of Environnental Analysis at the Surface
Transportation Board, and we are the office at the
Board that is responsible for ensuring that the
coordinates its responsibilities under the Nati onal
Envi ronmental Policy Act and rel ated environnent al
policy.

The proposed acquisition is not being
sponsored or funded by the federal governnent. The
applicants in this case are two Class 1 railroads,
Canadi an Pacific Railway and Kansas City Sout hern
Rai |l way. From herein on |I'mjust going to use the
acronynms CP to refer to Canadian Pacific and its
subsidiaries, and KCS to refer to Kansas City Southern
and its subsidiaries.

CP and KCS submtted an applicated to
the Surface Transportation Board requesting authority
for CP to acquire KCS. If this could nove forward, if
t he Board should decide to authorize this proposed
acqui sition, then those two railroad conpani es and

their two railroad networks would combine to from one
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system that woul d be known as Canadi an Pacific Kansas
City or CPKC. This is what we call an "end to end"
mer ger because the two systens do not currently
overlap. And this conmbination would create the first
railroad that woul d extend from Canada t hrough the
United States and into Mexico.

According to the applicants, CP and
KCS, the purpose of this proposed acquisition is to
conbine Anerica's two smal |l est but fastest grow ng
Class 1 railroads to build a nore efficient and nore
conpetitive rail network. The applicants state that
t he conbi nati on woul d provi de benefits to shippers by
creating a nore efficient transportation system And
that it would further the need for expanded and
nore -- efficient transportation infrastructure while
si mul t aneously advancing the interests of current and
future custoners in nore reliable and econom cal rai
transportation options serving in nore north/south
trade routes. And the applicants also state that the
proposed acqui sition would have environnental benefits
by diverting freight fromtruck to rail.

VWhen consi dering whether or not to
aut hori ze the proposed acquisition, the Surface
Transportation Board will consider both the

transportation nerits of the proposal and the
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envi ronnental inpacts of the proposal, including
| npacts on local individuals. This is a requirenent
of the National Environmental Policy Act -- and, as |
menti oned before, ny Ofice of the Board, OEA, Ofice
of Environnmental Analysis, we are the office
responsi bl e for making sure that the agency fulfills
its responsibilities underneath -- and related to --
| i ke Section 106 of the National Hi storic Preservation
Act and the Endangered Species Act.

This slide shows the general schedule
or process for the witing and produci ng an
envi ronnmental inpact statenment underneath. This
process began back last fall when we issued a notice
of intent to prepare an environnental inpact
statenent. That issuance of that notice of intent
started the scoping process. During that tinme, we
hel d public neetings. Those neetings were held online
due to the ongoing pandenmic. And we got comments from
agenci es, other stakeholders, tribes, and the public
about potential issues that we should | ook at in our
envi ronnental review.

After the end of scoping, we began
preparing a docunent, called an environnmental i npact
statenent for DI'S, and we issue the draft DI S August

5th for public review and comment. We're now in the
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public review and comment phase of the DI S process,
and this is the tine when we want to hear from nenbers
of the public and other interested stakehol ders about
their concerns and really on any aspect of the draft
DIS. After the public coment period closes, we wll
prepare a final environnental inpact statenent that

w ||l address every comment that we received.

The draft DI'S that we prepared conpares
what woul d happen on the proposed acquisition to what
we call the "no action alternative," which is what
woul d occur if the Board were to decide not to
aut hori ze the proposed acquisition. The draft DS
focuses on places and where rail traffic could be
i ncreased in excess of thresholds that are established
I n our regul ations.

There are several different types of
i npacts that we think that the proposed acquisition
can result in. And those inpacts mght be related to
I ncreases in freight railroad traffic. They -- they
could be related to changes in operations at railyards
and | oconotive facilities. And then finally, there
are potential inpacts associated with making capital
| nprovenents within the railroad, effectively
extendi ng mass -- or building new -- or addi ng double

-- virtual connectivity interruption -- |ight.
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As | nmentioned, the draft DI S focuses
on places where our environnental review threshol ds
woul d be met. The Board's environnental review
t hreshol ds are set forth in our regulations at 49 CFR
1105. 7E. Generally, we conduct an environnent al
review when rail traffic would increase by at | east
eight trains per day. Now, this map on the slide here
shows how traffic is projected to change if the nerger
were to nove forward. The darkest col or represents
rail lines where the projected increase in rai
traffic would nean that -- eight trains per day. Here
In eastern Otawa, the projected increase in traffic
is the largest increase of anywhere -- conbi ned
network and is approximately 14.4 additional trains
per day.

This slide shows the different topics
that we analyzed in the draft DIS. W considered a
range of different potential inpacts, including
| npacts related to freight and passenger rail safety;
grade crossing safety; and and grade crossing
delay; -- rail diversions; noise and vibration; air
gquality and climte change; internodal facilities
traffic, energy; cultural resources; hazardous
materials rel ease sites; biological resources; water

resources; environnmental justice; and cunulative
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i npacts. |I'mvery briefly going to nove through each
of these different inpact properties and present sone
of the mpjor conclusions of the draft DIS now. But |
want to enphasize that this is going to be a

hi gh-1 evel overview, and if you're interested in
under st andi ng our conclusions or how we arrived at our
conclusions, | would reconmend that you reviewthe
draft DI'S and correspondi ng appendi ces.

The draft DIS -- major inpact of the
proposed acquisition with the train noise from passing
trains. We did a conputer nodel to predict what the
change in noise would be fromthe increased rai
traffic. We define an average noi se inpact as
occurring when a noi se sensitive receptor, such as a
resi dence or a school or a nursing home or hospital
woul d experience an increase in average noise of at
| east three -- weighted decibels on average and reach
a day/ ni ght average sound | evel of 65 decibels.
Across the whole nunber, we identified a total of
6, 307 receptors, and residences, schools, nursing
homes, hospitals, places |like that, that would
experi ence an average noi se inpact of as a result of
t he proposed acqui sition.

We al so anal yzed the potential inpact

of vibrations from passing trains. And we found that
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the trains would produce vibrations. That vibration
could be felt by people, and it could be annoyi ng.
But we do not expect that vibration from passing
trains would be strong enough to cause damage to
bui | di ngs or other structures.

In the draft DI'S, we specifically
assessed whet her the proposed acquisition would have
di sproportionally high in adverse inpacts on
envi ronnmental justice popul ations, including |ow
i ncome and mnority popul ations. And we concl uded
that the proposed acquisition would not have such
di sproportionate inpacts on environnental justice
popul ations, in part because the noise inpacts that we
project will occur would primarily with the majority
of those adverse inpacts would occur in non-
environnental justice popul ations.

The draft DI S al so assesses safety of
safety fromrail operations and safety at grade
crossings. Because rail traffic is projected to
I ncrease on many rail lines, this neans that the risk
of an accident occurring, such as a derailnment or a
spill or a collision with a passenger train or at
grade crossings collisions involving notor vehicles.
That risk would increase at many grade crossings and

along many rail lines as a result of that increased
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traffic. However, we think that the absolute risk
would remain low on all affected railroads --

In ternms of delay, we al so expect that
del ay woul d i ncrease at many grade crossings
t hr oughout the combi ned network. Across the entire
system the greatest increase in average delay woul d
be approximately 7.3 seconds on average per vehicle
per day. And the nost affected grade crossing would
be right here in Davenport. |In addition, sonme of the
pl anned capital inprovenents that the applicants are
I ntendi ng to undertake woul d have potential inpacts on
del ay.

Now, one of the reasons that the
proposed acquisition is projected to increase rail
traffic is because it would result in truck to rail
di versions. This neans that sonme freight that's
currently noved by truck would nove by rail instead.
And the proposed acquisition is projected to result in
t he renoval of approximately 64,000 trucks annually
fromthe nation's highways as a result of these truck
to rail diversions. Fright is transferred fromtrucks
torail inrenmpte facilities. So it's possible that
| ocal truck traffic could increase al ong roadways t hat
provi de access to those in renote facilities, but we

found that those inpacts would be negligible. As a
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result of the truck to rail diversions, we conclude
t hat the proposed acquisition would add an overall
beneficial inpact on energy efficiency and that is
because rail transportation is significantly nore fuel
efficient than truck transportation. The proposed
acquisition is also because of these truck to rail
di versions also not expected to increase overall air
em ssions, including greenhouse gas em ssions. And it
could result in an overall decrease in em ssions.
Agai n, because rail transportation is nore efficient
in terms of fuel use than truck transportation.
However, the proposed acquisition would affect where
em ssions happen. And we did find that it would
i ncrease nitrogen oxide em ssions in several
non- attai nment mai ntenance areas proposed. That's
| nportant because the nitrogen oxide is a precursor
chem cal for -- virtual connectivity interruption --
The draft DI'S concl udes that inpacts on
ot her resource areas would be m nor or tenporary. For
exanple, we would be found that the proposed
acquisition would not adversely affect historic
properties that are listed in or eligible for listing
I n the National Register of Historic Places. W found
that sonme of the proposed or the planned capital

| mprovenents could be built in areas that may be
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af fected by residual hazardous waste. But we don't
expect that those inpacts would be major, and they
woul d be mnimzed by mtigation that we're
recormmending. Simlarly, inpacts on biological and
wat er resources would be mnor. W do expect that
sone of the planned capital inprovenents woul d affect
wetl ands with the placenment of fill in those wetl ands
in order to stand appropriate new sites. But again,
we are recomendi ng mtigati on measures to address
those inpacts. Simlarly, several of the planned
capital inprovenents would be located in suitable
foraging habitat for several protected bat species,
and we are recomending mitigation to address those
potential inpacts.

Finally, we considered whether the
proposed acqui sition could be considered along with
ot her proposed actions result in cunulative inpacts on
the environment. And we did -- through that anal ysis,
did not find that the proposed acquisition would
result in cunul ative additional inpacts aside from
t hose that have already been discussed. Again, this
is a very high-level summary of sone of the nmmjor
findings of the draft DI'S, and we do encourage you to
briefly address -- virtual connectivity

i nterruption -- details. But | want to | eave plenty
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of time to hear fromall of you today. So next, |'m
going to nove into a very quick summary of what's
goi ng to happen next in the environnental review
process.

