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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. BELNI AK: Hello. And welcone to
the public meeting for the Draft Environnental |npact
St atenment on the proposed acquisition of Kansas City
Sout hern by Canadi an Pacific. The Docket No. for this
proposed nerger is FD36500, and you can see that on
the screen here after this introduction.

My nane is Alan Belniak. | will review
sone neeting logistics. | amhere to help facilitate
the digital portion of this nmeeting. Follow ng that,
we' || have sone opening remarks, and then we'll follow
that up with a recorded slide presentation to overvi ew

sone of the neeting's materials. \When that concl udes,

Il will rem nd people of how the comment session worKks,
and then we will open it up for commentary fromthe
publ i c.

So to cover neeting |logistics. To hear
audio of this neeting in Spanish, or en Espanol,
toggle the interpretation button in the bottomtray
under "Zoom Controls." For Closed Captioning during
the presentation, you can toggle the "Live Transcript"
bottomtray in "Zoom Controls," also.

During the coment session at the end

of the presentation, we will first call upon
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partici pants who have pre-registered to comrent.

Following that if you did not pre-register but would

still like to comrent, please toggle the "Q&A" button
and type your nane; we'll add you to the end of the
cue for people -- for those who wi sh to speak.

You may al so toggle the "Raise Hand" if
you would like to speak. That sends a command to ne
that you would like to conme off your nuted state of
m cr ophone.

Each speaker will be given three
m nutes to offer a colmment. As a point of order, this
IS not a question-and-answer session; it is nore just
soliciting comentary fromthe public. You wll be
given three mnutes to speak to keep it fair for
everyone else who is joining with us this evening.

At the end of the list of registered
speakers, if there is tine to wap around and cone
back and give people additional tine to speak, we'l
do that, but we're going to limt people's first
speaki ng engagenent to three mnutes to ensure we've
given everyone a chance who wi shes to speak that
opportunity.

This nmeeting is being recorded for

archi val purposes, so if that's not sonething you're
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confortable with, please feel free to exit the
nmeet i ng.

Al so, because this neeting is being
interpreted and translated, | ask you to speak slowy
and clearly. Wen it is your turn to speak, please
state your nane clearly for the record and then begin
your comrents. If you' re speaking froma set of
prepared notes, we welcone that, but please just be
extra mndful to speak extra slowy, as when one tends
to read their notes, they tend to speak a bit faster.

So with that, | would Ii ke to hand it
over to tonight's host, M. Josh Wayland. Josh, the
floor is yours.

MR. WAYLAND: Thank you, Alan. And
hell o everyone, and thank you for joining us this
evening for this online public neeting for the Draft
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent for the proposed
acqui sition of Kansas City Southern Railway by
Canadi an Pacific Railway.

My nanme, as Alan said, is Josh Wayl and,
and | amthe Acting Deputy Director of the Surface
Transportation Board, O fice of Environnental
Analysis, or OEA. And |I'malso the Project Manager

for the Environnental |npact Statenment, or EIS, that
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OCEA is preparing for this proposed acquisition.

This is our seventh and final public
neeting that OEA is holding during the public comrent
period for the Draft EIS that OEA issued back on
August 5th. The other public neetings included two
addi ti onal online public neetings and four in-person
neetings in |ocations throughout the country where the
proposed acquisition would result in environnental
i npact s.

| see at this tinme that we have 43
people on the line tonight, including agency staff,
our contractors, and everyone fromthe public who has
called in or joined online.

| want to especially recognize Surface
Transportati on Board nenber Patrick Fuchs, who has
called in to observe this neeting. As | wll discuss
further in ny presentation in a few m nutes, The Board
menbers are the decision makers who will decide
whet her to authorize the proposed acqui sition.

I n making their final decision, The
Board nenbers will consider both the transportation
nmerits of the proposal and the potential environnental
| npact s.

This public neeting wll focus on the
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envi ronnental inpacts of the proposed acquisition. If
you are interested in providing coments on the
transportation inpacts of the proposed acquisition,
pl ease note that The Board will be holding a public
heari ng on Septenber 28th, 29th, and 30th at The
Board's headquarters in Washi ngton, D.C.

| also want to recognize Danielle
Gosselin, the Director of OEA; thank you for
attending. Thanks, also, to the staff fromVHB. VHB
is an environmental consulting firmthat is assisting
us in preparing the EI'S. WIlcone, as well, to any
representatives from ot her agencies and any Federal,
State, Tribal, or local elected officials who m ght
have joi ned us tonight, and thank you for attending.

Alan fromVHB wll review the process
for commenting a little bit later, but | just wanted
to briefly rem nd everyone that the main purpose of
this evening's neeting is to hear public comments, and
we do want to reserve as nuch tine as possible to hear
everyone's conments.

So we wll not be holding a question-
and- answer session today, and that is to help ensure
t hat everyone who wants to speak has the chance to do

SO.
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If you do have questions about the
proposed acqui sition or The Board's environnental
review process, | recommend that you visit The Board
sponsored Project website at www. cp-kcsmergerei s.com
That URL will be shared on the screen in a little bit.
Through that website you can find all of The Project-
related information, including descriptions of the
proposed acquisition, the Draft EI'S docunent, and an
i nteractive map showing how rail traffic would change
al ong the conmbined rail network, if the proposed
acquisition is authorized.

Before we nove into the formal conmment
portion of tonight's neeting, we are going to play a
presentation for you that will provide an overvi ew of
t he proposed acquisition and of The Board's
envi ronnmental review process. This presentation wll
be avail able on The Board's sponsored Project website
I n case you would like to watch it again |ater.

So with that, | would just like to
wel cone everyone once again. Thank you for your
participation in this process and ask Alan to pl ease
go ahead and start the presentation.

MR. BELNI AK:  Thank you, Josh. Pl ease

bear with me for one nonent.
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(Vi deo pl ayed.)

MR. BELNI AK: Okay. Welcone back.
Thank you. As Josh indicated at the end of the video,
we're now noving into the coment session, so | would
like to read off a few rem nders in case anyone had
joined | ate.

Just to let everyone know, we had about
13 people register to sign up to speak at this
session. As | nentioned earlier, we're going to start
with regi stered speakers first. Wat 1'll do is I'll
call out the first person who is listed -- has
regi stered to speak, excuse ne, as well as the next
two to prepare themto be on-deck and ready to speak
after the first person goes.

"1l roll through all of that in the
order that people have registered to speak, and if
you'd i ke to register to speak, also, please use the
"QRA" function. Note, even though the function is
called "Q&A," we're not actively soliciting questions
there; we're not actively going to be answering
questions. Please just enter your nane to | et us know
that you'd |like to be called upon to speak.

