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List of Preparers 

Q.1  Surface Transportation Board, Office of Environmental 

Analysis 
 

Danielle Gosselin Director 

David Navecky Acting Deputy Director (Retired) 

Joshua Wayland, PhD Project Manager / Acting Deputy Director 

Victoria Rutson 

Alan Tabachnick 

Attorney Advisor 

Historic Preservation Specialist 

 

Q.2 Contractors 
VHB supported the Surface Transportation Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis in the 

performance of its environmental analyses and preparation of this Environmental Impact Statement. 

 
Name, Project Function Qualifications 

VHB Project Management 

Alan Summerville,  

Project Manager 

M.A. City Planning, B.A. Economics and Political Science; 30 

years of experience participating in and managing the 

preparation of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

reviews, including 25 years on STB projects. 

Dan Belin, AICP, Deputy Project 

Manager (Final EIS), Energy, 

Cumulative Impacts 

M.S. Forestry, B.A. Environmental Studies/History; 25 years 

of experience in energy analysis and NEPA.   

Carmen Bernett, PhD, ENV SP,   

Deputy Project Manager (Draft EIS) 

PhD Environmental Science and Policy, M.S. Biology, B.A. 

English Literature; 8 years of experience in managing the 

preparation of NEPA reviews, including 6 years reviewing rail 

infrastructure projects. 

Candice Andre, AICP,   

Deputy Project Manager 

M.A. Urban & Regional Planning, B.S. Zoology; 19 years of 

experience participating in and managing the preparation of 

NEPA reviews, including multiple rail infrastructure projects. 

Ian Leidner, Data and Issue 

Management (Final EIS), Passenger 

Rail 

Master of Urban Planning, B.A. Urban Studies; 7 years of 

professional transportation/urban planning experience. 

Sydney Feldt, Data and Issue 

Management (Draft EIS), Biological 

Resources 

M.A. Environmental Science, B.S. Biology; 5 years of 

experience in ecological assessments, environmental planning, 

and preparing NEPA reviews. 
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VHB Project Management 

VHB Project Staff 

Kathleen Arbogast, PE, Traffic and 

Roadway Systems 

B.S. Civil Engineering; 8 years of experience in traffic 

engineering.   

Mark Arnoldy, PE, Air Quality B.S. Civil Engineering; 7 years of experience in air quality 

assessments.   

Josh Bendyk, PE, Freight Rail 

Safety 

B.S. Civil Engineering; 12 years of experience in rail 

operations and signals. 

Nicole Benjamin-Ma, Cultural 

Resources 

B.A. Anthropology; 22 years of cultural resources 

management experience identifying, recording, and evaluating 

cultural resources. 

Kimberly Blossom, Climate and 

Greenhouse Gas 

B.S. Biology, B.A. French; 18 years coordinating with federal, 

state, and local regulatory agencies in preparation of permit 

documents and NEPA reviews.   

Paul Carbone, PE, Passenger Rail 

and Freight Rail Safety 

B.S. Civil Engineering; 12 years of railroad engineering, rail 

operations planning and NEPA experience. 

David Coate, Independent 

Consultant, Noise and Vibration 

Advisor 

M.S. Energy Technology, B.A. Mathematics, Physics and 

Chemistry; 34 years of experience in acoustics, rail noise, and 

vibration, support for NEPA reviews, including 25 years on 

STB projects. 

Paige Cornell, Hazardous Materials 

Waste Sites 

B.S. Environmental Science; 8 years of experience in 

environmental due diligence and hazardous waste assessments.   

Valarie Discafani, AICP, PP, 

Passenger and Freight Rail Safety 

M.A. City Planning, B.A. Geography; 29 years of experience 

in rail planning and preparation of NEPA reviews. 

Lee Farmer, AICP, Mitigation Master of City and Regional Planning, M.Phil Irish Studies, 

B.A. History; 18 years of experience in preparation of NEPA 

reviews. 

Donny Goris-Kolb, AICP, 

Environmental Justice, Energy 

Master of Urban Planning, Urban and Regional Planning; 15 

years of experience in preparation of NEPA reviews. 

Frank Gross, PhD, PE, Grade 

Crossing Safety and Delay 

PhD Civil Engineering, M.S. Civil Engineering, B.S. Civil 

Engineering; 20 years of experience in transportation 

engineering and safety.   