After the coment period on the draft
DS closes, which will occur on COctober 14th, we w ||
prepare a final environnmental inpact statenent that
w ||l address every comment that we receive; nake any
changes to the draft DIS that we need to nake in
response to your comrents; and will set forth our
final conclusions and our final recommendations for
environnmental mtigation. After we issue the final
DIS, the Surface Transportation Board will make its
final decision on whether or not to authorize the
proposed acquisition. In making its final decision,
the Board will consider the entire -- including the
record on transportation nerits and the record on the
envi ronnmental inpacts, including the draft
environnental inpact statenent, final environnmental
| npact statenent, and all the comments that we

received. This neeting is focused on the

envi ronnental inpacts; however, | should nention that
the Board will also consider the transportation nerits
of the proposal, and the Board will be here holding a

hearing in Washington D.C. at its headquarters
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begi nni ng on Septenber 28th to focus on the
transportation nerits aspect of the proposed
acqui sition.

|"d like to turn now to discussing how
you can submt your comments on the draft DIS. After
| m done with this presentation, we'll go ahead and
nove into a formal commenting portion of of tonight's
meeti ng where you can deliver your comments to us
orally. If you would prefer to submt coments in
writing, there are several ways that you can do so.
We do encourage you to submt comments that are
witten electronically, either through the Board
sponsored project website. The address is up here.
It's www. cp- kcsnergerdis.comor through the Board's
website, www. stb.gov. |If you want to mail a commrent,
that's also an option. The address is here -- see --
t he address shown on the screen. W just ask that you
pl ease reference docket number FD36500 in any comrents
t hat you submt, whether electronically or nmil ed.
Pl ease al so note that any comments that you submt
wi Il be nmade public on the Board's website and that
your comrents should be submtted, or post nmarked no
| ater than October 14th. As | mentioned, the Board
sponsored project website is one option for submtting

el ectronic comments. The Board sponsored project
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website also includes a |lot of information about the
proposed acquisition, including the draft DI S itself
as well as an interactive maps show ng potenti al

I npacts. It also includes this public involvenent
page, where you can type your comment directly into
the comment formhere. |If you would |like to submt a
coment as a Word docunent or PDF as an attachnent,
you can do so through the Board's website, stb. gov.
this slide shows what the environnental coment form
| ooks |ike on our website, and it allows you to submt
PDFs, Wbrd docunents, or other file types as an
attachnment if you prefer to submt your comment that
way .

Al right. Finally, I'd like to just
qui ckly review the different ways that you can stay
engaged in this process through the renmai nder of the
envi ronnental inpacts statenent process. Again, |
encourage you to visit the Board' s sponsored project
website, www. cp-kcsnmergerdis.comfor project updates
and information. You can also visit the Board's
website. You can join our e-mail list. And there's a
link for doing so on the project website. And you'll
receive project updates as we nove forward with this
process. We have an online neeting roomset up on the

project website that is neant to replicate sort of
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what we saw here during the open house portion of
tonight's neeting. There's different information
avail able for you there. And finally, you can contact
us with any questions at the e-mail address as shown
on this screen or call the DIS --

" mgoing to leave this slide up as we
nove into the formal commenting portion of tonight's
meeting so that you can -- if you need to refer to it.
And with that, |I'mgoing to hand the m crophone back
over to Candice to facilitate the formal comrenting
portion of tonight's nmeeting. | want to thank you all
once again for your interest in this project and your
participation in this environnental review process.

It's really wonderful to see you all here tonight.

Thank you.
M5. ANDRE: Ckay. Thank you --
As we begin --
THE REPORTER: This is on the record.
M5. ANDRE: -- our formal conment
session portion of tonight's project neeting, | just

want to go over a few ground rules on howthis is
going to work so we can get as nmany people's comments
as possible. First and forenost, please treat all
attendees and the Board staff with respect, respecting

t he opinions of others, including those whom you may

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Meeting September 13, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 36

not agree with. This coment session is to hear
proper comments fromyou. This is not a venue for
guestions and answers. And then the way that we're
goi ng get as nmany people to hear comments tonight is
we have a three-mnute comment tine limt. And ny
col | eague Farrah Peach [ph] is going to be here to
help me with this. There will be a tinmer up on the
screen for three mnutes, and we'll also give you a
yel l ow card warni ng when you have one nore mnute to
speak. Yes. She's right here in the front row.
Thank you, Farrah [ph].

So just one nore item before we get
started. We do have team nenbers that can provide
assi stance with Spanish translation. So if anyone in
t he audi ence needs assistance w th Spani sh
transl ations, when | call your nanme, please just |et
us know you need that, and we have two nenbers of the
teamsitting right over here that are happy to help
with that.

We' ve had over 20 people pre-register
before tonight to speak, and we have a significant
amount of people that signed up to speak as they
registered at the registration table. So we are going
to get this started. As a rem nder, all the comments,

whet her witten, provided orally tonight, transcri bed
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or electronically filed, all carry the sane weight in
the process. And we'll review this at the end of the
meeting on how you can provide additional coments.
Josh went through it in detail. So as you -- as |
call people's nanme up, we're calling people up in the
order that they pre-registered. Please just renenber
to state your nane clearly for the record. And we'l
go ahead and get started. First, I1'd like to ask if
there are any federal, state, or |local elected
officials that would like to speak that are not

regi stered -- pre-registered to speak. Anyone -- any
federal elected officials that would |ike to speak?
Okay. All right. Wll, we'll go ahead and junp in.
Let me just pull this up.

Okay. And the way that we'll do this
is, I'lIl call three nanmes together just so a couple
peopl e can get thensel ves prepared after the speaker
at the mc. Wen your nane is called, please feel
free to cone up to this mc, and you'll have three
m nutes to speak. So we're going to start with Carol
Eni se, Krysta Kathofer [ph], and Jody Mler [ph].

Okay. conme on up.

M5. ENISE: Hi. |[|'m Carol Enise. And
| am-- I'mreally inpressed with the staff. | just

want to hand it to the group that put this together -
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all the visuals and the -- it's just a very nice
set up.

| had planned to tal k about sone
specifics, but after hearing you speak I"'mjust -- |'m
hoping that you all will really hear us when we talk

about our concerns because | read the draft and | read

a lot of pages of the -- and it doesn't really -- it
doesn't really say what's going to happen to -- and
it's so scary that we're up against -- virtual
connectivity interruption -- and we're just a little

community. But there are a lot of little communities
that really -- and I know that CP has bribed
Counci | mrenbers. They have to -- ours had to accept

t he agreenent on August the 10th. Now, realizing that
the draft came out on August the 5th and supposedly
they had all the instruction. They understood what
they were signing. And then they had to sign it
before we had the opportunity to -- virtual

connectivity interruption --

It just really -- | can't inmagine that
a transportation -- virtual connectivity interruption
-- I mean | -- I'msure I'"'mnot the first person to

tell you that this has happened over and over again.
| nmean, we were afraid -- our Council was afraid that

we woul d not get the noney and they were told that if
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we didn't accept that noney, that we may not get any,
which is absolutely ridiculous. It's just -- it's
beyond anything I can imagine. |'ve done a |ot of
research, and it's just -- | begged this -- and --
understand -- virtual connectivity interruption -- is
great from1,000 mles away. |It's not right. W're
tal ki ng about a train comng into our downt own.
know | ' m about out of tinme. So -- virtual
connectivity interruption -- please, please listen to
us because we matter too. Okay? Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you, Carol.

-- virtual connectivity interruption --
Okay. Bill Guba -- Carl Birkestrand and Rache
Ki nker [ ph].

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Good eveni ng,
Chai rman Oberman, M. Prinmus, and fellow folks from --
t hank you for being in Davenport. Davenport has
i nvested hundreds of mllions of dollars to draw
people to our M ssissippi R ver front and make it the
nost spectacular in America. Every day, thousands of
peopl e congregate around the many recreational and
| eisure tinme activities and anenities Davenport's
uni que river front has to offer. They enjoy concerts
in -- fair park; watch major | eague -- mnor |eague

basebal | ganes in our stadium shop in our farner's
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mar ket ; and hundreds of people from around the world
deboard fromthe M ssissippi River excursion ships
that dock -- virtual connectivity interruption --

park. What do all these events have in comon?
People, and lots of them And people are part of the
environnent. The environnental report confirnms that
of all the cities along the proposed 2,000-mle train
route from Canada to Mexico, the npost severely

| npacted by this nerger is a short 13, 180-f oot
recreational corridor in Davenport from Mound Street
to Marquette Street. Because of the thousands of
people that frequent this area, this is the railroad
stretch that presents the nost severe threat to the

| ives of people should a train derail nment take place.
Davenport has a -- handful of freight trains that run
t hrough this recreational corridor. But to junp to 22
or nore trains per day, many carrying flanmable --
Canada wi Il present a clear and present danger to the
t housands of people who enjoyed our river front. \Wen
one of these trains derails while passing through this
area -- public events, thousands of people could be
killed. This is a disaster of nonunental proportions
just waiting to happen. And you have the power to
prevent it. Public safety nust be the primary

concern. To truly mtigate this threat, | am
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proposing a bit |ike placing a surgical stint through
this 13,000 square -- 13,000 foot section.

Coi ncidentally, River Drive runs right next to the
stretch, so a subway tunnel could be constructed under
this public roadway. Any sewer and utility concerns
could be dealt with. Visionaries like this man, El on
Musk, provide -- believes the tunnel under -- future

I n highly congested areas, such as Davenport's river

front. -- virtual connectivity interruption -- with
that site you will learn how building such -- his --
can be -- for car tunnels around 10 mllion per mle.

Wth federal, state, and |local private funding, a
tunnel could be built. The railroad has already
agreed to spent $8 mlIlion in Davenport on haphazard
fixes, which really will not effectively provide for
public safety. Therefore, should you unfortunately
approve this nerger, | urge you to direct Canadi an
Pacific to go back to the draw ng board, work out
for -- subway tunnel approach with the city of
Davenport. Thank you for listening and save our city
fromthis -- virtual connectivity interruption --
threat. Thank you.

MR. ANDRE: -- virtual connectivity
I nterruption --

| would like to take a brief pause and
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mention that Chairman Martin Cberman and Board Menber
Robert Prinus are here in the audience. So everyone
Is listening to your comments and will continue --
pl ease. Please state your nane, and it wll be
hel pful too if you could spell your nanme for the
record.

MR. BI RKESTRAND: My nane is Carl
Birkestrand, CG-A-R-L B-1-RK-E-S-T-R-A-N-D, and | |ive
i n Davenport, lowa. Okay.