You can al so use the "Rai se Hand"

feature that's | ocated at the bottomtray of Zoom
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controls; it sends a command to us that you would Iike
to speak, as well.
A few other rem nders on the screen.
If you' d like to hear audio of this nmeeting in
Spani sh, en Espanol, please toggle the
“Interpretation” button. For "Cl osed Captioning,"
pl ease toggle the "Live Transcript” button as well.
The next section, as | just nentioned
about pre-registering first, people using their names
in the "Q&A" to |l et us know they would |ike to speak
next, and then the "Raise Hand" feature as well.

We indicated earlier that each person

w |l be given approximtely three m nutes to speak.
You'll see a timer in the upper, right-hand corner of
your screen. We'll begin the tine after you have the

opportunity to begin speaking.

As a rem nder, when you are given the
opportunity to speak, please speak slowy and clearly,
state your first and last nane. As | nentioned, we do
have secondary | anguage translation available in this
meeting, so it's inportant that we speak slowy and
clearly to let the translation and interpretation
catch up.

If you're using prepared remarks, we
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wel cone those as well. Just two rem nders, you're
al so given only three m nutes, and pl ease, speak extra
slowly and extra clearly if reading froma script.

At the end of our listed speakers, if
we still have available tinme left, we'll circle back
and give a fresh three mnutes to those peopl e who
have al ready spoken, because again, we do want to hear
your comrents. We just ask that you be respectful and
keep your first round to three mnutes to make sure
fol ks have an anple opportunity to speak this evening.

| mentioned earlier that this neeting
I's being recorded for archival purposes. So if you'd
like to exit, now would be a good tine to do so.

Ckay. Wth that, let ne just check
over nmy notes before we nove to the commentors. Ckay.
| think we've covered that. Al right. So let ne
find nmy list of prepared speakers -- |I'msorry, ny
list of registered speakers. And the first registered
speaker | see is Ann Ceiger, next |I'mlooking for
Krista Kefauver, and on deck woul d be Angelle
Br adf or d.

So, Ann CGeiger, if you are in the
audi ence, and you'd like to speak, I'mgoing to send a

command to you to undo your m crophone, and when you
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do, the floor is yours.

M5. GElI GER: Thank you. And thank you,
Dr. Wayl and, for holding the public hearings in
person, as opposed to Zoom | appreciate that.

| ' m speaking as the Secretary of the
| owa M ssissippi River Parkway Conm ssion, which is in
charge of the Great River Road in all ten states
bordering the M ssissippi River. You cannot talk
about the road wi thout tal king about the river.

The Conmm ssion, |owa Conm ssion, has
I nterpretive centers all along the Great River Road,
and |l owa has the nmost, 18. | nternational travelers,
as well as US Citizens, visit these annually. The
river is our responsibility and according to all the
reports in Canada, CP has burned up towns, killed
citizens, burned cropland, and totally disregarded
t heir enpl oyees.

As you have already heard in June, CP
Rai |l dunped five carl oads of coal into the M ssissippi
near Lansing, |owa where we have an interpretive
center. They tried to cover it up, but the nedia
found it.

You have al so heard of the fuel dunp

I nt o Nahant Marsh, an education center, where, again,
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they tried to cover it up. They did not notify the
owners, Scott Community Col |l ege, or the manager, and
trespassed by digging up the Marsh and putting

possi bly inappropriate soil into the Marsh. This is
al so one of our interpretive centers.

Because of the relationship between the
road and the river, there are famlies and busi nesses
within 50 to 150 feet of both. | personally live
bet ween the road, the rail, and the river. Wth the
river being about 60 feet in front of my door, and the
road and the rail about a football field away.

Rai sing the tracks has caused vi bration
to damage sone of ny house. The increased |evel of
the horns, 120 decibels, in clear violation of OSHA
and EPA standards, has becone a concern regardi ng ny
health and the health of our community.

I n addition, using your EIN report, an
average freight semtruck emts about 3 mllion grans
of CO2 per year. That equates to 3 netric tons of CO2
per year. The STB says the nerger wll take 60,000
trucks off the road, that equates to 180 netric tons
of CO2 saved per year. However, the train traffic
fromthe nerger will create 423,083 netro tons of CO2

per year. This far outwei ghs the saved CO2 em ssi ons
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fromtrucks, not to nention the |oss of US jobs.

These nunbers or not mtigatable,
negligi ble, mnor, and/or tenporary. These nunbers
will go on for years. This is for a conpany which is
shi ppi ng product which is not fromthe US, for the US,
or to the US, and is highly volatile and a danger to
our citizens. Thank you.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you, Ann, for that.
G ve nme one nonment to address a couple itens here.
Okay. So a few additional comments | was rem ss in
maki ng as we cane out of the video until now.  Again,
we had about 13 speakers; just com ng up on deck to
make sure we've got people prepped and ready to go,

" mlooking for Krista Kefauver and Angel |l e Bradford,
and then next woul d be Nathaniel Melby. So please be

on the | ookout or listen up for when | ask you to cone

of f nute.

Al so, as a rem nder -- another
rem nder, excuse ne, | have not stated it yet: There
IS an opportunity to register to speak -- pardon ne,
" m | ooking at two different windows here. |I'm

pasting a link into the chat to speak in person at an
upcom ng event. That |ink now has been pasted into

the chat. | will paste a few links into the chat
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continuously throughout the rest of the evening.

We do have one phone caller who joined
us part way through. For the phone caller, if you
woul d like to rai se your hand, because you don't have
the opportunity to use "Q8A," that's "*9" in your
t el ephone. And when we nove to a portion of | ooking
for "Raised Hands" to speak, "*9" would be what you
press to let us know that you would |ike to speak.

One nore rem nder is if you are
speaki ng from prepared remarks, please just be m ndful
to speak just a little nore slowy to give our
I nterpreters a chance to keep up.

So with that, thank you for indul ging
me for some additional remarKks. | " m now | ooki ng for,
as | nentioned a nonent ago, Krista Kefauver. | don't
see Krista Kefauver in the audience, but just nmaking
sure Krista isn't using a different nanme; Krista if
you're out there, please raise your hand.

" m | ooki ng next for Angelle Bradford.
And then al so I ooking for Nathaniel Melby, which I do
see in the audience. So would Krista and Angelle, if
you are there, and you would |like to speak, raise your
hand, but for now we will go to Nathaniel Ml by.

So, Nathaniel, you should now have the
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option to take yourself off of nute, and when you do,
pl ease i ntroduce yourself, and | will give you a fresh
t hree m nutes.