John Hansel, NEPA Strategist, 

Compliance Reviewer  

J.D. and B.A. Economics; 40 years of experience participating 

in NEPA reviews and delivering NEPA training. 

Todd Hill, AICP, PP, Biological 

Resources, Water Resources  

B.S. Marine Biology; 33 years of experience in ecological 

evaluations, 23 years of experience preparing NEPA reviews. 

Katherine Kudzma, Hazardous 

Materials Waste Sites 

M.S. Sustainability and Environmental Management, B.S. 

Environmental Geosciences; 14 years of experience in due 

diligence, hazardous waste site assessments. 

Christine Mavrick, RPA, Cultural 

Resources and Archaeology 

M.A. and B.S. Anthropology, M.A. Sustainable Development; 

12 years of experience identifying, recording, and evaluating 

cultural resources.   
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VHB Project Management 

Ellie McCurdy, Purpose and Need, 

Proposed Acquisition and 

Alternatives, Summary, Mitigation 

M.A. Transportation Policy, Operations, and Logistics, B.A. 

Journalism and Political Science; 7 years of experience, 

including NEPA reviews and transportation planning.   

Jennifer Morrissey, Document 

Development 

M.S. Natural Resource Planning, B.A. History; 20 years of 

experience preparing NEPA reviews. 

Erin Murphy, Cultural Resources  Masters of Heritage Preservation; 16 years of experience 

identifying, recording, and evaluating cultural resources.   

Kara Opel, Document Development, 

Climate Change  

M.A. Sustainable Cities, B.A. Government and Politics; 7 

years working with federal agencies on environmental 

initiatives, 3 years of experience preparing NEPA reviews. 

Andrew Pappas, RPA, Cultural 

Resources and Archaeology 

M.A. Classical Archaeology, B.A. Anthropology; 18 years of 

experience identifying, recording, evaluating, and assessing 

cultural and archaeological resources. 

Stephanie Pelletier, GISP, 

Geographic Information Systems 

B.S. Environmental Sciences and Geography; 7 years of 

professional experience in Geographic Information Systems.    

Heidi Richards, PE, Air Quality B.S. Civil Engineering; 25 years of experience working on air 

quality assessments for state and federal agencies, including 

for NEPA reviews. 

Jason Ross, PE, Noise and Vibration M.E. Acoustics, B.S. Mechanical Engineering; 24 years of 

experience conducting transit and rail noise and vibration 

studies, including for NEPA reviews. 

Lara Seltzer, Freight Rail Safety  M.A. City & Regional Planning, B.A. American Studies and 

Sociology; 2 years of professional transportation planning and 

railroad operations experience.  

Rebecca Shedd, Noise and Vibration B.A. Engineering, B.S. Environmental Engineering; 3 years of 

experience working on air quality and noise impact 

assessments. 

Darrell Smith, Freight Rail Safety B.A. Urban Studies and Planning; 30 years of experience 

conducting railroad and transit operations analysis and 

planning. 

Ian Smith, PE, Water M.B.A., B.S. Civil Engineering; 28 years of experience in 

water resource mapping, design and permitting.   

Eben Sweetser, Freight Rail Safety B.S. Transportation; 6 years of experience in railroad 

operations, safety, emergency response, and emergency 

management. 

Andrew Topp, PE, PTOE, Traffic 

and Roadway Systems 

B.S. Civil Engineering, Master of Civil Engineering; 23 years 

of experience conducting traffic engineering/capacity analyses. 

Lauren Triebert, PE, Quality Control B.S. Civil Engineering; 12 years of experience preparing 

NEPA reviews. 

Casey Venzon, LEED APBD+C, 

Environmental Justice 

B.A. Economics & Business Administration; 14 years of 

experience preparing NEPA reviews for transportation projects 

and environmental and sustainability planning. 
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Name, Project Function Qualifications 

VHB Project Management 

Baohong Wan, PhD, PE, Traffic and 

Roadway Systems 

PhD in Civil/Transportation Engineering; 22 years of 

experience in traffic engineering/capacity analysis.   

Meghan Wrenn, Energy, Cumulative 

Impacts 

M.A. Sustainability, B.S. Biology; 5 years of experience in 

sustainability and climate action planning.   
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