Thank you for having this opportunity

to listen to concerned citizens because that's exactly

what | am | amsem -retired. | noved here eight
years ago from-- beautiful country Lake Tahoe --
VWhen | got here, | got reunited with

the M ssissippi; welconmed to lowa; and for the first
time in eight years old, comng to the M ssissippi

Ri ver and seeing -- in awe about the history of what
Davenport gives to our country. And | |earned by

nmovi ng here that this town is grow ng | eaps and
bounds. They have a great econony; have good
environment; clean water; and we have the M ssissippi,
which is our best and strongest resource. And | have
the fortune to walk ny dog every day between Lindsay
Park to Leech Park. And it's ny walk with nature. |

get to see the geese; see the eagles; get to see other
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peopl e enjoying the sane thing, the environment and
our natural wonders and our beautiful weather. W
have a -- that brings tours and all the different
communities along the river. And now we had a Vi king
Crui se, which is sonething we've been planning for so
many -- so long. And now we -- the rest of the world
can stand this beautiful jewel of a city. And as | --
| hear the -- cars. | can tolerate it. 1've gotten
used to it. And I've been there where -- waiting for

trains. Sonetines they stop. They're not always --

virtual connectivity interruption -- as you know,

whi ch causes nore difficulties. |[|'ve heard train
whistles -- fromwhere | live. And | live a mle away
-- virtual connectivity interruption -- every night.

| understand the concerns that people have living
along the river. 1've heard so many stories that they
just get used to it. But now that we're tripling,
guadrupling the ampunt of trains, it just blows be

away because of the accidents that have al ready

occurred. | think there's been five -- virtua
connectivity interruption -- in 2022 so far this year
concerni ng Canadian Pacific | believe. | see that --

to be mtigated very quickly and a | ot of people just
haven't realized the danger that can be had -- and --

virtual connectivity interruption -- anyway, one
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gallon as | understand of oil -- a mllion gallons of
water. Vhy take the risk? Wy take the chance? W
have a history here in Davenport that we -- if | had
it my way, we would have made it a national park -- so
| really want you to be considerate of the people that
live here day to day, that enjoy the many concerts
t hat we have here. The bicycling. The marathons;
fundrai sers that people have. They need access in
case of energencies -- so | would appreciate you
consider and if we can prevent this nerger, there may
be other ways that we can funnel the trains from
Canada if that's what they need to have. WMaybe al ong
the M ssouri route. Maybe along interstate 35. But
not through Davenport.

MS5. ANDRE: Thank you very much.
Rachel Kinker [ph]? Next up, we have Dave Bowmran
[ ph]. Andrew Kida and Dave WIIlis.

MR. BOAWWAN. My nane is Dave Bowman
[ph]. | live in Camanche, lowa. On Septenber 4th,
you coul d' ve asked any railroad spokesperson and they

woul d have probably told you how well they run their

trains on the tracks of -- virtual connectivity
Interruption -- train parcel of asphalt -- virtual
connectivity interruption -- pile the tracks there.
On Septenber 7th, -- train collided with --
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thankfully, it was a minor collision -- few days ago -
- virtual connectivity interruption -- lowa could not

get around to stop the trains. Should this nerger go

t hrough, stories like this will becone nore and nore
frequent. According to the Federal Railroad -- O fice
of Safety Awareness, there is one -- 1,000 train

derail ments ever year. Vast majority of these are
m nor or happen in switchyards that don't make the
news. O hers dunp asphalt -- otherwise -- the

rail roads expecting to drive its long trains carrying

2.7 mllion gallons of oil at 40 mles an hour or
faster -- right on the M ssissippi River -- virtual
connectivity interruption -- in ny best, sarcastic
tone, | say, what could possibly go wong? The

railroad is fine with us worrying about noi se and

I nconveni ence and these are reasons for concern. M
wife and | live two blocks fromthe tracks. W are
certainly worried about the noise. But the railroad
does not want us tal king about the Keystone Pipeline
on wheels that's trying to force down our throats. |
urge the Surface Transportation Board to seriously
consi der the environnental inpact before approving
this nmerger. Should you choose to approve this
merger, the railroad -- routes away from maj or

wat erways direct the railroad to building viaducts --
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af fected communities. |f they can spend $31 billion
on this nerger, they can afford to mtigate the inpact
on the environnment -- as a nenber of the Camanche City
Council, | was proud to vote to oppose this nerger. |
urge the nmenbers of the Surface Transportation Board
to do the same. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you. -- virtua
connectivity interruption --

MR. KIDA: M nane is Andrew Kida,
A-N-DR-E-WK-1-DDA. | amthe City Adm nistrator for
the City of Camanche, lowa, and | am a resident of the
City of Clinton in Clinton County, lowa. | speak to
you today not only as a representative of the City of
Camanche but also as a resident of the area. This
merger presents serious concerns to public safety,
public health, and the environnent. Camanche has
seven crossings on the CP line within one mle. Three
crossings of which currently have no arns that they
have no plans to fund. There are nore than 1800
househol ds in Camanche. Four-hundred and ni ne of
t hese househol ds are isolated on the easterly side of
the tracks. A blockage of these crossings, which
happens frequently already results in delays of
enmergency services and resident's travel, increasing

the volume will only increase the delays. In case of
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derail ment, the only means of egress for these 1200
citizens would be via the Mssissippi River. It is

| nperative that the STB require these issues in
Camanche be mtigated. The environnental inpact study
| i sts hazardous material transportation, grade
crossing delays, and water resources as |low risk or

m nor adverse inpacts. | amhere to say that where

t hese i ssues concern Camanche, they are major inpacts
high risk as it pertains to our citizens. The
potential environnental inpact to our city, our region
and our country is indeed understated. This is
primarily bought by two -- oil being transported al ong
the Mssissippi River. It is within a stone's throw
of the river and our community. The rail travels
along vital marshlands; the derailnment with oil cars

i n our marshlands will make the Exxon Val dez cl eanup

| ook like a walk in the park. This plan is the

Keyst one Pi peline on wheels. Environnentally, STB
shoul d be opposed. Qur community is a river town.

Qur marina -- public access boat ranps, which handle
hundreds of recreational vehicles and boaters per day
wi Il be negatively inpacted. The requests of Camanche
are reasonable. Qur requests should not require grant
funding from federal and state governnent, which is

what CP has -- has presented. The mtigation should
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be the sole responsibility of Canadian Pacific. It
shoul d not be The responsibility of the citizens of
Camanche or the U. S. taxpayers. Canadi an Pacific has
used matching federal dollars as an incentive for
Camanche to come to an agreenent. As a taxpayer and a
veteran, | am-- | find it disturbing that a foreign
conpany uses our tax dollars to buy our silence.

Their attorneys and representatives M. Cumm ngs [ ph]
and Ms. G ardano [ph] have been intimdating and

threatening. They say things like, "This is the best

offer you're going to get. |If you go nuclear, you
w |l get nothing, and you won't get noney fromthe
STB." That is a quote from M. G ardano herself. It
is -- if this is their behavior now, how many ot her

cities have they undercut using this tactic? How will
t hey be good nei ghbors? | urge the STB to reeval uate
the inmpact to our communities |ike Camanche and the
ecosystem of the M ssissippi River before approving
this merger. | urge the STB to visit Camanche before
finalizing any decision. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you.

Dave WIllis? Are you M. WIIlis? |
know, but are you speaking? Okay. | just wanted to
make sure.

MR. WLLIS: Dave WIllis, Canmanche,
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| owa. People in here opposed to this nerger, stand
up. I'mnervous as hell. Get up with ne.

Thank you for this opportunity to
speak. This nerger -- the two railroads. | am
requesting i nmedi ate rejection of the environnental
i npact statenent, which does not accurately identify
t he many environnental hazards. | personally do not
bel i eve any person in any capacity or office
personally site visited the many wetl ands, marshes,
creeks, and streanms -- or any other area that --
visited the many wetl| ands, marshes, creeks in our area
that | eaves the -- all of M ssissippi and Wazoo River.
Also, | believe there is gross underreporting of
stronger risks of |eaks of hazardous materials and gas
vapor releases to the -- nore cars and nore trains and
hi gher - -

This proposal is a single main |line
26,000 mles in length from Mexico through our United
States and in -- into Canada. | envision this
rail road woul d becone a maj or superhi ghway for the
trafficking of illegal drugs and possibly human
trafficking. Wat | have represented -- fentanyl,
meth -- has this issue been researched and/ or
I nvesti gated or even considered? | am confident the

sout hern cartels have resources to the full est extent
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possible. | don't see any safety precautions being
di scussed regarding -- train through inspecting and
verifying that no railcars, hangers -- etc., are
dripping we can live with -- or gas vapors. No
caboose. No crew nenbers at rear end of possibly a
mle long train to notice if there were | eaks. -- so
one of these mle |ong hazardous | aden trains can
travel many mles with no one knowing it's | eaking
some vital material.

So now we're going to get rid of 60,000
sems. The sem s are safer as the drivers can only
drive for a certain amunt of hours. \When they stop
for fuel, they check for leaks, all the tires,
lights -- trucks. They're also seen on the highways
by the public and DOT. Who nonitors the proposed mle
|l ong rolling hazard? | don't know. Thank you very
much for com ng. Ckay.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you very nuch.

Next -- Catherine Wi dman, Austin
Pruett, and Molly Newell. Catherine Weidman, Austin
Pruett, and Molly Newell.

MR. PRUETT: Good evening. M nane is
Austin Pruett, A-U-S-T-1-NP-R U-E-T-T. | am here on
behalf of the City of Camanche. | amthe mayor. As

of a town of approximtely 4600 people, we have 1200
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residents that are going to be inpacted by this
merger. There's 409 houses on that side of the
railroad tracks, with their only point of egress being
the Mssissippi. Sorry. W wll not be able to
provi de adequate energency services to our residents
and we have a very elder community. So this is a

| arge concern. We also have a public library down
there and that would be detrinmental to our children's

| earning in the future. W have a marina, and we have

recreational boat ranmps. These trains will be hauling
by two -- oil. | f and when there is a derailnent, it
wll affect the marshlands in our area. It will also

be right next to the Mssissippi River. And it'l
affect all the houses along the railway. The anount
of contam nation that woul d happen woul d cause a very
| arge-scal e problem The CP has been very qui et about
what these railcars will be containing. | don't think
t hey should be leaving all of the communities and
everybody else in the dark on what will be carried on
these railcars. The city of Camanche was offered
$200, 000 to close two crossings. Oher cities al ong
the way that have accepted the offer do not have to
close any. W only have a total of seven crossings in
our town that is a mle long. This nerger will affect

everyone along the railroad tracks from Canada all the
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way down to the -- | appreciate your tinme and thank
you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you.
MS5. NEWELL: Good evening. M nane is
Molly with a Y Newell, NNE-WE-L-L. | live here. |

work here. And | run two snmall businesses, both on

the river. Dr. Wayland and -- and associates, | think
you did a | ot of good work. But I -- | don't think
you scratched the surface on -- on what you're going

to do to our environnent and to our people. Tripping
up the rail -- the rail traffic through our m dwestern
downt owns t hrough our parks, parallel to our parks

| npacts everybody in the park and it foll ows our
general river M ssissippi, which is celebrated around
the world. The EIS fails to identify rel evant
receptors here. You' re |looking at, as you nentioned,
appropriately, the churches, the homes, nursing hones,
and hospitals. How about everybody in the park? How
about the people who work on the river; that ride
their bikes to work; that walk to work; exercise. A

| ot' s been nentioned about the marathons; the little
wat er taxi that we all |love. W have -- walk there,
get on the taxi or ride our bikes to get across the
river. That's how we recreate here. W try not to

drive everywhere we go. And the river is our
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t hroughfare. W can't get to -- cut off for an hour
and half -- tinme waiting to get across. What if the

train just sinply stops? Wat if walk where we're
going then all of the sudden, we can't cross the

tracks to get to our destination? Doesn't add up. As

far as what | do, | run a small environnental
engi neering conpany, and I wll say your work on the
new -- assessnent is, you know, to the letter; mybe

the m ni rum of what we have to do. But if you flip
that for us and you | ook at the -- studies that | do
and that we do in order to work with national --

nati onal |l y-funded, federally funded private public
partnershi ps -- people who invest in our

i nfrastructure or our mddle income or m xed incone
housi ng here and there, things to make our conmunity
better, you know as well as | do, you have -- you
can't go over 66 decibels without mtigating that.