MR. MELBY: Thank you. | am Chief Nate
Mel by fromthe Town of Canpbell Fire Departnment. As a
First Responder from outside of La Crosse, W sconsin,
I"mcalling in to voice nmy concern regarding this
proposed merger.

It recently came to our attention that
there could be an increase in Antrak trains going
t hrough our service area should this nerger pass.
want to express ny serious concern. Specifically
regarding a lack of data with respect to train
I ncreases, if this nerger and subsequent Antrak deal s
woul d go t hrough.

Dozens of comunities throughout
W sconsin woul d experience an increase in train
traffic, but no proper notification or funding to
mtigate adverse effects. Wrse yet, there was no
mention about this or the potential dangers in the
Draft EIS. There is sinply no way to say there are no
potential risks other than noise when trains will, at
the very | east, double in these rail-side towns.

As a Fire Chief and First-Responder, |
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respectfully request that the STB acknow edge the true
danger of this nmerger and to work with First
Responders to ensure that safety is a priority,

i ncl udi ng gathering nore informati on to assess what is
best for all parties. Thank you.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you for that,

Nat haniel. G ve ne one nonment to find the next
speaker. One second. Ckay.

Next, |'m | ooking for Wnona LaDuke,
after that Justin Stofferahn, and then on deck would
be Trisha Rea. So | do see sonmeone named Wnona in
t he audience with no last nane; |'mgoing to for the
nmoment assune it is Wnona LaDuke.

So W nona you should now have a conmmand
to take yourself off of nmute. And if it's you, please
state your nane for the record, and I will give you a
fresh three m nutes.

M5. LADUKE: Hello. MW nane is Wnona
LaDuke. Hello, Aniin. Hello, ny relatives. | am
fromthe White Earth Reservation in Northern
M nnesota. |'m an Ani shinaabe, and |'m here to say
that |'m deeply concerned about the proposed train
mer ger .

Qur Reservation is in the renpte area
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of Northwestern M nnesota, and there are five villages
that the Sioux Line, which is what is a part of this
merger, goes through. And it goes through all of
those villages on the western portion of the
Reservation already with a significant anount of
dangerous rail material that travels through those

vi |l | ages.

We did have one explosion a few years
ago, and we see that, what we refer to as the "bonmb"
trains, which are the tar sands trains that cone out
of Canada, with great frequency. This proposal woul d,
from ny understanding, increase two or three tines the
amount of "bonmb" trains traveling through our
Reservati on.

We are not prepared for this. There is
no -- for instance, the trains already separate the
energency services fromthe community. There's no
under pass or overpass for people to access across the
train tracks, particularly, to the Village of
Mahnonmen, which has the hospital.

We're very concerned about further
concentration of the rails. W are supporters of the
rails in general. You know, | will say that I am but

what | would |like to see is, you know, nore rails that
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had | ess dangerous things on them and solutionary
rails, rails that are electric and not diesel trains,
but I know that that is not the purpose of this.

| just know that the nore concentration
that you have in these trains, the |l ess access and
power there is to protect our comunities. And we
have not had a | ot of good luck with the trains in our
communities thus far. Thank you for your tinme.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you, Wnona, for
t hose comments. G ve ne one nonent while | prepare
for the next speaker. All right the next three | have
on our list are Justin Stofferahn, Trisha Rea, and
Mari on G eene.

| do see Justin in the audi ence. So,
Justin Stofferahn, hopefully I said your |ast nane
correctly, when you are ready, you should now have the
command to unnute. Please just state your first and
| ast name for the record. And when you do, I'll give
you a fresh three m nutes.

MR. STOFFERAHN: Thank you. M nane is
Justin Stofferahn; I'mfrom M nnesota. And | have
concerns about the inpact this nmerger would have on
our state.

Whil e the Surface Transportation Board
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Is not the Federal Trade Commi ssion or the Departnent
of Justice, | urge you to you view this nmerger through
the | ens of corporate consolidation, as it has an

i npact on the potential environnmental inpacts of this
massi ve acqui sition.

Over the past several decades, we've
gone fromnearly 40 Class | railroads, to just seven.
And, obviously, this would reduce that nunber to six.
Mergers often begin nore nergers as small er conpanies
| ook to conpete against their |larger conpetitors. A
further concentration of this already concentrated
I ndustry is not the answer.

Much |i ke the consolidation of the
I ndustrial and retail sectors led to the devel opnent
of fragile Just-In-Time supply chains, Class |
rai |l roads have adopted precision schedul ed
rail roading, which is underm ned resiliency resulting
in less staff, less investnment, and significantly
| arger trains. All of this creates additional
envi ronnmental risks for M nnesotans.

Since 2010 Class | railroads have spent
$190 billion in stock buybacks, dividend paynments,
nore than they spent investing in upgrades to rail

infrastructure. This extrene search for efficiency
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has al so neant that Class | railroads shed nearly a
third of their workforce in recent years through | ay-
offs and attrition, which has led to |ong hours and
unr easonabl e work-place restrictions that created the
conditions for |ast week's potential strike.

Finally, consolidation has |ed to nuch
| onger trains; according to a study fromthe GAO a
coupl e years ago, as long as three mles in sonme
cases.

We as M nnesotans are being asked to
accept nore trains through our state, an
infrastructure that has been properly invested in,
with a workforce that has been stretched too thin.

Anot her merger will only exacerbate
t hese issues and create the conditions for sonething
dangerous and catastrophic to happen.

M nnesotans value fairness in the
mar ket pl ace and the protection of our natural spaces;
this merger would underm ne both of those val ues.
urge The Board to stand up for M nnesotans, stand up
for Americans, and reject this nerger. Thank you.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you, Justin, for
that. Gve ne a nonent to get ready. Okay. Looking

at our list we are onto speaker seven, which will be
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Tri sha Rea, next Marion Greene, and then next Cheryl
Barnds. So |ooking for Trisha Rea. |I'mlooking in
t he audi ence; | don't see anyone under that nane.
Trisha if you're there, please raise your hand and | et
us know that you are indeed Trisha Rea.
Next, |I'm | ooking for Marion G eene.
do see a Marion Greene in the audience, so in just a
noment Marion Greene, and after that is Cheryl Barnds.
So, Marion, if you would like to
take -- you now have a command, excuse nme, to take
yourself off nmute. And if you do, please announce
your first and |ast name for the record. And when you
start speaking, |'ll give you a fresh three m nutes.
M5. GREENE: Good evening. M nane is
Mari on Greene. Good evening, and thank you for the
opportunity to comment on this nerger. M nane is
Marion Geene, and |'mthe Chair of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of Hennepin County in M nnesota.
Approximately 1.3 mllion people live
I n our county including in the city of M nneapolis.
Canadi an Pacific owns 76 mles of track in our county;
the | argest share of any railroad, as well as two
| arge rail yards.

Canadi an Pacific has been an inportant
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member of our community and a good partner to Hennepin
County. However, this proposed nerger will exacerbate
probl ens our residents already experience from
Canadi an Pacific's activities. Specifically,

i ncreased traffic on our |local roadways, bl ocking
crossings, increasing environnmental threats to our

resi dents, and addi ng noise to an al ready congested

ur ban area.

We believe that the data that OEA used
to calculate the effects of the transaction in
Hennepin County are flawed. Most inportantly, the
DEI S does not adequately account for the significant
| ocal inpacts caused by increased truck traffic from
CP's internodal facility in Northeast M nneapolis.

The city streets immedi ately
surrounding this internodal facility include active
commercial corridors in racially diverse, densely
popul at ed nei ghborhoods full of pedestrians, cyclists,
shoppers, and drivers. Already these streets are
burdened by significant truck traffic in and out of
the yard, including |arge volunmes of ancillary vehicle
novenents.

The nmerger will cause a materi al

increase in this traffic blocking intersections,
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creating noise and pollution, and threatening the
health and safety of residents, pedestrians,

bi cyclists, and drivers in these already busy
corridors. These harnms nust be mtigated.

However, Hennepin County has identified
a total of 32 crossings along CP main lines in the
county that would be directly and materially inpacted
by nmerger-related traffic increases with potenti al
adverse inpacts on energency response ti mes.

The DEI S does not address any of these
crossings or the inpact |onger and nore frequent
trains will have on local comunities in the county.
The DEI'S nust address these concerns and include
appropriate mtigation neasures to protect our county.

Finally, the CP-KCS transaction wl|
I ncrease the vol une of hazardous materials' traffic
nmovi ng t hrough Hennepin County including densely
popul ated, urban areas. The likelihood of an incident
and the risk of a serious outcome can be reduced
t hrough a variety of comon-sense neasures, mtigation
measures that we request that these neasures al so be
i ncluded in the final EIS and the record of deci sion.

Thank you for your attention to these

| mportant concerns. Additional comments and details
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are forthcom ng from Hennepin County and will be sent
to your office in witing by Cctober 14, 2022. Thank
you.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you, Marion, for
t hose cooments. G ve ne one nonent. And nowis a
good rem nder for those people who have already
spoken, thank you for sharing your coments with us.

At the end of the listed registered
speakers and those who have used the "Q&A" to let us
know, and t hose who have "Rai sed their hand,"
essentially everyone who has been given their first
opportunity to speak, if you' d like to speak again, we
wll give you a fresh three mnutes. | just want to
|l et you all know that we're going to give everyone
their first opportunity to speak first.

One nore rem nder we do have one dial -

I n participant, so for that dial-in participant, if
you would like to "raise your hand, *9" is the command
t hat does that. Also please reference the chat.

There has been several pieces of information that were
put into there that were referenced earlier. Sonme of
you may find it easier to grab fromthe chat rather
than try to copy it down on the screen.

Okay. So with that | will |look to our
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| ist of speakers. Up next is Cheryl Barnds, on deck
Jim Case, behind that, Christopher Pacha.

So | do see Cheryl Barnds in the
audi ence. So, Cheryl, I'"mgoing to send a command to
you -- okay, Cheryl, you are using an ol der version of
Zoom so | just need to do sonething a little bit
different for a nmonent. So, Cheryl, I'mgoing to
tenmporarily pronote you to a panelist. That will give
you the opportunity to speak, and when you're done
speaking, you will return to an attendee.

So, bear with nme for just a nonent.
OCkay. Cheryl, you -- Cheryl, please unnute your
m crophone, and when you do, please state your nane,
and you'll have three m nutes.

M5. BARNDS: Thank you. | will try not
to abuse ny new found power as a panelist. W
appreciate you holding this coment section; it was
di sappoi nting that there was no coment, in-person
opportunities in a lot of the northern states that are
going to be affected by this.

| feel this nmerger needs to be rejected
because it primarily serves profit-driven nonopoly and
private stakeholders. It is not consistent with

public interest, and |I haven't heard any conpelling
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reason in the public interest to go ahead with the
mer ger .

A good plan like this would invest nore
in communities and Mother Earth; it would include
adequate infrastructure and support to increase access
and to reduce burden all along the line. Those would
be sone things in the public interest.

The climate section of the Draft EIS is
utterly inadequate. While it probably checks the
boxes drawn before we entered the current state of
climate energency, it does not begin to address what
I s both possible and necessary through a nmulti-
billion-dollar international merger. W could do nuch
nore, and we have to do nuch nore.

By design this line would carry nore
liquified petroleum gas nmoving from Al berta to Mexico.
It would carry nore of the bitunen and crude oil
currently nmoving from Al berta to the Gulf Coast. And
while the EI'S, you know, tal ks about this is puzzle
pi eces that are being noved around the country,
there's very little talk about the actual inpacts on
al ready burdened communiti es.

The Draft EI'S says this nerger woul d,

for exanple, potentially accelerate a shift away from
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transporting flammble crude oil toward transporting
non- hazardous drewbit, which is the bitumen w thout
the flammable diluent. That is an inportant thing to
nail down; are we going to have flammbl e crap being
transported through these small rural comrunities or
not .

Saying it's going to potentially
accelerate a shift is wiefully inadequate for the
people who |ive here. There are schools near hereg;
there are hospitals, there are retirenent centers.

Wth the recent conpletion of Line 5 up
in the north, the last thing we need, as Wnona said,
I's nore "bonb" trains or other fossil fuel threats to
our water, to the WId Rice people rely on, to the
| and up there.

The only public-interest reason | could
think of for such a dramatic nerger would be if it's
going to help us get out of the climte energency,
transform our systemw th sonething |ike solutionary
rail, which is to electrify our railways with
renewabl e energy and track nodernization. There is
not hi ng about electrification or this kind of upgrade
in the EIS.

It's -- it's 2022, we need to wake up
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and incorporate what has to be done at this point.
It's not okay to just continue business as usual and
check these boxes. This is a different world we're
in. We need to electrify the railways; we need to use
renewabl e, | ocal energy. W need to nobdernize the
tracks. We need to wake up and bring -- we can bring
safer, nore reliable, higher-speed freight and
passenger service, |like they have throughout Europe
and Asia. This will also cut pollution and em ssions
and revitalize communities. A working world-trade
system can be an inportant part of our renewable
energy econony. | guess |I'mout of tine.