VWho's going to pay for that? Sixty-six decibels is

your action level for mtigation under these -- need
the thresholds -- noney under -- private public
partnership -- funding you know how it's done. |If you

don't, we can help you learn that. But it's a big
deal here. As far as the environnent, -- talk noise
over 86 decibels is an action |evel for OSHA, and |

can tell you while you're in the park, you're going to
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have way over 86. The vibration -- buildings on the
river, | can tell you it vibrates. I"'m70 feet from
the tracks. It was built in 1876 and the nortar is

shaki ng out of the ancient |inmestone blocks. As far

as the ducks and the aninmals and everything else, it's

all cut off fromthe river and | will beg you to
pl ease revisit this DIS on every level. Thank you.
M5. ANDRE: -- virtual connectivity

I nterruption --

Next up is Mchelle Solis Russell,
Richard Clewell, and P.J. Sl obojan.

M5. SOLI'S RUSSELL: Hello. [I'm
M chelle Solis Russell, MI-CHE-L-L-E S-OL-1-S
R U S S-E-L-L. W've heard a lot of great facts in
our mdst tonight and many nore so | ast night -- |
wat ched that. And the roomwas full of elected
officials, police captains, fire captains, -- not one
person stood up when you asked for -- elected
officials, city officials, and the reason is, here in
our town, we don't agree with our city | eaders'’
deci sion to accept the CP noney. That's how --
virtual connectivity interruption -- many questions
because many of us have so many unanswered questions
and a few statenents.

Nunmber one, is it true that you cannot
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fight the railroad?

Two, who governs over railways |ike
Canadi an Pacific? |Is it the Surface Transportation
Board? 1|s the STB the sol e governing body? Wo
enforces rules over the railroads? Do they have any
rul es? Who hol ds them account abl e when they break
those rules? Can lowa charge a per train toll? Can
Davenport, to help mtigate the costs? |Is STB' s role
to sinmply reject or approve the nerger? O can you
stay it so we can |learn nore? Does STB have the
authority to require Canadian Pacific to pay
additional costs for mtigation? | ask this because
it was reported by municipal leaders in city after
city, town after town, village after village, that

negoti ations with Canadi an Pacific consisted of "this

is all you get; take it or leave it; STBwll award
you | ess; you have two days to -- and you cannot
di scuss this with anyone."” Does the STB believe this

Is fair practice? Does STB feel that this results in
a fair and true representation? Do you think our
cities really don't approve when they were railroaded
into that decision? Per the CP agreenents, which we
have seen, the cities have to check the box that ask
that they get public input. |In the case of Davenport,
they did, once on August 10th at a City Counci
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meeting. And unaninmously, within a mnute of closing
the public input, they voted unaninmously to take the
noney. People like ne were there and only at that too
| ate nmonent were we | earning about the nmerger. That
was only 34 days ago. Barely a nonth ago. M point
is, alot of the public, a |ot of the people, are only
recently aware and trying to get caught up. W're
trying to educate ourselves about the nerger and its
i npacts. And what we can do about it.

So question nunber three: will STB
consi der delaying its decision? And lastly, and
pl ease do not take offense by this, but is this public
I nput hearing truly a hearing that can nove the
needl e, like the people could and did against the
Keystone Pipeline or is this nerger, like the
Davenport vote to accept the CP's noney before getting

any public input, is it already a done deal ? Thank

you.
MS. ANDRE: Thank you.
Ri chard Cl ewel | ?
MR. CLEWELL: Good afternoon. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak tonight. |'ve got

two i ssues that | want to tal k about.
M5. ANDRE: Can you state your nane for

the record?
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MR. CLEWELL: Yeah. Rich Cewell.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you.

MR. CLEWELL: It's spelled
CL-E-WE-L-L.

The first issue I'd like to tal k about
is with global citizen nature and that's about safety.
-- Ofice of Environnental Analysis, OEA expects that
t he proposed acquisition would result in only m nor
adverse inpacts -- Section S31 of the DPIS [ ph] the
OCEA projects that the greatest increase in the nunber
of incidents that occur on the rail |ine between
Muscati ne and -- on that segnent, OEA projects that
t he nunber of incidents would increase from
approximately .11 incidents per year to approxinmately
.43 incidents per year -- proposed acquisition. Wile
CP has a positive record of reportable incidents, the
envi ronnental inpact statenment -- case that KCS has a
substantially higher incident rate than CP, which
cannot be really -- while it could be argued that
since rail transport is safer than truck transport,
that there will be fewer reportable incidents over
under the proposed action; however, given the
predom nate flotation of rail lines near sensitive
environnental ecosystens, the total nunber of

incidents is really -- addressed the severity -- |
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contend that although their total nunber of projected
I ncidents is small, it is still quadrupled, which is
not insignificant, given that the potential spillage
of toxic chemcals with a potential catastrophic
results.

The second issue that | -- tal ked about
Is -- virtual connectivity interruption -- in 1974,
EPA concluded that "An LDN | evel of 55 decibels is an
out door | evel conpatible with protection of public
health -- the level of 55 decibels is identified as
t he maxi mum | evel conpatible with adequate speech --
with respect to the conplaints and | ong-term
annoyance, this level is clearly a maxi mum sati sfying
a large majority of the population.”

Figure ML of the -- illustrates freight
train pass by sounds. Over three m nutes, sound
begins at a base |evel of 50 bp; junps to 90 bp as the
| oconptive passes and settles at 82 bp as the brake
cars pass and then droppi ng down to base | evels
returning -- as the inpact statenment notes, npst
receptors have beconme accustoned to those noise |evels
over tinme. The proposed action would not nake any
change in noise |evels. However, it does note that
the projected tripling of -- trains will have an

ef fect based on frequency.
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Tabl e ML-2 shows that Davenport
currently has 7 receptors within the 65 LDM rati o.
The total nunber of receptors with adverse noise
| npacts under the proposed acquisition -- since ny
house is 120 yards fromthe center of the railroad,
suspect that that | and ny neighbors -- the 59
additional receptors inpacted by the proposed
acquisition. OEA has concluded that the train noise
could result in adverse effects but that the potenti al
adverse inpacts would be negligible. | believe that
the nunbers in the DPIS indicate otherw se.

On a personal basis, the inpact wll
i ncrease rattling windows and inability to conmunicate
in a normal speaking voice -- consider quality of life
| ssues. Hard to attri bute -- however, the reduced
resal e value of nmy hone can be readily neasured.
These are not negligible inpacts -- nyself or ny
nei ghbors. Thanks for your time. | appreciate your
consi deration.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you - -

P.J. Sl obojan?

M5. SLOBQJAN: Hello. I'mP.J.
Sl oboj an, S-L-O-B-OJ-A-N l"ma resident of
Davenport. Were | live is a block fromthe railroad
tracks -- and we have a |lot of noise. W have a | ot
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of cars waiting to be able to cross the tracks. W
have potential hazards about to happen, and | just
cannot inmagine three tinmes that many trains going
t hrough. VWhen you live there, you kind of get used to
it. But three tines as many is going to make a huge
i npact on our downtown river front area.

My main concern is about safety.
The -- the way the downtown is set up, there's
railroad tracks and then there's places where we have
all the venues. The ballpark; a band show, al ong that
way is where the cruise boats are -- ships are
starting to cone through. And I have a huge worry
about energency vehicles being able to cross the
tracks in order to get to somebody who may have sone
ki nd of a medical enmergency. Sonme of these trains are
two mles long. And so you can i mgine how | ong
that's going to take for the trains to get through so
t hose energency vehicles can cross the tracks. And up
until this tinme, |1've not heard of a plan that would
have some kind of a bridge that would go over to nake
a difference there. Just |ast week, the day that the
Vi king cruise ship | anded and there were a | ot of
peopl e downt own wat chi ng, and one of the trains that
was goi ng through clipped a car. And luckily, nobody

was hurt. The car was injured mghtily. But it
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seened very ironic to nme that that was happening at
this time, just when we're talking about all this with
accidents and so forth.

And | -- | think that also with -- with
the CP is not taking responsibility for the safety of
what ' s happening. They're concerned with their
rail road tracks, but not necessarily -- or it's left
up to the cities to address how to get across the
tracks; how to mtigate this; howto mtigate that.
And | think that's very unfair. | hope you give
consideration to |l ooking at this again. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: -- virtual connectivity
i nterruption -- Mchelle Russell and Veronica Bal es.

MR. RITTER. Good evening. M nane is
Brian Ritter, B-RI-A-NRI-T-T-E-R | serve as the
executive director of a place called Nahant Marsh in
sout hwest Davenport. We're the |argest urban wetl and
on the upper Mssissippi River. W're hone to 1100
di fferent species of docunented plants and ani mal s,

i ncluding three federally endangered species; 27 state
| isted species; and a variety of other rare plants
that should be listed. On top of that, we serve
around 22, 000 people a year at our education center,

I ncl udi ng about 11,000 children that cone for field
trips, day canps, etc.
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Qur -- we have a variety of concerns.
Nunber one, the CP railyard is right in our backyard,
where our building is literally about 100 feet from
the railyard. The railroad itself crosses the marsh
at three different |ocations, the | ower part of the
marsh. And that entire -- in the 100-year fl ood pl an.
In 2019, alnobst the entire railyard was underwater.
That was the 75-year flood event. Flooding on the
upper M ssissippi River is getting worse than ever
before. On our stretch of the river, the | ast decade,
we had 355 days where the M ssissippi R ver was at
fl ood stage. That pales in conparison -- any other
decade pales in conparison. It's three tines the
number of fl ood days that we had in the 1990s. And |
am very concerned that this environnental inpact
statenent did not address the fact that the -- the
M ssi ssi ppi River that the trains go through the
M ssi ssippi River flood plain and the incredible
sensitive areas that the train travels through. Not
j ust Nahant Marsh. There's Princeton Marsh to the
north. There's the Upper M ssissippi River Wldlife
Refuge. There's Port Louisa that's nearby. So |
strongly urge you to consider reviewing and visiting
t hese incredibly sensitive treasures that we have in

the Quad city area before you nake your fina
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deci sion. Thank you for hearing us out tonight.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you.

-- virtual connectivity interruption --
and Veroni ca Bal es.

Are people in the back having trouble
hearing -- you can't hear their nanes. Ckay.
understood. Sorry.

M chel |l e Russell; Veronica Bal es.

Okay. Cone on.

MS. BALES: ' mshy, so this is hard
for me. M nane is Veronica Bales, B-A-L-E-S, and |
live in the town of Walcott. And what | canme -- |
t hought sonebody fromthe railroad would be here to
answer ny questions. So | made these questions out
directed towards them But what | want to know i s,
wi Il the conpany be using other tracks not owned by
their conpany, specifically, the tracks that run
t hrough the town of Walcott? These tracks, there's
two sets of them and they are literally in the center
of town. You would be cutting off two sides of the
town. |If they're going to be using these tracks. And
so | -- do you know if those tracks are involved in
this merger?

M5. ANDRE: This is a coment session

only.
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M5. BALES: Ckay. So the questions
that we are asking, will they be answered by an --
online or sonething?

M5. ANDRE: Yes. There's a response --

MS. BALES: Ckay.

The next question would be, are the
trains required by law to sl ow down when they go
through a town or a city? And if so, is that at al
times? O is that at only certain tines? M hone is
about 70 feet fromthe tracks in Walcott. It is ny
fence, about 10 feet, and there's the tracks. Since
the pandem c, the traffic along those rails has
al ready doubled. And sonetines, they are stacking
these cars three high, which |I've never seen them do
before, and |I've |lived there now 32 years.

| want to knowis there a weight limt
on the trains or can they put however much wei ght they
want ? Does your inpact study show the damage to
I nfrastructure near the tracks. You said it shows
there's limted damage. But what if you're right by
It? What does that do?

VWhat can you do to | ower the noise of
the train? Specifically, the overuse of the whistle?
There's about a three-block area where | live, and

they blow the whistle when they cone into town, which
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they should. But they blow it all along those three
bl ocks. When | hear the train comng, | quickly have
to go inside, shut ny doors, close the w ndows,

because it's so loud. And | am sonebody that |ikes to

be in their yard. | garden. | like to be out. This
is a-- if this nerger affects those tracks, not only
wll you affect ny specific |life, but the whole town
because, like | said, this is the center of the town.
And you will literally cut themoff for a | ong
peri ods.

How | ong --

M5. ANDRE: You have time for one nore
st at enment .

MS. BALES: The nore train traffic, the
greater the risk of derailnment, which is what you
said. WIIl there be an increase of inspections of the
tracks along the increased traffic the nerger wl|
bring to ensure that the nost public safety will be
hear d. In 1978, there was a train derailnment in

Wal cott. And that trail derail nent happened right to

the side of where ny hone is. | didn't live there
then. | was only a child. But it happened once, it
can happen again. | amasking you to find out if

t hese tracks are affected because there are several

little towns along these tracks leading into
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Davenport. So you're affecting communities all along
lowa, and it's -- it's not right to weck people's
lives just so they can make nobre noney because that's
what it's about. You need to |ook at the people --
virtual connectivity interruption --

M5. ANDRE: Okay. You need to be
respectful of everyone's tinme. Thank you, Veronica.

The next in line is Lee Shaffer, Kathy
W ne, and Kay Pence.

Lee Shaffer? OCkay. cone on up.

MR. SHAFFER: | appreciate the
opportunity to talk. M nane's Lee Shaffer,
SHAFFER I|I'mwith the United Steelwrkers Local
105. We represent about 1900 nmenmbers work out of --
and then north lowa. | have a fewissues I'd like to
bring out. First one's safety. So at our plant,
soneti mes we have sone mpjor injuries. And it's very
concerning that sone of these injuries may go
untreated tinely because energency vehicles can't get
across the train tracks waiting on the train.

|"d also like to say |I've heard a | ot
of people tal k about safety. Each tinme they talKk.
And quite honestly, it just feels like it's being
gl azed over, the safety aspect of it. W need to make

sure that we're doing things as safe as possible, and
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it just seens like it's not -- it isn't a concern.
Sonething else that will affect our nenbers is |ost
wages. I'mat -- hold up on the other side of the

track, waiting to go into work. They don't get paid
until they get to work. So that will be | ost because
of the traffic and pretty soon the trains.

Shi ppi ng concerns far -- the increased
train traffic the length of the trains and concern for
all of our shipments -- out fromthe plain. The
conpany doesn't make -- nobney the enployees aren't
maki ng any noney.

And | astly, the union has concerns with
the increased traffic that our nenbers will not be
able to neet famly obligations, such as picking up
their children fromactivities or from school ;
doctors' appointnents or whatever. W already see
plenty of train traffic. To increase that would be --
have a great, great inpact on our nenbers out there
and also for Arconic, but |I can't speak for Arconic.
|"mjust -- virtual connectivity interruption --

Thank you for your tine.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you - -

-- virtual connectivity interruption --

MS. W NE: |'m Kathy Wne, K-A-T-HY

W1 -N-E. |"mthe executive director of River Action
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a citizen's action group here in the Quad cities.
Thank you for comng to the quad cities. | |ove
trains. In fact, our organization is working and has
a canpaign to build one replica span of the first
railroad bridge that cane through the quad cities from
-- to Davenport in 1956. [It'll be built on the
original -- that we saved, and it's a great
transportation story.

But | wouldn't -- | could not not be
here tonight. | wanted to talk about the | think
devastation that kind of -- inpact that this is going
to have -- excuse nme -- not our river front and our
communities along the river if the -- if the merger
goes t hrough.

For decades, we've been tal king and
wor ki ng on fostering the vitality of the M ssissippi
River and its river front -- parts of -- its economc
i mpact; its natural resources; the industry; the
culture of the -- the area and the history of the
area. Qur sense of place is around the river. But
when | think of all the decades, we've spent putting

lively activities on and whether it's events on the

river or our art -- public art or education prograns
on our channel pad and along this river edge -- the
river -- walks. Wen I think of all those things and
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how every i npacted and the burden on the communities
are going to have trying to navigate once our parks
are divided in half with the train and we have | ess
access to the river. O course, the safety issues
have been brought up.

And | worry too about the burden on the
communities that will have to deal with enmergency
vehicles getting over to the river's edge. So | urge
you not to approve the merger. | think that the tinme
is now to take a step back and not approve. Thank
you.

MS. ANDRE: Kay Pence?

MS. PENCE:. Hi, -- Kay Pence, K-A-Y
P-E-N-C-E, and nmy son lives in Princeton, and he works
there. And |I'm concerned about the way if the train
conmes through Princeton, as we |look at this on page
158 of the noise -- the City of Princeton, you can see
Hi ghway 67 runs right next to the tracks. And when
they raised the tracks recently, it increased the
noi se level in the town. And then if you need to get
to the river front where the businesses are, you have
to cross, you know, Hi ghway 67 and the tracks. And a
train would block all three accesses to the river. So
If there was an energency on the river, and they --

first responders needed to get to the boat ranp, they
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woul d not be able to. And when you're |eaving the
boat ranmp, com ng down from-- into the main part of
town, when you're sitting below the tracks, you can't
see the highway because of the houses. So after the
train goes through, you get up to the road. |If you're
in a full-size pickup truck, you may not clear the
tracks. And if you're pulling a boat, you definitely
won't clear the tracks. So | think if the people are
waiting for traffic on Hi ghway 67 -- no stop |ights,
you know, so if sonebody's waiting to turn to get to

t hose busi nesses, they're going to be bl ocking H ghway
67 in addition to the concern trains. So | think you
need to -- when you're | ooking for mtigation, |ook at
t he whol e piece of the pie, you know, the energency
vehicles getting to the river and then back out.

M5. ANDRE: -- virtual connectivity
I nterruption --

And |'mgoing to call for just to ny --
we have gotten through all of our pre-registered
speakers that registered before the neeting. But if
you registered tonight, we're going to get -- start
wor king on those. | did want to just |et you know,
this neeting was advertised for 6 to 8 p.m But we're
just going to keep plugging away with the speakers.

But pl ease know we are not going to take a break. So
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if you need to run to the restroom or anything, feel
free to do so.

Okay. so I'mgoing to keep going. And
pl ease be patient with me on readi ng nanes. Soneti nes
| have an issue with sonme of the handwiting.

So the next three are Dave Full er, Max
Kauf f man, and Rebecca Howe. Are any of those still --

Yeah. Pl ease cone up.

MR. KAUFFMAN: Max Kauffman -- | |ive
in Miuscatine -- next city, nature -- down on the river
-- Davenport. Sonething -- | take as very inportant.

And that is this trains run right though the
breadbasket of the nation. So we're tal king about al
of the grain cars. The cars are called -- soybeans

t hroughout the nation. So we're talking about cars
that are hauling grain fromlllinois and lowa fromthe
centers of the state to the river, to the port cities.
And in the past, we've had trouble getting grain cars
to the ports. But now we're going to have to
timeshare with the cars on the rails. And the rail
conpanies set priorities to what trains have priority
over what other trains. |1'd hate to see our grain
sitting along the -- the elevators in piles rotting
because we couldn't get our grain into cars to the

port cities and unl oaded on the barges to go down
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river because we were second in priority to the
foreign conpanies all going down the river. You
follow? So sonething that you did not address that |
think is very inportant, and that is what happens to

our grain -- 'cause you never addressed that | don't
beli eve you thought about it. Thank you, sir, for
your tine.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you --

Okay.

M5. HONE: Hi, ny name i s Rebecca Howe.
And I"'mwith the Merrill Hotel in Miscatine, |owa.
Last name is HO WE. About five years ago, Miscati ne
made a plan, and we invested over $100 mllion in the
Muscatine river front and the downtown. Conpare that
to the 3 mllion that they got fromthe railroads. |
think there's a significant difference. W turned
that industrialized dowmmtown into a thriving work/play
and have fun community where everyone can come down
and enjoy the dowmtown. Wth the railroads com ng
t hrough, and -- increasing threefold, possibly nore,
we're going to re-industrialize the downtown and
people are not going to want to be spending tine
downt own. For exanple, one of our fundraisers right
now is we are attenpting to put in a state-of-the-art

anmphi theater on the -- on the river front,
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approximately 45 feet fromthe railroad tracks. That
probably won't happen if this goes through. M hotel
Is 80 feet off of the railroad tracks. And | am
consi dered one of the quietest hotels in the United
St ates because we spent a lot of tine doing sound
studies on the railroad. And I'll tell you what 65
deci bels that they're stating is not what we got from
-- our qualified sound studies using corporations. W
were -- ranges of 100 when the -- when the horns hit
and going down into the 90s as they were rolling

t hr ough.

So there's really two frequencies that
we need to renenber on these train tracks. You have
the -- you have the track train and then you have the
actual horn train. And the two frequencies that we
had to be closed down at once. They have to be --

t hey have to be done separately.

My hotel, for exanple, the w ndows that
we spent noney on takes out the sound for the train
track but not for the -- for the horns. 1In order to
do that, we invested $1.5 mllion into a quiet zone.
And that's two -- two quad tracks or two quad gates so
to speak that allowed you to do that.