MR. BELNI AK:  Yes.

M5. BARNDS: We can power these trains;
we can power trains with wind; we can unleash the
Great Plains wind. W can use rural co-ops --

MR. BELNI AK: Cheryl, we're happy to
give you three nore m nutes at the end once we get
t hrough the list of speakers, if you'd like to cone
back and share a few additional remarks.

M5. BARNDS: Ckay. Thank you. | think
| got ny point across. | appreciate it.

MR. BELNI AK: Okay. Sure. But | think

there will be tinme at the end. | just want to nake
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sure we give everyone a fair chance. So thank you for
that, and thanks for bearing with us as we navigate
the technol ogy. So bear with me for one nonent.

Thank you, everyone, and thank you,
Cheryl, once nore. Next three speakers | am | ooking
for are Jim Case, Christopher Pacha, and Eli zabeth
Foster. So | don't see Jim Case in the audi ence at
the noment -- pardon ne. Thank you. | do. Thank you
very nuch.

So, Jim give ne one nonent. There you
go. Jim vyou should now have the option to unnute
your mc, and when you do, please state your nane for
the record, and if you have any prepared renmarKks,
pl ease just be m ndful to speak slowy, as we do have
live interpretation.

MR. CASE: Good evening and thank you.
My nane is JimCase, and |'mthe Fire Chief for the
Wauwat osa Fire Departnment in Wsconsin; |'m near
M | waukee. Thank you for taking the tinme tonight to
hear our feedback.

As a group of fire chiefs from ny
community, I'mworried about this potential nerger and
what it may do to our response tines. |'mfurther

concerned that the Draft EI'S statenent does not
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mention anything nore serious than noise as a
potential, severe inpact to this merger.

We have a very active CP Line that runs
t hrough our busy downtown in an urban setting. This
Line has already resulted in nunmerous fatal, train-
rel ated accidents over the last few years, and |'m
very concerned that this merger will increase that
traffic, and unfortunately, probably increase the
nunmber of fatalities that we see.

We are also concerned that the increase
for potential -- for at-grade accidents and creating
additional barriers for energency response if a train
Is stalled at these crossings.

| urge the STB to conduct a further
revi ew of the nmerger and how subsequent deals with
Amtrak in the future could inpact the communities as
wel | .

Emer gency responders need to be assured
that we woul d be able to continue serving our
communities to the best of our abilities and
appreci ate your consideration. W conpletely
understand the inportance and the val ue of the
rail ways. W just ask you to take a closer | ook as

how it relates to energency responders and any i npact
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it may have on us. Thank you.

MR. BELNI AK: Okay. Thank you, Jim |
appreci ate those comments. All right. So next we are
| ooking for Christopher Pacha or Packa [ph], depending
on how you say it, and Elizabeth Foster, and Cheryl
Jackson.

So, Christopher Pacha, | don't see you
in the audience, but if you're there, please feel free
to raise your hand. G ve that one nonent. Ckay.

Next | ooking for Elizabeth Foster. | do see Elizabeth
F. in the audience.

So with that 1'"'mgoing to send a
command to Elizabeth's m crophone to unnute. There
you go. And pl ease state your nane for the record and
your three mnutes will start.

M5. FOSTER: Thank you. My nane is
El i zabeth Foster. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak this evening. | recently noved to Becker
County, M nnesota, and | can hear, and | can feel the
trains as they pass by ny new house.

According to tonight's presentati on,
this merger will mean up to 900 additional trains per
year goi ng through those tracks.

My area is characterized as an
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environnmental | ogistics area by the M nnesota
Pol I ution Control Agency. And | do oppose the
acqui sition nerger.

| oppose due to the potenti al
envi ronnental inpact, particularly, to an
environnental justice area, as it would nean nore real
traffic, as | nentioned; it could |lead to additi onal
noi se pollution and the real traffic carrying nore
crude oil and hazardous materials through an
envi ronnental justice area.

| do take issue with the current Draft
as it, again, disregards the plight of the people who
live in environnmental justice areas and in order to
benefit corporate profit. So please do take a | ook at
t hat and do not downplay or ignore the effect and the
I npact of this nmerger in environnmental justice areas
i n your Draft, and | ask that you reject the nerger.
Thank you for your tine.

MR. BELNI AK: Ckay. Thank you for
that, Elizabeth. G ve nme one nonent. All right.
Next, I'mlooking for the | ast registered speaker
see, which is Cheryl Jackson. Scanning the list, |
don't see Cheryl Jackson in the audience; | do see a

hand raised. GCkay. One nonent on the hand raised.
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So we are through our list of
regi stered speakers. As a remnder, if you would |ike
to speak you can also use the "Q&A" to share your nane
in there to |l et us know that you would |ike to speak.
Qur "QRA" is currently enpty. So now we will nove to
hands rai sed, so | do see one hand rai sed at the
nonent, and that |looks like it's Zoe M ddl et on.

So, Zoe or Zo [ph], you now have --

MS. M DDLETON: It's Zoe.

MR. BELNI AK: Okay. Great. You now
have three mnutes. The floor is yours.

M5. M DDLETON: All right. Good
evening. M nanme is Zoe Mddleton, and | am speaking
on behalf of Harris County Conm ssioner, Rodney Ellis,
who represents the 1 mllion residents in Harris
County Precinct One.

Many of those residents live in
envi ronmental justice comunities for whomthe
envi ronmental inpacts of this nerger will not be
negligible, mnor, or tenporary as the DEIS contends.

Last week our Conm ssioner's report
passed a resolution affirmng its comnmtnent to
seeki ng equitable and proportionable mtigation should

The Board approve this nerger.
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Before | get into the specifics of the
docunent, | want to touch on the environnental review
process so far. On three occasions our office
requested in witing a site visit or public hearing in
Harris County so the STB coul d understand the inpacts
of the proposed nerger on our 4.68 mllion residents,
but our office did not receive a formal response
agreeing to or declining our request.

Bl ack and Hi spanic residents of Harris
County have worn a unique and terrible burden of
pol l ution and contam nation from freight corporations.
So while we appreciate The Board noving the only
public hearing in Texas from Vidor, the sundown town,
to Beaunont, the 180-mle, round-trip on a school
ni ght was not accessible, and it cannot be consi dered
what the EPA calls fair treatnent or meani ngful
I nvol venment .

Moving on to the docunent itself. The
standards set forth by The Board that have forned the
anal ysis under the EI'S are inadequate, and they're
I nconsi stent with the Biden-Harris' Adm nistration's
commtnent to environnental justice. Those standards
are what dimnish our confidence in the rigor of the

Draft EIS as a whol e.
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Li ke many others, we disagree with the
conclusion that noise will be the primry
envi ronnmental inpact. And that conclusion is
especi al | y dangerous for environnmental justice
conmunities in our region.

As you' ve heard al ready in other
heari ngs, Canadi an Pacific has had four derail nents
this year alone. W are concerned about the potenti al
for a spill of tar-sands-related material. Q'
extracted fromtar sands is widely regarded to be the
nmost difficult oil to clean up. And the results of a
derailment in Harris County would not be negligible,
m nor, or tenporary.

Twenty-four percent of black kids in
Harris County live with asthma that i s caused or nade
worse by air pollution. And our region has fought to
| nprove air quality, but the fact of the matter is
that we are currently not in attainment for ozone, and
we are currently not in attainnment for PM2.5. Any
I ncrease in em ssions nust be considered cunul atively
and mtigation nust be mandated wherever possi bl e.

There are 897 at-grade crossings in
Harris County, and many of themare in poor condition.

Al ready daily comutes, essential public services,
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| i ke, waste renoval and energency response, are
conplicated sonetinmes for hours by stopped trains.

At one |location in our precinct,
children already clinb between stalled rail cars to
make their way from school and -- |'msorry, between
school and honme. And the nunber of trains at that
crossing would increase to 53 a day if this nmerger is
appr oved.

Qur office expects through the inpacts
of this proposed nerger on Harris County's
environnental justice communities fully accounted for
in the final EI'S, and we expect that any approval of
this merger will be contingent upon a mtigation
agreenent that addresses the substantial, cunulative,
and long-lasting potential inpacts that this nmerger
m ght have in a way that honors the health and safety
of mllions of residents. Thank you so nuch.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you for your
comments, Zoe. We certainly appreciate those. Just a
rem nder for those who have prepared remarks, please
just be mndful of the speed at which you speak so we
gi ve our Spanish transl ators adequate opportunity to
capture and translate live those remarks in real tine.

So thank you for that.
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Okay. | do see one nore hand rai sed.
We still do have one dial-in participant; once again,

"*9" is how you raise your hand fromthe tel ephone,
and how you rai se your hand inside Zoomis | ooking for
the "Rai se Hand" button in the bottomtray of Zoom
controls, which sonme of you already have done.

And the next person to do that is Chief
Hol i nka. So, Chief Holinka, |'mgoing to send a
conmand to your device to unnmute your |ine, and when
you do, you'll have three m nutes to share your
comment s, please.

MR. HOLI NKA: Good evening. M nane is
Tony Holinka; I'mthe Fire Chief for the Town of
Shel by Fire Departnent in Shel by, Wsconsin.

Qur departnent is conprised of 31
volunteer fire fighters, EMS personnel, and nyself.
Qur main station sits within near feet of a railroad
track. And at many tinmes we've had to cross those
tracks to respond to an energency. Half of our
jurisdiction requires us to cross railroad tracks,
and/ or adding an additional four mnutes to our
response.

And increase in train traffic that wll

come with this nmerger adds a serious risk to our
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response tine. |If we cannot get over those tracks,
val uable m nutes tick away when our conmunity nmenbers
are in need.

We all know that in an emergency
seconds can be the difference. W do not have m nutes
to spare. | urge the Surface Transportation Board to
properly study rural towns |ike mne with vol unteer
fire fighters and fire departnments that risk not being
abl e to access energenci es because of bl ocked
Crossi ngs.

We must ensure other routes are created
to avoid any horrible scenari o where we cannot access
soneone in their need of help.

Pl ease consi der these very real, very
serious concerns as you continue to reviewthe
I nplications of the CP-KCS nmerger. Thank you.

MR. BELNI AK:  Thank you, Chief Holi nka.
We appreciate those comments. All right. Bear with
me one noment, while | scan the |ist.

Al right. Wat | have here, according
to ny notes, is everyone who has registered to speak,
has been given at |east one -- and is present has been
given at | east one opportunity to do so. If you have

regi stered to speak, and you joined us |late, welcone;
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we | ook forward to hearing you speak.

If you would like to do so, please
rai se your hand. |'mgoing to quickly scan the I|i st
for one monment of names | don't think we heard from
Krista Kefauver, Angelle Bradford, let's see -- we've
heard from W nona, Nathaniel, and Justin. Trisha Rea.
We' ve heard from Marion Greene. W' ve heard from
Cheryl Barnds, Jim Case. Christopher Pacha. W' ve
heard from El i zabeth, and | think we are now | ooki ng
for Cheryl Jackson.

I f any one of you all have not yet
spoken and would li ke to, please raise your hand.
While we wait on that, if you are in the audi ence and
woul d like to speak, you can use the "Q&A" box to
share your name. Awesone. | do see sonething there,
t hank you, from Zoe.

And then now what | would like to do is
I f anybody would |like to speak for the first time to
rai se your hand, and we'll follow the sane process.

You can unnute your line. Wen | call on you, share

your nanme, and I will give you a fresh three m nutes.
We'll give it a nonent for that.
Ckay. Seeing no new hands, | would now

like to turn the fl oor back over to anyone that has
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al ready spoken before who would |like to speak again.
And we do have one such speaker at the nonment, and
that is Zoe M ddl et on.

So, Zoe, I'mgoing to send a command to
you, and just once again, if you do have prepared
remarks, if you could just, please, speak just a touch
nore slowmy to give everyone a chance.

So, with that, you should now have a
command to take yourself off nute.

MS. M DDLETON: Hi, again. | apologize
to the interpreters. |'ve been there.

MR. BELNI AK: It's okay.

M5. M DDLETON: The only additional
thing | wanted to add was that -- so the EIS -- or
DEI'S rather contains a section that.s on air quality
and climate change. And | think that, you know,
climte-change analysis is super inportant, but in
t hat cli mate-change section, there's not an anal ysis
on climte disasters.

And we have a really high nunber of
climate disasters in Harris County, as we're on the
forefront of the crisis experience with hurricanes and
fl oods and even, what we call, smaller rain events

that don't reach the threshold of a tropical storm
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but that still cause enornous flooding and delays in
our transportation system

So any way the final EIS could account
for those would be nmuch appreciated. That's all.

MR. BELNI AK: Thank you for that
addi tional comment. Certainly appreciate it. Okay.
Let nme reset the tinmer.

Okay. Once again, there is information
on the screen about how to stay engaged. Several of
those itens Josh nmentioned earlier. W've also shared
sonme of that sanme information inside the chat if it's
easier for you to copy down that way or click on the
link, if you're in front of a device that permts you
to do so.