In addition, we're -- the city is

| ooking to do a |l ot of renovations and a ot of -- to
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the south side, which is our |ower income community.
For exanple, we have a nerger project, which is an
apartnment building going up. |It's one phase. They're
going to decide if they're going to do nore phases.

That apartnment building isn't on the river. They

probably won't do anynore phases. W -- factory --
corporations purchase. |It's a historical building if
|"'mnot mstaken. 1t's right on the river track. [|I'm

not sure how you're going to be able to mtigate the
sounds and actually do business there.

| think -- | think, you know, from our
standpoint, we just want to say that we don't feel
that we got heard by our city council. It was rushed
t hrough. There was no community input. W would |ike
to see nore comunity input and understanding in this
project. Thank you.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you --

| s Dave Fuller here? The next one wl |
be Pearl Herdistrand [ph], Sherry Brayblur [ph], and
Frank Grage.

Okay. Co.

MS. BRAYBLUR: |'m Sherry Braybl ur

MS. ANDRE: Hi, Sherry.
MS. BRAYBLUR: Il live in downtown
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Davenport. | -- | amvery close to the railroad track
and directly across fromthe -- house. That's where

we have our farner's markets, activities, concerts.

As a -- as a senior woman, | can wal k many pl aces in
this city. | feel safe. | can walk to the library,

t he beautiful -- art nuseum -- restaurants, there --
there's nolimt to what | can do. | hear -- | amso
close to the tracks; | hear every train com ng
through. |I'm-- it may just be because |'ve been
studyi ng about this situation, but | hear a bit nore

clearly and it seenms |like there are nore of them So
just as a resident of the direct area where this is
proposed, | just want to say | think it's a really bad
i dea. We worked towards having great tourism (great
concerts, great entertainnent, and | think we need to
make this stop. And also, there are a | ot of
bui | di ngs being restored. Any incone that you have,
be it a -- or a mnimal, there is a place for you to
live down here. Not all cities can say that. |It's a
very affordable, very warm and wonderful area. Thank
you.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you.

Okay.

MR. GRAGE: Good evening. Frank G age,
G R-A-GE.Thank you for taking a few m nutes of tine
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or the time to listen tonight.
My wife and | live in LeClaire. The
rail 1s in our backyard. A few years ago, about five

years ago, we nmoved to LeClaire, and before that, we
were both born and raised in lived our lives in
Camanche. So we're famliar with the rail; |ived near
the rail our entire lives. W understand what we were
getting into when noving to LeClaire. But quite
sinply, citizens just don't want a tripling of rail
traffic, period.
Well, et nme talk about a few thoughts.
This merger woul d take the Canadian rail, which goes
fromthe Pacific to the Atlantic and the Kansas City
rail, which in Mexico goes fromthe Pacific to the
Atl antic and connect all of that traffic through our
lowa river communities. It's very sinple. It al
ends up there. From Chicago and all these other hubs.
Crude oil's been tal ked about. The
proposal to send all this crude oil along the river
agai n, through our comunities, our downtowns, our
river fronts, our backyards, our front yards, our
par ks, shopping districts. Think about it: why woul d
we want that risk? Please do not bring that risk to
our comunities. As well as, why would we want to

triple the risk of the current products, which many
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are chem cal products that go down the rail

So again, just not in favor of this
I ncreased risk. | will say this: If this nerger is --
t hen public wellbeing needs to be considered. You
need to manage safety and noise. Also, public
notifications of maintenance that happens in the
m ddl e of the night. Very inportant.

If it happens, how w !l citizens be
rei mbursed? Reinbursed if there's |oss of property
value. O negative inpact to quality of life.
Constant sleep interruptions and constant life
I nterrupti ons have a negative inpact to our well being.

| also think that instead of paynents
being nmade to comunities, perhaps it should be a |ist
of needed inprovenents with the railroad being
responsible to pay for those. Then citizens would not
worry if the noney would run out before the
i nprovenments were made to their conmmunities.

So again, not in favor of the increased
risk. |If this is going to happen, there nust be
control neasures. Control nmeasures of speed limts.
Control neasures of controlled crossings. These wll
all manage the safety and noi se issues. And
notification when there is a maintenance. There's

technol ogy available to be ensured that is -- so think
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again of all the rail traffic -- North Ameri

was your community. Your backyard. Your --

park. Wbuld you want that in your community? Thank

you.
MS. ANDRE: Thank you, Frank.
Okay. -- we have Terry Bush,
Nel son, and M chael Tayl or.
MR. BUSH. (Good evening. M
Terry Bush, B-U-S-H. | live in Davenport, |

aretired city enployee. | was a bus driver

city for 15 years before |I retired from-- during ny
time driving the bus, | noticed a safety issue

I nvol ving these trains. | used to get stopped on

Fifth and Marquette Streets by the -- in Fai
And you sit there and watch these rail cars
all this flammable liquids in it.

These huge rail cars -- got t

ammoni a cars. And you know what woul d happen to this

city if one of those cars derailed and bur st
turns to a gas. It would probably kill the
city. And all those trains on Fifth Street,

tal king -- they conme off the Arsenal Bridge

go down and follow Fifth Street. That's residential.

-- lady that was here before tal ked about |

downt own Davenport. A lot of those buildings down

Page 78
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t here been renovated and put in -- made into studio
apartnments -- there -- alot a lot of people live
downtown -- and those trains have been going right by
their -- where they live. ~-- there -- | think it's a

bi g safety issue.

| think that the speed limts are not
enforced in Davenport. The noise |levels are not
enforced in Davenport. You know, | can go -- | sit
there and watch these trains go by.

But anyway, | think that the quality of
life -- you know, Mayor Bloonfield [ph] was here
earlier. | see he left. They tal ked about all the
| nprovenents they nmade on the river front to nake the

river front nore accessi bl e.

Everybody -- for quality-of-life issues
and -- and now they're going to have three tinmes the
train traffic cutting that off for people. | know the
ot her night; | went down to a baseball ganme and | got

stopped by a train going down there. And | got
stopped by a train getting out of there. And |I'm
thinking, well, this is going to get three tinmes worse
t han t his.

So anyway, it's -- and the other thing
| want to tal k about is that in Canadian Pacific, the

railroad. To ne, they have not been good nei ghbors
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with the city of Davenport. W all renenber the fl ood
when they cane in and raised the tracks about four
feet. Now -- put all of them big rocks under there --
their people access because it was too high. And they
did that, and they had -- on Elm Street, they had a
railroad bridge -- deteriorated to the point where it

was condemmed. And they were nice enough to give it

to the city to repair. | think it cost us $3 mllion
in repairs. Canadian Pacific -- bridge.

And also, | want to tal k about the
first -- there's a big issue on the news right now

about Canadi an Pacific wants to run a mle and a half
train with one person. You get a mle and a half

train going cross country with one person on the

train. | nmean, just think about that. You know, if
sonet hi ng happens to that person, | don't know.
But anyway, that's -- that's all | got.

Thank you very nuch.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you, M. Bush.

-- virtual connectivity interruption --
M chael Tayl or.

Okay. Bruce Peterson, Mary Mapper
[ ph], and Di ane Franken are up next.

DR. PETERSON. Good evening. M nane

is Dr. Bruce Peterson, a resident of Port Byron,
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I1linois, directly across fromLeCl aire and Princeton,
| owa.

And nmy nessage is this increased
traffic inpacts us on the opposite side of the river,
on the east side of the river, just like it does the
residents here on the west side. Port Byron,
popul ation 1800. W're |osing population. Qur school
district is losing enrollnment. And we have spent
hundreds of thousands if not mllions federal and
| ocal noney trying to inprove our infrastructures and
devel op our downtown, which is on the water.

My honme is fromhere to you fromthe
M ssi ssi ppi River. And whatever happens in LeClaire
or Princeton, the noise, any of it, inpacts us on the
I11inois side. And nmy nessage is, consider that
there's nore than just |owa.

One part that | want to say is that
fromLeClaire to Princeton, lowa, there are nultiple
hones -- nice hones, big hones, expensive hones -- and
t hey each have a crossing over the railroad from
LeClaire, lowa to Princeton, the horn, the whistle is
al nrost continuous fromone to the other, and it's four
mles away. All of that cones to Illinois. Al of
it. W're only 2,100 feet away.

My suggestion, if you can -- if you
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have any inputs, is try to give these two conpanies to
nove their -- stay away fromthe netropolitan areas.
Stay from-- residential -- it's -- it only is noney.
And -- and why we -- we, the people, have to bear that
burden. Hear us -- it can be done, and this nerger
can go through. But -- but just nove it. Just nove
it west ten mles, twenty mles. Thank you.

M5 ANDRE: Thank you.

Marilyn Wal ker [ph]? Do you have
sonething to say? Thank you.

Di ane Franken?

MS. FRANKEN: lt's F-R-A-N-K-E-N.

The proposed nerger of the railroad --
t hat pass along our M ssissippi River has the makings
of an environnmental disaster. Just |ast year, upriver
from Davenport, in LeClaire there was a derail nent.
Luckily, this time, the contents were cleaned up and
did not affect -- the proposal approves al nost three
times as many trains. So the chances of an
envi ronnmental disaster to our river will rise
exponentially. -- flood -- Nahant Marsh, a beautiful
refuge for all kinds of wildlife could experience
I rreparabl e damage. Last week a car in Davenport was
sideswi ped by a train. The increase of trains could

del ay energency vehicles. Getting across the tracks
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to save lives and again, raise the probability of an
I ncrease in accidents between cars and peopl e.

Qur area is a winter nest place for our
Anmerican eagles. The increase sound would not only
sound -- for humans. It would nost |ikely disturb
t hese beautiful creatures and cause a disruption of
their -- nmy husband and | wal k between the train
tracks on the river and using earplugs when a train
passes.

The M ssissippi is a flyway for nmany
bi rds and ot her animls, guiding themon their path of

m gration. The increased sound pollution and possible

river pollution will undoubtedly negative al so affect
t hem

Trains run on diesel fuel. So they
undoubtedly -- negatively -- I'"'msorry. Trains run on
di esel fuel. So the effect of the nerger -- nore air

pol lution, affecting people and wildlife.
Many people cross the tracks to enjoy
many activities, such as nusic, festivals, the
hi ghest -ranki ng m nor-| eague park in the Mdwest. Air
and sound pollution would greatly deter -- treasures.
Davenport is planning a destination
pl ayground in an area -- side of the park. Famlies

wi Il not expose their children or thenselves to this
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air and sound pollution, no matter how wonderful these
amenities are.

Any increase in air, sound, or --
spills will -- a disaster waiting to happen. Pl ease
do not approve this nerger.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you - -

M chael Taylor? And next up wll be
M chael Hustedde and -- and Nicol e Dopl er--Rei man.

MR. TAYLOR: Hi, ny nane's M chae

Tayl or. | live in LeClaire, |owa. Moved there a
little over a year ago. | lived in Davenport for 40
years. | grew up in Galesburg, Illinois, just --
mles south of here. It's arailroad towm. |In fact,

| lived in between two railroad tracks. And
everything | heard tonight; | think we do need to take
a step back and have nore tine to |look at this.