Scanni ng out list of speakers once
nore, | don't see any nanes that have registered to
speak that are hanging out in the audi ence who have
not spoken. If you are, please raise your hand; we'l
give you that opportunity. And, once again, please
use the "Q®A" to let us know you'd |ike to speak or
rai se your hand.

Wth that, that brings us to 18 after
the hour. W are with you until the top of the hour.

So that gives us about 42 nore mnutes. W don't have
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any new i nformation to share with you. This is not a
Q%A session, as we nentioned earlier; it is a coment
session. There are ways to ask questions, as we
menti oned a nonment ago, on how to stay engaged.

So with that, I'"'mgoing to turn ny
m crophone back on nmute. We are going to sit
patiently and wait for you to share comments. But
every ten mnutes or so I'll conme back on and j ust
rem nd people of some options, but with that, we wll
sit back and wait for anyone who would like to share a
comment to please do so. So thank you very nuch. |
| ook forward to hearing from you.

Ckay. | do see a hand raised. Wth
that, this is Ann Geiger; Ann, you spoke previously,
so thanks very much for com ng back. You should now
have the ability to take yourself off nute, and | give
you a fresh three m nutes.

M5. GEI GER: Thank you. Good eveni ng,
Dr. Wayland. The thing that | am concerned about is
not only the M ssissippi R ver and the Geat River
Road, both of which would be seriously inpacted by a
train derail nent, which Canadi an Pacific has a history
of doing. A couple -- three years ago they derailed

in Le Claire; reasons are still not known; shut off
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t he downtown area along the river for quite awhile.

| live in a 100-year-old house. The
railroad raised the tracks two feet all along here. |
now have upper sashes on ny porch w ndows dropping
down.

| know in Le Claire, the busi nesses
conpl ai ned about the vibrations. It's not just the
noi se, which is devastating. And the idea of having
nore trains with 120 deci bels of horns, flying al ong
the tracks, is pretty upsetting. W're raising our
children here. W have our honmes here, and everyone
knows that noise is very detrinmental to human heal th.

In addition, the property values. Wo
Is going to want to sit next to a railroad track
that's running trains 24-7. In Muscati ne, the two-
and-a-half -- pardon ne, the two-hour-and-fifteen-
m nute delay at the busiest crossing in town wl|
I ncrease to five hours.

Qur lowa environnental comm ssioner 1S

so opposed to this. 1've talked to himmany tines.
And this is not just about noise. [It's about hearing;
it's about snelling. [It's about -- actually, if you

talk to anyone who lives along the river, it's

like -- it's not if it's going to derail, but when;
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and that's the bottom i ne.

And through the center of Iowa the
nei ghbor hoods that are nost affected are underserved.
So they will get the benefit of all the noise and all
the racket. And people will not want to live al ong
the river anynore, which is one of our great
envi ronnental projects; | guess you could call it
al nost a project, because we keep continuing to try to
keep it good and cl ean and sonepl ace that peopl e want

to |ive and comut e.

So that's all | had. | have COVID, so
|'ve got COVID brain, so | do apologize. I'ma little
nuts, but | did want to say, again, please don't

forget those of us who Iive here. W're the ones who
are going to suffer. Not the cities where it runs
t hrough a commercial district, they don't care. But
t hose of use who live here, and have |ived here in ny
case for 45 years, it matters trenendously. This is
where we've chosen to |ive. Thank you.

MR. BELNI AK: Okay. Thank you, Ann.
Best wi shes on a speedy recovery.

M5. GElI GER:  Thanks.

MR. BELNI AK: Okay. So with that,

scanning our list, |I don't see any new hands rai sed.
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Same information as before, if you'd |like to speak,
pl ease rai se your hand. No new information for the
bal ance of the tine we have together for the next 37-
Oor-so m nutes.

So I'"'mgoing to go on nmute; | wll keep
an eye on our |ist about every ten nminutes or so.
"1l just remnd us all, in case there was naybe a

| ate j oiner, about the ways to interact with us. And

as we approach the top of the hour, I'lIl do one final
call. And about a m nute before we are at the top of
t he hour, Josh will close us out.

Wth that, |'lI|l be back in a few
m nut es.

Good evening. Alan here once again.
No new hands raised or people who are indicating they
would like to speak. As prom sed, com ng at you about
ten mnutes fromthe last tine | spoke, just a gentle,
friendly rem nder, if you would |like to speak, please
do raise your hand. W will call on you. There is
currently no one in cue, so we would |ove to hear any
comments you have.

Also there is information on the screen
on how to stay engaged if you want to share a comment

or ask a question. That information is also avail able
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in the chat, and I will paste it once nobre, in case
anyone has joined |ate. Not everyone can see the
previ ous chat nessages if you join |ate.

Al so worth noting is any conmment
recei ved, whether it's verbal, whether it's e-mil,

t el ephone or through The Project website, they're all
treated equally. No comrent format is weighted any
differently than any other format. So pl ease share
themin whichever fashion best suits you. So you can
do that whenever you are able.

So with that 1'"'mgoing to nake sure to
conme back at you in about ten mnutes. And, once
again, if you would |Iike to speak, please do raise
your hand. Thank you.

Good evening. Alan here once again.
No new hands rai sed. W are about 44 after, and
I nstead of com ng back at you in ten mnutes, |'I|
conme back in about 14 or 15 or so, which wll put us
about two m nutes out, two or three m nutes out, for
one |l ast call for speakers.

| want to nmake sure we give everyone
anpl e opportunity to comment. |If there are none at
that time, we'll then stop the coment period for this

nmeeting and hand it back over to M. Josh Wayland to
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cl ose us out for the night.

So, again, it's 45 after. W'Ill cone
back at about 56, 57 after, sonmething al ong those
lines. And so if you'd |like to speak between now and
t hen, please raise your hand. Thank you.

We do have a hand raised, so let ne
make sure our tiner is all set. GOkay. And the hand
is fromM ke LaRoque. M ke, hopefully I'm saying your
| ast nanme correctly, but you're going to get a chance
to take yourself off nute and correct ne if | said it
wong. So with that, please take yourself off nute,
state your nanme for the record, and you have three
m nut es.

MR. LAROQUE: Bon Jour. Can you hear
me?

MR. BELNI AK:  Yes. We can.

MR. LAROQUE: Bon Jour. M ke LaRoque.
|"mthe Secretary of Treasurer for the Wiite Earth
Nation. | guess | would like to speak about this
merger with Canadi an Pacific and the Kansas rail road.

Qur White Earth Nation is against this
mer ger because the train tracks run right through our
Reservation. And they run through sonme crucial towns

that have -- they have east-and-west property on each
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side of the railroad tracks.

And one of the things about it is when
it runs through our city of Mahnonen, once one of our
| argest cities on the Reservation, we have a | arge
Native community that's to the west of Mahnonen; we
have a | arge community on the east side, and the

tracks run directly through. And what's happening is

we -- if it increases the train tracks, if it
i ncreases, what will happen is public safety and EMS
and everybody else, it will be very detrinental to

themtrying to get to the energency room trying to
service one side of the tracks, and stuff |ike that.
And that's one of the reason why.

The ot her reasons why is the crude oi
that's going to be running through the trains through
the Reservation also. And with the increased traffic,
of, 1've heard, 300 percent of railroad goi ng down our
tracks, 300 percent higher is going to -- you know,
the railroad in ny opinion doesn't have a very good
track record for derail ments.

In the city of Mahnomen and the city of
Waubun, there's been derail nents, and there's been a
really large derailnment in Callaway, city of Call away,

which sits within the borders of our Nation, and stuff
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| i ke that.

So | just don't think it's very -- it's
very good for this to happen, this nmerger. So that's
about it; that's -- that's about it in a nutshell.
It's the EMS services, |aw enforcenent services,
public safety services, that's going to be hindered
when these trains are com ng through, especially if
t hey come through and they stop, or if it's a |long
train that causes that kind of thing |ike that.

So that's the two things and the three
things that | guess | would like to nention in ny
comments, as far as the White Earth Nati on
bei ng agai nst the nerger that's going on. So | thank
you for listening to me today, and | thank you for
giving ne this opportunity to speak at this event.

M i gwech.

MR. BELNI AK: COkay. Just |like M ke had
the opportunity to speak and share comments, we give
everyone el se here that sane opportunity. So we're
about ten m nutes out, ten mnutes of the hour. [|'I|
conme back in about seven-or-so mnutes, if there are
no ot her people at the nonent who want to speak, but
I f there are, please raise your hand and | et us know.

Thank you.
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Okay, everyone. This is Alan once
again. We are approaching the top of the hour. It is
58 after according to the clock | have on ny conputer.
Looking once nore | don't see any new hands raised or
anything of that nature. | do want to rem nd people
there are several ways to stay engaged. You can see
those itens on the screen including a few websites to
visit, The Project website, The Board website, and the
online neeting room which is how nost of you found
this meeting. As nentioned earlier, that roomwl|
remai n open for sone tine.

You can also join The Project e-mail
list; you can reach us by e-mail or by tel ephone. And
right now |'mgoing to drop that link into the chat
once nore for anyone who nay have joined | ate and
there's also a link to the newest press release on the
STB site.

So with that, with not seeing any new
speakers, |I'd like to hand the neeting back over to
M. Josh WAyl and to close us out and share any next
steps. So with that, Josh.

MR. WAYLAND: Thank you, Alan. And
t hanks to everyone, again, for attending tonight's

meet i ng.
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Public involvenent is critical to the
envi ronnent review process, and we really appreciate
your participation tonight.

As | nmentioned at the begi nning of the
neeting, this was our seventh and final public neeting
on the Draft EI'S, however, there is still plenty of
time remaining to provide coments on the Draft EI'S
and many ways in which you can do so.

The commrent period for the Draft EIS
will end on Cctober 14th. So any time before then we
encourage you to provide comments through The
Project's website or The Board's website. You can
al so provide coments by mail. The address for
providing comments by mail is on The Project's website
and also in the Draft EIS. W would just ask that any
mai | coments be postmarked by the deadline of October
14t h.

As Alan nentioned a little while ago,
witten comments, whether submtted electronically or
by mail, are treated exactly the sane as oral comments
at a public neeting, and we will respond to each and
every comment that we receive in the final EIS.

So, once again, thank you for your

comments. | hope everyone has a great rest of your
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evening and a wonderful rest of the week. This
nmeeting is now adj our ned.

MR. BELNI AK: Great. Thank you, Josh.
Have a good eveni ng, everyone.

(Wher eupon, the neeting concluded at

7:50 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, MAUREEN FOODY, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedings were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of ny know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this action. &6~fﬂ§;i?%/

MAUREEN FOODY

Notary Public in and for the

State of Illinois
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, MCHELLE GROSSMANN, do hereby certify
that this transcript was prepared fromthe digital
audi o recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to,
nor enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwi se interested in the outcome of this action.

WMokl

M CHELLE GROSSMANN
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Illinois Code of Civil Procedure
Article II, Part E

Rule 207, Signing and Filing Depositions

Signing and Filing Depositions

(a) Submission to Deponent; Changes; Signing.
Unless signature is waived by the deponent, the
officer shall instruct the deponent that if the
testimony 1s transcribed the deponent will be
afforded an opportunity to examine the deposition
at the office of the officer or reporter, or
elsewhere, by reasonable arrangement at the
deponent's expense, and that corrections based on
errors 1in reporting or transcription which the
deponent desires to make will be entered upon the
deposition with a statement by the deponent that
the reporter erred in reporting or transcribing the
answer or answers involved. The deponent may not
otherwise change either the form or substance of
his or her answers. The deponent shall provide the
officer with an electronic or physical address to
which notice is to be sent when the transcript is
available for examination and signing. When the
deposition is fully transcribed, the officer shall

deliver to the deponent, at the address supplied,




notice that it is available and may be examined at
a stated place at stated times, or pursuant to
arrangement. After the deponent has examined the
deposition, the officer shall enter upon it any
changes the deponent desires to make, with the
reasons the deponent gives for making them. If

the deponent does not appear at the place specified
in the notice within 28 days after the mailing of
the notice, or within the same 28 days make other
arrangements for examination of the deposition, or
after examining the deposition refuses to sign it,
or after it has been made available to the deponent
by arrangement it remains unsigned for 28 days, the
officer's certificate shall state the reason for
the omission of the signature, including any reason
given by the deponent for a refusal to sign. The
deposition may then be used as fully as though
signed, unless on a motion to suppress under Rule
211 (d) the court holds that the reasons given by
the deponent for a refusal to sign require

rejection of the deposition in whole or in part.

(b) Certification, Filing, and Notice of Filing.

(1) If the testimony is transcribed, the officer




shall certify within the deposition transcript that
the deponent was duly sworn by the officer and that
the deposition is a true record of the testimony
given by the deponent. A deposition so certified
requires no further proof of authenticity

(2) Deposition transcripts shall not be filed with
the clerk of the court as a matter of course. The
party filing a deposition shall promptly serve
notice thereof on the other parties and shall

file the transcript and any exhibits in the

form and manner specified by local rule.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.
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