I n Gal esburg, there's a |lot of
under passes and overpasses. |In fact, several years
ago, on the main street -- town, they built a major
underpass. We built a couple overpasses in order to
I ncrease the response tinme for energency vehicles. So
now, there in a position where 24 hours a day, they
can get the police, fire, -- anywhere that you can go
much faster. And they can -- they don't have to take

alternate routes and | ose tine.
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As | grew up there -- I'm 70 years ol d,
and as | grew up there, there's underpasses and
over passes down there that were probably built before
| was born. And so, it took a lot of tine to make all
the infrastructure. It took a lot of tinme to plan,
get funding, and all -- so | think that if this thing
goes t hrough, our governnent |eaders are going to have
to really get on -- fast and take a | ook at this.
It's going to be huge -- big -- because for those
conmmuniti es where you've got the railroad track and
the river; you've got business; you've got residences
I n between the river and the railroad tracks, and
sonet hi ng bad happens, you need to get to those people
or those structures now in order to take care of
busi ness. And that's going to be a huge problem
because people are going to die. That's the reality.
And -- our |eaders are going to be in a position where
they're -- they're going to have to start | ooking at
under passes and over passes and where are they going to
put then? How are they going to fund then? How that
fundi ng would occur, | don't know. | think it would
be very difficult. Maybe not. But -- if they'll go
j ust one under pass or overpass woul d probably cost
mllions of dollars, mllions. And but -- it'll take

a long tine to construct them because they'll have to
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adhere to very strict construction standards. So --
this is going to be a huge issue that will come up.
And | think our governnent |eaders deserve to have
sonme nore tinme to take a | ook at that before this

t hi ng goes through, hopefully. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you --

-- M chael Hust edde.

MR. HUSTEDDE: Yeah. (Good eveni ng.

M5. ANDRE: Go ahead.

MR. HUSTEDDE: M chael Hustedde, H U-S
as in Sam T-E-D D-E.

Thank you for coming this evening
and -- and spending sone extra time with us to all ow
everyone to speak. Initially, | wasn't going to say
anything this evening. That's why | added ny nane
onto -- and hearing Kathy Wne speak from-- action
our gentleman from Port Byron, sonme of ny thunder has
been taken away.

As | see the issue, we're dealing with
the railroads, who are striving for 21st century
solutions. And | happen to like them They want to
i ncrease traffic because it increases the shipping of
goods, potentially people if we ever have passenger
trains cone back. As -- as a efficient way of noving

these things. But we're dealing with a 19th century
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i nfrastructure.

When the trains were -- when the bridge
was put across the river, of course logically, the
tracks were put along the riverside. It was the
easi est place to put them But that's no |onger the
case. We no |longer need trains running -- as well. |
woul d encourage the STB to consider before approving
the nmerger, the re-creation of the re-establishnment of
rail lines that do not go through urban centers, snal
town centers, and -- this is a long-term sol ution, but
| think it's a 21st century solution rather than
dealing with this 19th century thinking. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you - -

Kevin O Toole [ph] or Nicole -- Nicole
Dopl er - - Rei man.

MS. DOPLER- REI MAN: N col e
Dopl er-Reiman. Dopler is spelled DO P-L-E-R Rei man
is spelled RE-I-MA-N. | want to thank you for
allowng extra tinme for |ocal communities to be able
to submt their ideas too. But | think it's inportant
to point out that a | ot of our small communities
across our cities right now -- their town hal
meetings tonight. So a |lot of people probably aren't
able to be there for those. So | would encourage

people to go and talk to your -- representatives --
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that's -- and hopefully, they'Il be able to voice
t hose --
And | think it's also inportant to find

out in just a couple hours that we've been here, we've

heard two trains pass in the -- whistles. You can
clearly hear -- even with all -- things that we
have -- virtual connectivity interruption --

Most small towns -- cities -- oh, wait,

| already said that part. Sorry. So | served for the

Village of Rapid City for about six years and | earned

| ots of things about the railroad. |ssues fighting in
part -- that as a lot of wear and tear that goes into
the river and -- just certain ways that -- and the

| and that the railroad owns that there's nothing that
we can do because the railroad owns that |and --

So alot of things |I think | would echo
that a | ot of other people are saying. But it just,
you know, the purpose that you -- says this too wll
build a nore efficient and conpetitive rail network
and | don't feel like -- again, to echo the people
that -- that purpose takes into consideration us, the

people. So, you know, living in Rapid City, | hear

that train go by -- city of Illinois right across the
-- three o'clock in the norning. And it does -- it
does -- it goes for mles. It echoes across the river
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like a big -- or sonmething and it -- so | don't think
t here's any deci bel count -- that can |like neasure ny
mental health and how nuch that's -- you know, heari ng

that nore often at three o' clock in the nornings.
There's also -- so | work for a nobile

community college and a | ot of us are trained to

encourage young people -- what a great place the Quad
cities is; what an amazing, you know, little
communities we have and -- it -- how are we going to

be able to draw people in when our honme val ues are
going to go down, which is definitely going to cone,
you know, fromall the things that we nentioned. And
you know, it's just going to affect everything. |If
we're not bringing students in, if we're not bringing
workers in, this is just going to turn into a dead
area. Like they said, there's -- there's other things
t hat can be done. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you - -

s Kevin O Toole [ph] here? Okay.
move on.

John Gardner, Madeline Kull, and
Giffith Pond [ph].

MR. GARDNER: "' m John Gardner,
GA-RDNER I'"ma fornmer publisher of the Quad

City Tines and for the last ten years of ny work life,
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| was the head of the Regi onal Econom c Devel opnent
Organi zation that served the Quad cities.

|'ve spent a long time -- trying to get
| nprovenents along the river front. And this project
obvi ously jeopardi zes those investnents very
significantly.

They -- you fol ks were charged with
| ooki ng at the environnental inpact all over the
entire run. We have the m sfortune of being in a
pl ace where we have npbst significant inpact. And it
woul d seemto nme that there should be just a matter of
fairness to have certain additional requirenments from
the RRR to address the issues inherent in -- inpact
nore significantly higher or the highest of anywhere
al ong the -- proposed.

You' ve heard fromthese communities
that the damages due to their short-term and
| ong-range planning and | just think it's a really,
really tragic to think of all the effort that has cone
on in to preserving the -- our river front and our
communities and seeing this -- serious -- lies by this
devel oper. Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you, John.

-- virtual connectivity interruption --

MS5. KULL: Hello. M nane is Mdeline
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Kull, K-U-L-L. I1'mhere as a resident of Davenport as
wel | as an enpl oyee of Nahant Marsh, which has
previously been brought up. Qur director, Brian

Ritter, spoke just recently.

My concerns -- a couple of concerns.
One, | notice that when | was speaki ng, sonme of your
menbers on all the conputers as well -- through the

wat er resources portion of the actual EI S

envi ronnental inpact statenment -- is that floodi ng was
not mentioned or mtigation for flooding. It was
previously nentioned -- 2019 had mpj or fl oodi ng where

downt own Davenport was being flooded as well as the
Canadi an --the Canadian Pacific -- Pacific Railway was
conpletely surrounded by water, where they did end up
having issues with an oil spill that did leak into
Nahant Marsh -- property. | think that is definitely
worth a | ook.

" m al so here as an advocate for the
residents of South Concord Street in Davenport.
There's -- just down the way fromthe Canadi an Pacific
rail road. One of the deals that was struck with this
-- the governing bodies of the city of Davenport was
that the Wapell o Avenue -- would be closed right there
by the Canadi an Pacific railyard, which would not only
cut -- cut Nahant Marsh in half but would -- the

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Meeting September 13, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 92

closing would heavily affect -- inpact those
resi dents.

Al ong South Concord, there are three
crossings that allow us to get to our hones. One is
River Drive, and the other is Utica R dge, and then --
MIl is -- Wapello Avenue. When it does flood, and it
floods quite often, the -- the South Concord -- River
Drive and -- Utica Ridge go under first. They go
under -- sonetinmes, they go under at 13 feet, which is
m nor flood stage. Wapello Avenue is the only access
that residents have to getting out -- the rest of the
city when those go under as well as it is the highest
point. Closing that could have major effects on those
who |ive there, you know, receiving energency service
or just creating the island. | accept there is
possi bly an overpass in the works sonewhere around
there. But there needs to be roomfor all of us
residents to actually park our cars that we can fl oat
on our boats or whatever to actually get to our hones
and our workplaces. Thank you very nuch.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you, Madel i ne.

Brookl yn Collins? And the next will be
Bill Haverson [ph]. Brooklyn or Bill?

MR. PATTERSON. Good evening. | noved

back to this area about ten years ago -- a little less
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than ten years ago when | retired fromthe Arny
Surface Deploynent and Distribution Conmand and as
chief financial officer of that, | was famliar wth
the railroad that we own and maintain. And | know
that other railroads can be useful as tracks. So when
you say we're going fromeight to twenty-two trains,
want to know if that includes other -- ones -- other
rail roads that m ght use these tracks as the first one
that's going to go all the way from Canada to Mexi co,
because | can see other railroads trying to use
them-- over 30 -- so that's one of the mgjor points
that | was worried about.

The honme that | bought overl ooks the
M ssi ssippi River. | bought it when | retired. And
" m nore than 400 feet of the railroad -- so | can
hear, as the guy from Port Byron said, he can hear our
tracks, | can hear theirs.

|"malso by a curve. So not only do |

hear the horn, | hear the squeal of all those rails as
they go along that corner. | can't sit on ny deck and
listen to that when they're comng. | have to go in
the house. | -- | have this beautiful deck that

overl ooks the river, and it's al nost usel ess because
of the noise. And what |I'mafraid of is we're going

to a train every 65 mnutes. Twenty-two trains works
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out to 65 m nutes between trains. So that neans | --

| don't know how |'m going to get any REM sl eep. You
know, you can't get three hours of sleep if you're
getting interrupted every hour with a train waking you
up. You know, you said there were 6,307 buildings
that are going to be affected by this. What is the
mtigation for those 6,307? You said it was m nor
overall? To nme that's mmj or because |'m one of the
6,307. So -- virtual connectivity interruption --

Oh, the -- you said the trains were
going to elimnate 64,000 trucks traveling. What is
the mles per accident on a train versus mles per
accident per truck? Is it -- we have to include --

i ncrease those accidents that we are expecting to
happen because of the extra train traffic. | guess
that's all | have.

MS. ANDRE: Thank you --

Next up is WII Panforin [ph], John
Hei nshel [ph], and M chael Ml oy.

MR. PANFORI N: H, I'mWII Panforin
[ph]. I'ma retired | oconotive engi neer.

| have a | ot of concerns about this and
' mjust going to make sone pondering thoughts because
there's been a |lot of -- already about sone good ideas

and concerns. Canadi an Paci fic does not have the
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structure to run nore trains. They don't have the
sightings. The sightings are --

More to ponder -- water conpany is |ess
than 50 feet away fromthe tracks between M ssissi ppi
Ri ver and the water conpany's tracks. Everybody was
sayi ng sonet hi ng about -- concern about the oil.

Yeah. Q1 is flammble. [It's explosive -- when the

gas gets on top of the car.

Good reference for that, we'll take
Crescent City, Illinois. Crescent City, Illinois, in
1975 had a propane car -- one propane car derail
caught on fire, and burnt the town down. |[In 1975.

It's on YouTube, if you ever look at it. Just look it

up.
That is flammble car. M concern --

Is -- virtual connectivity interruption -- al

right -- virtual connectivity interruption -- age car

-- ever derail in the -- entire downtown Davenport --

down -- and east -- and -- that's how volatile it is.

You're | ooking at five truck | oads per one rail car.
Okay?
Nunmber two, 60,000 trucks? Cone on.

My experience -- hear -- all the tine -- sonebody --
truck. It doesn't build -- because it's cheaper to
hall by a truck because the price of rail is so high.
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Pl us, you got the cost of transit and -- back because
the rail lines may -- virtual connectivity
I nterruption -- okay?
Downt own here all the rail lines in the

flood plains. As a |ot of them had al ready st at ed,

t hey have floods quite frequently. CP has bad
practices about running |oconotives and trains through
that flooded water. That is not an acceptable
practice on railroad because you have no idea what the
pace is on the tracks. All right? So here we are,

we' re shoving trains across here. W knows what's in
the train? They're running electric notors in the
trucks of these trains. So the water's getting into

the electric trucks by their pushing. And also,

creating a wake about two feet. You may have wonder ed
why the flood barrier -- here a couple years ago. |If
you | ook at the videos, see -- wake bei ng pushed back.
Al right? The vibration same way. | don't get how
people like -- well, here's part of your problemright
here. You got a two-foot wake. -- virtual
connectivity interruption -- decibels.

| ran blind -- Kansas City all the way

to M nneapolis and also to Chicago. Prior to the CP
buying it up. | haven't been on the line since. But

nmy experience is -- not able to take the increase
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amount of traffic because of short sightings or
passi ng sightings -- you have to go through |ike
Nahant yard down here. |It's a ten mle an hour
maxi mum speed |imt through Nahant Marsh. Al right?
-- 10,000-foot train at ten mle an hour, if they're
comng at ten mle an hour, it takes twenty m nutes.
That's ten -- that's ten nmnutes per one mle on ten
mle an hour train. So that's going to be 20 m nutes
per -- crossing. And they don't have to stop or sl ow
down or go anything less than ten mle an hour.

Der ai | ment can happen anyti ne,
anywhere -- for unforeseen reasons. Luckily, | have
never had a major derailment -- but it is very, very
scary, especially when you have flammabl e |iquids,
I nhal ation cars, or any other type of deal in close
crossing -- you're going to have people downtown at
t he ball park. They have festivals down there. They
can -- cross that for 20 m nutes, what are they going
to do? They're going to be clinbing through the cars
If the trains not going very fast. They're going to
be crawl i ng underneath the cars to get around them
So what's the -- cost?

M5. ANDRE: M. Panforin [ph], please
provide a final statenent.

MR. PANFORIN: Thank you.
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M5. ANDRE: Thank you --
Do we have John Heinshel [ph]? Don
Kenshel [ph]? O M chael Mel oy?

MR. MELOY: Good evening. Menbers of
the board, ny name is Mchael Meloy, ME-L-OY. I|I'ma
Quad city attorney and a resident of Bettendorf, |owa.

Now, you've heard from approximately 25 to 30 citizens
tonight. You' ve heard from public officials,

citizens, representatives of |abor organizations,

envi ronnental groups, river action groups, other
activists and no one; not one person has gotten up
tonight to speak in favor of this nmerger. Everyone
who had -- everyone who has tal ked to you has spoken
agai nst this nerger. You heard Bill d uba the former
Davenport mayor tal k about public safety as the
primary concern. You heard Andrew Ki da, Camanche city
adm ni strator detail to you why his city is opposing
this merger. You heard Mchelle Solis eloquently tel
you as a citizen the negative drawbacks to this
merger. You heard Brian Ritter of Nahant Marsh the

| ocal environnental activist group, speak strongly
agai nst the nmerger. You heard Lee Shaffer; United

St eel workers' Union speak against this. You heard
John Gardner, a local official and activist speak

against this. All those people spoke against the
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merger. No one has spoken in for -- in favor of this
merger. The fact is, there is little or no public
support for this nerger.

Now, critically, this proposed nerger
does not conply with nmultiple facets of the National
Environmental Policy Act. And | will detail that in
greater detail in my witten subm ssions and argunments
against this nerger to the board. This nmerger wll
create |life safety hazards, death, and destructi on.
There are many unanswered questions here. There's
strong opposition to this nmerger building every day in
Scott County. You have the Scott County Board of
Supervi sors speaki ng out against this nerger.

This merger is becom ng a
quality-of-life issue. Quality of |ife would be
detrinmentally inpacted by this nmerger. |'m here
toni ght to urge you, beg you to vote against this
merger and to listen to the citizens of Scott County,
the City of Davenport. Thank you for your tine.

MS5. ANDRE: Thank you M. Mel oy.

Okay. Anyone that registered to speak
that | may have overl ooked or m ssed? Ckay.

Well, | want to thank all of you for
hanging in there and --

Yes, sir?

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Meeting September 13, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 100
MR. CROKEN. Good evening. |'Ill be
qui ck about it. M nane is Ken Croken. | live in

Davenport, and | am a nenber of the Scott County Board
of Supervisors. And you've |learned a |ot about us
tonight. But one thing you may not know about us is,
we nmust | ook like the whitest town in Anerica to you
tonight. W're actually close to 15 to 20 percent of
this community is people of color. And in the -- in
the interest of economc justice, two or three of our
| owest census tracks, |owest inconme census track are
along this train line. They are not able to be here
to express their concern because of the conplications
that |ife has already hoisted upon them So | -- |
want you to al so understand that there are people
bei ng adversely inpacted by this who are unable to be
here and say so.

"1l also add that you probably do not
know t hat Davenport is also known as our bel oved river
city. You're going to take away our river. We wll
no | onger have access to our river. And in the
Interest of full and fair disclosure, | should also
add that | ama part owner of the |ocal baseball team
And | don't believe there's nuch of a future for that
baseball teamif no one can get into the park or |eave

the park or when they have a heart attack in the park,
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the current plan is we will send a boat from Rock
| sl and across the M ssissippi, transport them back to
Rock Island to take them to another -- another
hospital in Illinois. That's not a good plan. So |
too would urge you to back this train up quite a bit
and let's -- let's |look at sone of these nore adverse
effects that you're going to be visiting upon this
community and -- and | thank you for your
consi derati on.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you so nuch

Yeah. Go ahead.

Pl ease state your nane clearly for the

record.

MR. FREUDENBERG. My nane is Jerry
Freudenberg, F-R-E-U-D-E-N-B-E-R-G | live at 22715
Great River Road. |[If that neans anything to the fol ks

here, it's right on river, right on the railroad. W
purchased our home in 2004. The Dakota Railroad was
our partner. They had about three or four trains a
day. Then they, w thout any notice, the CP bought
them and trains have exploded. And now we're | ooking
at doing it again. One thing that 1'd just like to
add is that we are a group of Anmerican citizens being
bullied into decisions by a foreign conpany. And --

virtual connectivity interruption -- thank you.

Veritext Lega Solutions

800.743.DEPO (3376) calendar-carolinas@veritext.com www.veritext.com




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Meeting September 13, 2022

Rail Merger Meeting

Page 102

MS. ANDRE: Thank you.

Yes. Please, if you have not spoken.

MR. LUNDY: Good evening. M nane is
Curtis Lundy fromBettendorf, lowa. M famly cane to
this area in the 40s, and that's the 1840s, before
that first railroad was built. Anyway, so here we
are. Geat discussion. Pretty nmuch one way. But
we've got a railroad nerger and they, of course, want
to go straight down the river on established tracks.
And you' ve heard nunber one, it does present -- | hope
you' ve heard a greatly increased severe risk to safety
for many of the river corridor comunities. You've
al so heard that it jeopardi zes our econom c
devel opnent and has great environnental inpacts,
potential, and they will happen. So it's up to you.

You know, we've got these two things.
One, the railroad's got to cone down here. The -- the
area says, "Yeah, but not this way." So | leave it to
you guys to think up, nunber one, it would be great to
stop the train. But nunmber two, a mgjor significant
change. | saw early that you -- the commttee can or
can anend the plan as it is witten. But you need to
anend it for our area. | hope you're hearing that.
Thank you.

M5. ANDRE: Thank you so nuch.
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A couple rem nders before we officially
end the neeting. So | would urge you to please go to
the project website. There's a link on there for a
virtual nmeeting roomand all of the information that
you had in this roomtonight is there. The
i nteractive map that you saw tonight is there if
you're interested in digging a little deeper on your
own tinme into certain areas.

Al so, we are having an additional phone
| i ne public neeting on Monday, Septenber 19th. So
it'll be a very simlar format to this. There'll be a
formal presentation and then an opportunity for people
to provide their comments. So | would urge you to
share that with your neighbors that were not able to
attend tonight or if you're interested in hearing nore
commrents fromother communities, please feel free to
participate in that. The link to participate is also
on the public website.

Thank you for participating tonight.

We really | ook forward to hearing any additional
comments that you have up through Cctober 14th. And |
hope everyone has a great rest of their evening

toni ght and a great week. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: We are off the record at
9:02 p. m
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

|, BRETT TORRENCE, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedings were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of ny know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I amnot a relative or enployee of

any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or other I

outcone of this action. %M W
BRETT TORRENCE

Notary Public in and for the

State of M ssouri
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, CHRIS E. FLOYD, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

(

CHRI S E. FLOYD
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86:24 91.:20 wetlands 14:11 | workers 89:15 71:8 86:8 95: 7
93:9 96:18,22 17:17 31:7,7 working 68:3,16 101:11 102:18
102:7,18 49:9,11 70:22 year 7:1443:21
wayland 2:11 wheels 45:20 wor kplaces 45:7 57°14.15
19:23 20:3,9 47:18 92:20 61:23 62:6’8
52:7 whistle 64:23,25 | works 20:17 8215 84: 1’1
ways 33:10 81:21 69:14 92:16 years 42:13,16
34:15 44:11 whistles 6:4 93:25 6415 72:12’
88:13 43:13 88:5 world 40:143.6 76:3.478:11
wazoo 49:12 whitest 100:6 52:15 84:12.18 85:1

800.743.DEPO (3376)
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92:2593:1

96:16

yellow 36:9
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youtube 95:13
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